THE BUTTERFLIES IN
HERBERT PLANTATION

The Comma butterfly. Surely the strangest shape
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PURPLE EMPEROR
Food plant: Goat willow, also known as Sallow.
When to see: July and August.
Male/female differences: Only the male has the purple/blue hue.
Where to see: On the ground early morning, or around oak tops later in the day.

All these shots are of a male, bred in captivity, then freed back in Herbert Plantation

WHITE ADMIRAL
Food plant: Honeysuckle, preferably in shade, and sparse, or on the ground.
When to see: June to August.
Male/female differences: None
Where to see: All round the wood, in glades or sunlit spots.

All these shots are of a specimen bred in captivity, then freed back in Herbert Plantation

SILVER WASHED FRITILLARY
Food plant: Violets, but eggs are laid on adjacent tree trunks.
When to see: July and August
Male/female differences: Male has black stripes of scent scales on front wings.
Where to see: All over the wood, in sunlit spots.

Top Left: Female
washed Fritillary. Top
A slightly tattered
showing the scent bars
front wings.

Silver
Right:
male,
on the

Centre: A female Fritillary,
showing the silver wash effect
to the wing undersides.
Left: The Valezina or Greenish
form, albeit a rather faded
end-of-season example.

RED ADMIRAL
Food plant: Nettles, and occasionally Hops and Pellitory-of-the-wall.
When to see: May to October.
Male/female differences: None.
Where to see: Any glade, but also at cross-roads.

Left: Bleached and tattered, this ageing
Red Admiral has so far evaded birds, the
main cause of tattered wings.

PEACOCK
Food plant: Nettles.
When to see: April to October
Male/female differences: None.
Where to see: Any sunny glade.

PAINTED LADY
Food plant: Thistles, mallows, burdocks and stinging nettles.
When to see: First examples migrate from North Africa around May - June.
Locally hatched examples are still around in a mild October.
Male/female differences: None.
Where to see: Cross-roads glade, and perhaps in 5A.

Sadly neither caterpillar,
chrysalis or butterfly can
survive the British winters,
so all locally hatched
specimens die.

SMALL TORTOISESHELL
Food plant: Nettles.
When to see: Mid March to October.
Male/female differences: None.
Where to see: Cross-roads glade and 5A most likely.

COMMA
Food plant: Hop, nettles and currant bushes.
When to see: March to October.
Male/female differences: None.
Where to see: Any glade or ride/path in the wood.

Right: Note the small white comma on
the wing underside

BRIMSTONE
Food plant: Buckthorn and Alder buckthorn.
When to see: February to November, pollinating primroses in the early months.
Male/female differences: Females have a creamier-whiter upper wing surface.
Where to see: Anywhere in the wood.

Right: Brimstones never rest with
their wings open, so this slightly
blurred garden shot is the best
chance of seeing the open wings, as
it is just taking off. The single
orange spot is just visible.
Below: A caterpillar on Alder
buckthorn by the main track.

Right: This Brimstone is
actually leaning to get
greatest benefit from the sun,
at the cross-roads on the
main track.

LARGE WHITE
Food plant: Any member of the cabbage family, including Nasturtiums.
When to see: April to September
Male/female differences: The female has two black spots on the front wing.
Where to see: Anywhere in the wood, although quite rare there. More likely in
your garden!

GREEN-VEINED WHITE
Food plant: Members of the wild - not cultivated - cabbage family.
When to see: April to September
Male/female differences: The female has two black spots on the front wing.
Where to see: Any of the glades.

SMALL WHITE
Food plant: Wild and cultivated members of the cabbage family.
When to see: March to September.
Male/female differences: Males have one black spot, and females have two.
Where to see: These are rarely seen in the wood, but this photo shows the subtle
under-wing difference between the Small white and Green-veined white.

MARBLED WHITE
Food plant: Grasses such as cocksfoot. The female drops its eggs in flight.
When to see: July and August.
Male/female differences: The female has brownish undersides to her wings.
Where to see: Only seen once, in glade 3 of Cpt. 5A.

Above is a male, and the
other two photos show a
female.

SPECKLED WOOD
Food plant: Grasses such as Couch and Cocksfoot.
When to see: Late March to October.
Male/female differences: The buff patches are larger on the female.
Where to see: Anywhere in the wood, usually the last butterfly of the year.

Above: The female Speckled Wood
has the larger buff patches for the
eyes.

MEADOW BROWN
Food plant: Grasses, including Cocksfoot.
When to see: June to September.
Male/female differences: The male is darker and smaller, and has less prominent
eyes
Where to see: Anywhere in the wood, especially glades.

Top left: The female, with orange patches.
Top right: The male.
Centre: A female with wings closed.
Left: A mating pair, female at the top.

GATEKEEPER
Food plant: Grasses, such as Meadow and Couch grass.
When to see: July to August.
Male/female differences: The male is darker, with a band of scent scales on the
front wing.
Where to see: Anywhere in the wood, but most at the cross-roads and in Cpt 5A
glades.

Right: The male, showing the
dark scent scales on the front
wings.
Below: The female, with the
plainer and paler front wings.

RINGLET
Food plant: Grasses. Eggs are laid whilst in flight.
When to see: Late June to August.
Male/female differences: The female has larger wing eyes than the male.
Where to see: Anywhere in the wood, especially along the main track and in Cpt.
5A glades.

Top right: A male, shown
by the very small wing
eyes.
Left: Colour isn’t a
reliable method of
determining the sex, as
like all butterflies they
fade. Best to look at the
size of the wing eyes,
which shows this is a
female.

ORANGE TIP
Food plant: Cabbage family, often Garlic Mustard or Cuckoo flower.
When to see: May and June.
Male/female differences: Only the male has the orange wing tips.
Where to see: Anywhere in the wood.

Clockwise: A late stage egg, indicated by
its orange colour, due to hatch soon. The
caterpillar on a Sweet Rocket plant.
A chrysalis. The colourful male. A pair
resting on a cuckoo flower, during a cold
spell, where they remained for three days.

HOLLY BLUE
Food plant: Holly in the spring, and Ivy in the autumn. In their absence they can
feed on Dogwood, Spindle, Gorse or Bramble.
When to see: Late March to mid October.
Male/female differences: The female has broad black edges to the wings.
Where to see: Rare in the wood, but anywhere you are lucky!

Both these specimens are
females, because they have the
dark bands at the edge of their
wings. Like Brimstones, they
rarely open their wings when
settled.

LARGE SKIPPER
Food plant: Grasses.
When to see: Early June to July.
Male/female differences: The male has a streak of black scent scales on its front
wing.
Where to see: Anywhere in the wood.

Above: The male Large Skipper is on the left. Female on the right

SMALL SKIPPER
Food plant: Grasses.
When to see: July and August.
Male/female differences: Like the large skipper, the male has a band of dark
scent scales. A female is illustrated.
Where to see: Anywhere in the wood.

PURPLE HAIRSTREAK
Food plant: Oak flower buds.
When to see: July and - mainly - August.
Male/female differences: The male has the purple all over the tops of both wings,
whilst the female only has purple on the front wing. A female is illustrated.
Where to see: Anywhere in the wood, amongst the tops of Oak and Ash.

The above photo is © I Svdmolen, on Wikipedia

BIRD AND DRAGONFLY ATTACK

This poor Meadow Brown has had more than its fair share of attacks. It could just fly, but would not last long.

