
A RANDOM GALLERY OF FAUNA SEEN IN 
HERBERT PLANTATION 

Butterflies have their own gallery
All photos © Neill Bruce <neillb@brucephoto.co.uk>

Left: The male 
Beautiful Demoiselle 
damselfly.

Below: The female.
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Right: A Grass Snake, seen in 
glade 3 of Cpt 5A.

Below left: A Common Lizard, 
which appeared at my feet at the 
Cross-roads on the main track.

Below right: A Marmalade 
hoverfly (Episyrphus balteatus) 
on Fox and Cubs.



Right: A queen wasp on a 
wild goosberry flower.  I 
was trying to take a shot of 
the flower, when the wasp 
arrived...

Below: This wasp had 
become so drunk on the 
Figwort flower, it allowed 
me to hold the camera 1cm. 
away for this shot. It was 
still there when I walked 
back over 50 minutes later.



The Broad-bodied Chaser
dragonfly. On the left, a 
young male, not yet 
turned the pale blue 
colour of the adult, and 
below a female. They 
have different shaped tails



Left: A frosty Orb web, beside path 4.

Below: A Labyrinth spider, in glade 3 
of Cpt. 5A. Note the funnel it can 
withdraw into.



Left: An Orb web spider, 
with a rather damaged 
web, shines in the 
evening sun.

Below: Soldier beetles 
on a Hog Weed flower.



Left: Male Southern Hawker dragonfly; 
the female is green banded on its 
abdomen.

Below: Golden-ringed dragonfly.

Both photographed in Glade 3 of Cpt. 
5A.  Most dragonflies have a favoured 
resting place, in the glade they are 
patrolling for opposition or mates, so be 
patient and watch it for a few minutes. 
It will fly around for a while, then settle 
to rest, and if you approach carefully, 
you can get to within a metre or so, when 
full zoom will get you your photo.  
After a while it will return if you stand 
still, as you are part of the accepted 
scenery.



Above: Dark Bush Cricket.

Centre: Volucella inflata 
Hover fly on bramble.

Right: Mitopus morio 
Harvestman.  Note the 
length of its second legs. 
Harvestman are not 
members of the spider 
family. 

All photos taken in Glade 3 
Cpt. 5A.



A Common Darter 
dragonfly in Glade 3 
again.  Shot against late 
sun, with the background 
in deep shadow.

Below: The next frame 
caught it as it flew off, 
leaving this amazing 
pattern.  Note the swirl 
pattern that the clear 
wings have left on the 
camera’s sensor.



Common Hawker 
dragonfly larvae and a 
just hatched dragonfly 
pumping its wings up 
to dry.  These were 
actually shot outside 
Herbert Plantation, but 
as seen above, these 
dragonflies are in the 
wood.



Above: Two Dysmachus trigonus Robber flies mating in Glade 7.

Below: Phaonia subventa Face fly on a dead apple leaf.



Above: A Rhagionidae  Horse fly.  Below: A Flesh fly.



Above: A Muntjac deer hides in the edge of some scrub.  
Sadly the Canon camera didn’t like the contrast, and went into ‘fringing’ overdrive.

Below: This Munty is at full tilt, being chased by a dog, and has its hind legs tucked up in full gallop.



This Labyrinth spider has 
caught a Field 
grasshopper in its dense 
web amongst the Wood 
sage, and below is 
injecting it to paralyse it.
Nature in the raw….



The Nursery Web spider is self-
explanatory really, but on the left the 
spider carries its eggs in a sack below 
the body - here in a frond of bracken, 
and below another web in the top of 
some Perforate St. John’s Wort.

Bottom: The hatched baby 
spiderlings remain in the nursery web 
- here in a Stinging Nettle - until 
large enough to fend for themselves.



Left: This Crab spider has 
wrapped its eggs in a 
Bramble leaf, and is 
guarding them from attack.

Crab spiders don’t spin 
webs, they ambush their 
prey.

Right: A typical autumn 
morning, with hundreds of 
gossamer webs of our 
largest money spider 
Linyphia triangularis 
showing in the dew.
This is the western 
entrance to the Glade walk 
in Cpt. 5A in September 
2001. It’s all grown up a 
bit since then!



The Grey Squirrel.  Enemy of anyone 
connected to forestry, or fond of birds, 
whose nests they raid.

Below is a typical sight in early summer, 
where they have stripped great lengths of 
bark from a Sallow, which will usually kill 
the tree.  Shoot them!  In the 1950s the 
Forestry Commission paid one shilling a 
tail.



Left: The Slow Worm is not a 
snake, it’s a totally harmless - 
but legless - lizard, and the most 
beautiful thing to behold, and 
hold for a short while in your 
open hand, as it’s cold-blooded 
of course. Maybe you’ll like it 
more if you know its favourite 
diet is slugs!

Below: Longhorn beetle 
Strangalia Maculata on a 
Bramble, where it feeds on 
pollen.



Left: The flightless Meadow 
Grasshopper, with short forewings 
and no hindwings.

Below: Myopa Buccata.  This fly 
rarely flies, and spends most of its 
time on such flowers as Knapweed.  
Here two are mating on a bramble 
leaf.  They are only 8  to 12 mm 
long.



The Scorpion fly (Panorpa Germanica). 
So named after the male above, which 
has what looks like a sting on its tail, but 
it is used to hold the female Right during 
mating.  Charmingly he distracts the 
female with an offering of his saliva, and 
while she is drinking it, he mates with 
her!  If he doesn’t salivate for her, she’s 
likely to attack and kill him, so no choice 
then...

They are scavenging insects, feeding on 
dead insects and fruits in shady places. 



Above: Signs of the presence of Badgers, a half-eaten adder, found 
on the main track.

Below: A Red-legged Shield bug that landed on the ATV seat.


