
LESSER CELANDINE

Still flourishing, and has been flowering 
for over a month.  Widespread in wood, 
but you can see drifts of this in the 
edges of the wet alder carr, by the 
bottom gate.

MARSH MARIGOLD OR KING CUP

There were quite a lot - again in the wet alder 
carr, by the bottom gate - but either they were 
inadvertently covered with alder brash a year 
ago, or for some other reason, you have to look 
for them now. They are there, and just emerging.

OPPOSITE-LEAVED GOLDEN 
SAXIFRAGE

I mentioned this in a recent newsletter, and 
I’m pleased to say there is masses of it - again 
in the alder carr.  You can also find it along 
the bank on the west side of the bottom track, 
near the gate.
This is an ancient woodland indicator species.
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WOOD SORREL

This is such a delicate little plant, whose 
flowers can have quite a lot of pink in them.

One of my favourites, you’ll find it almost 
anywhere, especially under the oaks in 5B. 

This is an ancient woodland indicator species.

WOOD SPURGE

While looking into the area of the old oaks 
in 5B you’ll find this odd looking plant, with  
its bright green flower heads.  You’ll also 
find it in 3B, where you are less likely to 
tread on something else whilst looking for it! 
And it’s to be found in glade 4 of 5A.
This is another ancient woodland indicator 
species.

DOG’S MERCURY

This is only just coming into flower in it’s rather 
unexciting and colourless way!  There is masses of it 
either side of the west end of path 10, and all through 
4D.  It completely vanishes in the winter.

IN FLOWER IN HERBERT PLANTATION 1 10/4/14 © Neill Bruce



COMMON DOG VIOLET

This year is a particularly good year for this charming little plant, which is the food plant of the lovely 
Silver Washed Fritillary butterfly caterpillars, which lay their eggs in tree bark adjacent to violet plants.
They are widespread, but are particularly prevalent along the edges of new path 12 NW end, in the newly 
opened 4D, and also on the N edge of path 4, near its junction with FP6, where I took this a few days ago.

GREATER STITCHWORT

Again quite common in Herbert, there is 
a wonderful carpet of them on the verge 
of FP6, just before the crossroads with 
paths 4 & 5, and at the far end of the 
main track.

Lesser - and so smaller - Stitchwort 
appears later in the season.
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BLACKTHORN

The flowers that develop into sloes, 
there is a clump right beside the 
main gates, and another good 
quantity at the top of the slope 
down to the steps on path 3.  
Painfully thorny, unsurprisingly!

BARREN STRAWBERRY

As its name suggests this is a non-fruiting version, which you may find along path 10, and I noticed 1 
plant flowering beside the main track in 3B the other day! This is another Ancient Woodland Indicator 
Species.
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ENGLISH ELM

It is very rare to see these flowers, and ‘fledgling’ seeds - above and below - as they are normally right up 
in the tree’s canopy and, as we all know, there are very few English Elms left in the UK; but there is just 
one place in HP that there are still some young ones struggling to survive. When the elms reach a critical 
age the beetles that spread the Dutch disease can get into the bark, and then the elms die, from the fungal 
disease that the beetles carry.  These are on a branch that was smashed by a falling tree in the storms, so is 
down at eye level. The green blades will grow, and then be distributed by the wind, like ash and sycamore 
seeds.
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MOSCHATEL

Another Ancient Woodland Indicator 
Species, this is a fascinating little 
flower, also known as ‘Clock Tower.’ 
This minute flower has 5 heads. One 
points directly upwards, and the other 
4 point to the four points of the 
compass, although not exactly….. 
Hence Clock Tower.

The inset one has a fly on it, and 
maybe a minute spider in one head.  If 
you go down to the woods today, or 
any day soon, and find the big ash tree 
that is beside the bottom track in the 
new alder glade in 6D, there is a small 
patch of it right against the trunk, 
where I took this inset shot - below.

I have left out the species that I assume everyone 
knows, such as the wild daffodils, bluebells, 
cherry trees and primroses, and hesitated to 
include the dog violet, but it is lovely!  I haven’t 
attempted to give Latin names.  We all like 
primroses, and the best display is halfway along 
path 10, where the conditions are just right for 
them.

If you are that keen, then you may well know all 
these anyway, and will have a wildflower book.  I 
have the ‘Wild Flowers of Britain and Ireland by 
Blamey & Fitter, publ. by A & C Black, because it has nice clear paintings.  Although I obviously like 
photos, I find the ones in the Collins Guide sometimes not as clear as they might be.

If you are really serious, then get yourself a copy of W Keble Martin’s ‘The Concise British Flora in 
Colour’. It is out of print, but Amazon have them varying in price from a penny to £57.00!

IN FLOWER IN HERBERT PLANTATION 1 10/4/14 © Neill Bruce



Away from flowers, and Herbert Plantation, I make no excuses for repeating my notes about the Tree 
Bumble Bee.  You may well have it nesting in the eaves of your house, where at least it’s away from the 
badgers that will dig up and destroy every bumble bee nest they can find - as well as killing hedgehogs.

Tree Bumble Bees are unique in their markings, and will only be around until mid summer, when the new 
queens will leave the nest, and all the - sting-less - small worker males die off.

IN FLOWER IN HERBERT PLANTATION 1 10/4/14 © Neill Bruce



AND FINALLY:-
I leave you with this fun shot - taken the other day through a double-glazed window - of a Great Tit, 
pulling the dog hair from a mesh bag in our garden. Our Golden Retriever sheds huge amounts, and the 
tits love it to line their nest boxes with.  Quite how they can fly with such impeded vision is amazing, but 
they do….  Why don’t you help your tits nestle comfortably?

Neill Bruce.
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CUCKOO FLOWER

I wanted to put this in the first edition, as 
there are lots in flower in our garden, but 
only yesterday did I find one in HP. Just the 
one, on the other side of the stream, level 
with the awful metal sign by the bottom 
gate. Then I found one in the verge of path 3 
at the top of the steps.

GROUND IVY

There is lots of this about, if you look 
hard. It can often be found amongst the 
violets, and can be confused with it, as 
the colour is very similar.  I noticed quite 
a lot at the far end of the main track, on 
the edge of 3B.
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FLOWERING CURRANT

I only noticed a good bush of 
this just by the X-roads in the 
middle of the Scots Pines, the 
other day!
The only other bush is deeply 
buried in Cpt. 1A.

RED CURRANT

One of the ancient woodland indicator 
species, this is quite common, along 
with black currant, wild gooseberry 
and wild raspberry.

There’s some flowering beside the 
southern half of FP6, and there is lots 
of both currants in the alder carr 6D.
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LORDS-AND-LADIES

Going to town a bit on this one, but you may only notice 
the spotted leaves, dotted around HP. Not all L&Ls leaves 
have the spots, but most do. Now you can look for the 
yellow-green ‘Spathe’ which houses the dark brown/
purple ‘Spadix’, which will bear red berries, when 
pollinated and ripe. Widespread in HP.
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DEAD NETTLE

There can’t be many who don’t know this one, but they 
are quite a delicate flower, and as the name suggests 
they don’t sting.  Widespread in HP.

GARLIC MUSTARD, or JACK-BY-
THE-HEDGE

The food plant - along with the Cuckoo 
flower featured the other day - of the 
orange tip butterfly, see next page.
There are plenty of these, quite tall plants 
reaching to nearly 1 metre high, by the 
main gates, and elsewhere in HP. 
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ORANGE TIP BUTTERFLY

See above - and in HP, where I’ve seen quite a few this 
Spring.  The male has the orange tips to its wing tops, and 
if you can just see in the image of a pair, the male is on 
the right, as there is a hint of orange showing through.
These were photographed on Cuckoo flowers.

GOLDEN SCALED MALE FERN

Not exactly ‘in flower’ butI love the 
ferns we have in HP, particularly these 
giants, which are most attractive as 
they emerge, and unroll their fronds, 
and are also another of our Ancient 
Woodland Indicator species. There are 
numerous examples around HP, but 
two are easily found to the right of the 
main track, just leaving the X-roads 
behind you, heading into the wood. 
Others can be found in the Scots 
pines. Most are on the drier, level, 
west end of HP.
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THE ENGLISH ELM SEEDS

These are now ripe, and falling, but  
they aren’t worth planting, when 
strains are available that are immune 
to the Dutch Elm disease.

I leave you, with rain crashing down outside at last - none since April 8th. - with this serene shot of the very 
sheltered alder carr, and the Burghclere village stream on its way to the Enborne. You can’t see any of the 
Marsh marigolds, because the ruddy deer have consumed most of the flowers!
Neill. Easter Sunday 2014.

IN FLOWER IN HERBERT PLANTATION 3 20/4/14 © Neill Bruce



	
 BUGLE

	
 There is much less of this varied flower this year than I’ve 
	
 seen in previous years. The normal colour is the purple/blue 
	
 one, and there used to be a lot in the Eastern end of 6E and 
	
 on the left of the entrance to the Glade Walk in 5A, but I 
	
 think it’s become too dark there for most plants.
	
 There is also some on the NE edge of 4D, beside path 3.
	
 The white version I only saw many years ago in the NE 
	
 corner of 5A’s glade 1, and the pink version used to live on 
	
 the outside (North) verge of the main track, opposite the big 
	
 lime. We may have lost it when the track was mashed up 
	
 with the Scots pine extraction….

	
 	

	
 	
 CRAB APPLE

	
 	
 OK, this is a planted tree, and there are a handful in 5A, 
	
 	
 this one being on the NE edge of the big Glade 3.  5A 
	
 	
 was completely replanted in 1991-2 by Wessex 
	
 	
 Woodland Ltd for Hants CC, after the larch were all 
	
 	
 blown down in the January 1990 storm.

IN FLOWER IN HERBERT PLANTATION 4  24/4/14 © Neill Bruce



	

	
 WILD GARLIC or RAMSONS

	
 It is difficult to believe that the top 
	
 photo was taken in HP, but this 
	
 magnificent carpet of wild garlic is 
	
 adjacent to Oxdrove. It makes it the 
	
 third most abundant wild flower in 
	
 HP, after Greater Stitchwort and 
	
 brambles, I suppose! And it’s one of 
	
 our Ancient Woodland Indicator 
	
 species.
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 SANICLE

	
 You really have to look to see this 
	
 plant at this time of year, as the flower 
	
 heads are only about 6 mm in 
	
 diameter, and are currently like the 
	
 image on the left.
	
 You can find it at the Western 
	
 junction of paths 2 & 2A, all 	
along 
	
 the N edge of path 5, and a huge 
	
 clump at the X-roads with paths 4,5 & 
	
 6.

	

	
 These fascinating little flowers have 
	
 several minute florets per head, and 
	
 each floret has 5 stamens, with the little 
	
 dark coloured pollen-bearing anthers, 
	
 which unfold from the loops to the 
	
 upright position - see right photo.
	
 Another of our Ancient Woodland 
	
 Indicator species. They are so small that 
	
 I remember I took some 300 exposures
	
 before I got what I wanted, hand held.
	
 Couldn’t have done that pre-digital….

	
 HOLLY

	
 These are only just coming into bloom, and 
	
 we have too many hollies in places in HP, so 
	
 may well do some thinning soon. 
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 RED CAMPION

	
 I wasn’t expecting to find this out yet, and it is only 
	
 just qualifying, due to one plant on the right of the 
	
 main gates!  I expect the deer will soon get it, but I 
	
 also noticed some on the grassy bank of Broken 
	
 Way, for those of you who walk down from Adbury.

	
 COW PARSLEY

	
 I‘m sure we all know Cow Parsley, but have you seen it 
	
 with these purple stalks, or even the dark red ones, that 
	
 are down Spring Lane?
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 PENDULOUS SEDGE

	
 This rather graceful member of the 
	
 Sedge family is widespread in HP, 
	
 with a clump where path 11 joins 
	
 the main track, and lots beside paths 2 
	
 and 2A etc. etc.  Another of our 
	
 Ancient Woodland Indicator species.

	

	
 HAIRY BITTERCRESS

	
 Another one of those minute 
	
 flowers, you won’t see, unless 
	
 there is lots of it, which I’ve not 
	
 yet seen this year! However, if 
	
 you want to look, there’s a small 
	
 patch on the north verge of the 
	
 main track, just after the X-
	
 roads.
	
 Let me know if you find it!

IN FLOWER IN HERBERT PLANTATION 4  24/4/14 © Neill Bruce



	
 WOOD ANENOME

	
 Quite a rarity, with it only 
	
 being seen around 5A’s glade 
	
 7 and on the edge of path 10, 
	
 where it enters 5B, but I think 
	
 they were destroyed by 
	
 walking.  It’s a very delicate 
	
 little plant, and two can now 
	
 be found on either side of the 
	
 path linking 5A’s glades 2 & 
	
 7, but you’ll need to look 
	
 carefully. Another of our 
	
 Ancient Woodland Indicator 
	
 species.

	
 	
 GERMANDER SPEEDWELL

	
 	
 A pretty little flower that is widespread throughout HP, and especially in the Glade walk of 5A.
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YELLOW PIMPERNEL

This bright little flower is now 
shining through the grass all 
over HP. There are a few lesser 
Celandines still in flower, but 
they are about 4 times the size, 
so not really similar.

	
 GREATER CHICKWEED

	
 Even I’m surprised at this snap, as this minute 
	
 little flower is about 3 mm across, and it is 
	
 impossible to identify the flower without a 
	
 magnifying glass - at least with my eyesight it 
	
 is.
	
 However, the book says this is the greater 
	
 chickweed as it has ten stamens.  It’s around 
	
 HP but you have to look for pin-head white 
	
 flowers. Note that there are 5 petals, each 
	
 deeply notched.

	


	

	
 BUTTERCUP

	
 We probably all know this, but the only place I’ve 
	
 seen them, in HP,  is on the verge of the bottom 
	
 track, near the gate. I have spent rather a lot of time 
	
 down there recently, selling firewood, so have 
	
 time to have a good look around.
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WAVY BITTERCRESS

This is another minute flower head, only a few 
mm across. Last time we had the Hairy 
Bittercress and really the difference is again in 
the minute detail. The Hairy has four stamens, 
and this Wavy has six! It also tends to grow in a 
zig-zag way. The leaf is shown below.

	
 GREATER TUSSOCK SEDGE - Below

	
 The sedge family have triangular stalks, and this one can 
	
 only be seen amongst the wet alders in the ‘alder carr‘ 
	
 by the bottom gate.  I’m guessing that these examples 
	
 are of a great age, as the alders have been there at least 
	
 70 years, judging from a set of rings I counted on one of 
	
 the large ones felled beside the track.
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WOODRUFF

Again, this has only been found in the alder carr, 
and there’s just one clump currently in flower.
Find the pipe that has recently been run under the 
hard standing by the gate, and follow the line of 
its ditch to the stream. On the other bank is the 
Woodruff.  And, no I didn’t scramble down to 
photograph it in that stream-bank position. I had 
taken this snap many years ago!

WILD STRAWBERRY - Below

Now appearing all over the wood.

	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
  
	
 GROUNDSEL

	
 Widespread, and seems to like the bonfire sites in 3A & 
	
 3B. Notice the black arrow-heads on the tips of the 
	
 bracts. Once they are in flower, you’ll not easily see the 
	
 black marks.
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 Yes, I know I said I needn’t show bluebells, but this year they are the best ever. Do try to have a look. 
	
 They are in Cpt 5C, but do wait until the wind dies down.

HAWTHORN

This wasn’t in flower 
last Sunday, but it is 
now. Widespread in 
HP, there are some 
good ones along the 
main track.
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 ROWAN, OR MOUNTAIN ASH

	
 Like the hawthorn, this wasn’t in 
	
 flower last Sunday. Widespread in HP, 
	
 and there’s a nice example in 2C 
	
 beside FP6, and several in 3A.

	
 AZALEA

	
 A garden escape, there used to be an azalea walk in Furzeground, so you’ll find these on paths 3 & 10.
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 COMMON VETCH

	
 Widespread, but not easy to 
	
 find, you may see some in 3A 
	
 near the path, or in other 
	
 verges.

THYME-LEAVED SPEEDWELL

This delicate little flower, with its very 
pale purple hint is in 3B, and probably 
elsewhere, if you look hard
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AND FINALLY!

	
 On Wednesday I spent an enjoyable afternoon in HP, with our Northern Sites Manager Nicki Paton, 
	
 deciding what we should - and should not - do in the future, and talking about what has been done etc. 
	
 etc.

	
 We started at the main gates in Well St, and arrived at the bottom gate in Broken Way, to find this pile of 
	
 logs - well an untidy pile that Nicki kindly moved to allow us to get out - outside the gate.  Clearly 
	
 someone decided that they could nip back and steal them, so we threw them in the back of the Gator, 
	
 and tipped them well back into the alder glade, with most of the rest of the alder logs. They’d been lifted 
	
 from the stack on the verge nearest the gate, so whoever they are, they’ll have to start again…...
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 GOOSE GRASS/CLEAVERS

	
 Just coming into flower, this is an invasive 
	
 plant that tends to smother others. There is 
	
 rather too much in 4D, for instance.
	
 You can see all the minute hooks that make it 
	
 cling to clothes and animals.

	
 WILD RASPBERRY

	
 Widespread, and another dominant 
	
 species, there wasn’t any in 3A, when 
	
 it was dense birch, so it must have 
	
 been lying as dormant seed, as there’s 
	
 lots now, along with many other 
	
 species that have apparently just 
	
 ‘arrived ‘ there.
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 HAIRY TARE

	
 One of the vetch family, the flowers are absolutely minute, 
	
 found hidden amongst the grass in 3B. It is also alongside 
	
 FP 6.

	
 BLACK BRYONY

	
 Widespread climber, that produces red berries in the autumn.
	
 This is an Ancient Woodland Indicator species.
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 RED CLOVER

	
 Usually found in the path to glade 4 in 5A.
	
 Have you seen it anywhere else in HP?

	
 RHODODENDRON
	
                 PONTICUM

	
 Path 1 is normally a 
	
 colourful site at this 
	
 time of the year. You’ll 
	
 need Wellies, though. 
	
 See if you can find any 
	
 ‘Sports’ with a slightly 
	
 redder colour change.

	

	
 COMMON SOLOMON’S SEAL

	
 I suppose it’s cheating a bit, as so far all I’ve seen 
	
 are seedlings, and - when mature - they don’t always 
	
 flower, unless	
 there’s lots of light, but it is another 
	
 of our Ancient Woodland Indicator species.
	
 However, whilst we have so many Muntjac deer, 
	
 seedlings are all we may ever briefly see...

IN FLOWER IN HERBERT PLANTATION No 7  17/5/14 © Neill Bruce



	
 WAYFARING TREE

	
 Just for the record, and we 
	
 only have one bush - it doesn’t 
	
 grow into a ‘proper’ tree, but a 
	
 large shrubby clump.  Ours is 
	
 rather shaded by a beech on 
	
 the left side of the main track, 
	
 opposite the Scots pines…. 
	
 but even the beech is behind 
	
 other trees!

AND FINALLY…..

	
 SMALL 	
                      
	
      TORTOISESHELL
	
                BUTTERFLY

	
 Common and beautiful, 
	
 the Small Tortoiseshell 
	
 hibernates over winter, 
	
 and lays eggs on well
	
 chosen	
stinging nettles in 
	
 the spring.  We leave 
	
 glade 4 packed with 
	
 nettles, in vain. This shot 
	
 was taken this week in 
	
 our garden, and we’ve 
	
 had the nettles in that 
	
 patch for years!

	
 The caterpillars weave a 
	
 silky net over the top of 
	
 the nettle, so they can 
	
 escape the heat and 
	
 predatory birds, although 
	
 they aren’t quick enough 
	
 to run away.  There’s 
	
 also a horrid parasitic fly 
	
 that lays it’s eggs 
	
 in the caterpillars, killing them before they pupate.
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 WOOD AVENS

	
 Widespread in HP, alongside paths and 
	
 the main track, this is another Ancient 
	
 Woodland Indicator Species.
	
 Seed head shown below.

	
 ELDER

	
 Surprisingly there are only a few in HP, the two that come to mind are 1) Hanging over the main track 
	
 not far from the main gates, and 2) In Glade 5 of 5A. You are asked to please leave the flowers to make 
	
 berries for the wildlife. Glade 5 also has a large number of young Common Spotted Orchids in the path, 
	
 so you are asked to please walk very carefully in that area, or use the adjacent path 3.
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 BIRDS FOOT TREFOIL

	
 I was delighted to find this little 
	
 clump beside path 11, just as it turns 
	
 to meet the main track in 3A. There is 
	
 also a redder version alongside the 
	
 main track’s edge with 4E, although 
	
 that’s not in flower yet.  I think the 
	
 heat of the exposed barer ground in 
	
 3A has brought this one on early.

	
 SWEET VERNAL GRASS - right

	
 Common all over the wood, this is what gives that 
	
 wonderful smell to new-mown hay.

	


COCKSFOOT GRASS - left

Again, this course grass is 
widespread, and is easily 
identified by the large seed 
heads.
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 RIBWORT PLANTAIN

	
 Widespread in HP, and 
	
 probably your garden.

	


	
 COMMON COW WHEAT

	
 This is another Ancient 
	
 Woodland Indicator Species, 
	
 and so far has only been found 
	
 in one of the young oak 
	
 clearings in 4E, off the main 
	
 track.
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 HEMLOCK WATER DROPWORT

	
 This plant is very poisonous, and is 
	
 best avoided completely. Admire it 
	
 from a distance.  It is the main 
	
 vegetation in the wet alder carr, at the 
	
 Broken Way end of the wood, near 
	
 the bottom gate, and on the verge of 
	
 Broken Way. Last year I saw lots of 
	
 pollen on the path, and assumed that 
	
 someone had picked it. I hope they 
	
 are still with us!

	
 COMMON FIGWORT

	
 The flowers are very small, but the plant is 
	
 dotted about HP, there being several on the north 
	
 verge of the main track opposite the Scots Pines.
	
 Young leaves are often quite purple.

IN FLOWER IN HERBERT PLANTATION No. 8  24/5/14 © Neill Bruce



	


	
	
	
	
	
	


	
 MARSH THISTLE

	
 Distinguishable by the very narrow leaves and a clump of flowers at the top of each stem, there used 
	
 to be masses of them in the 5A glades, but the grass has shaded them out. There is one in flower beside 
	
 the main track, at the far end, in 3B. As a ‘pioneer’ species, they are always one of the first plants to 
	
 appear in cleared land.

	


	
 REFERENCE TO No. 7.

	
 Re the Small Tortoiseshell 
	
 butterfly, not all nettles with 
	
 the top leaves 	
bound up are 
	
 Small Tortoiseshell 
	
 caterpillars.  The Nettle-tap 
	
 Moth larvae, see image on 
	
 right, taken in my 
	
 garden on May 18th. also 
	
 makes a ‘nest’ by tying up 
	
 the tops of nettles.
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AND FINALLY…

	
 DAMSELFLIES - THE BEAUTIFUL DEMOISELLE

	
 I’m sure I’m not alone in loving the sight of Dragonflies & Damselflies in HP or our gardens, but this 
	
 particular Damselfly is by far the most beautiful insect to grace any wood, and we are getting to the time 
	
 of year that you might see them. The metallic green specimen above is the male, and the brown-winged 
	
 one below is the female.  The way to distinguish a Damsel from a Dragon fly, is that the Dragons rest 
	
 with wings outstretched, whilst the Damsel folds its wings, as here. I’ve also seen Azure and Common 
	
 Blue Damsels in HP.
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 COMMON/HEATH SPEEDWELL

	
 It never ceases to amaze me what is now 
	
 growing in 3A, which used to be a dark area 
	
 of dense and elderly mop-top birch, with a 
	
 few ferns, and some wood sage, and not 
	
 much else.  There are now areas of over a 
	
 metre square of this pretty little flower, all 
	
 over it, but mostly beside path 11, so you 
	
 can’t miss it. The leaves lie very flat to carpet 
	
 the ground.

	
 HEDGE WOUND-WORT

	
 There is lots of this attractive plant 
	
 around, with a good number in 6D, 
	
 beside the track on the left,  in the 
	
 area by the large ash trees, just 
	
 before the path divides. 

	
 Despite the angry and upsettingly 
	
 abusive and exaggerated emails, 
	
 that I get from a certain female 
	
 Newtown resident, the new 6D alder 
	
 glade is looking great, and we are on 
	
 target to sell all the firewood.
	
 The ferns alone are a joy to behold.
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      BROAD-LEAVED WILLOW HERB

      There are supposed to be six different 
      willowherbs in HP. American, Broad -  
      leaved, Great, Marsh, Rosebay and a Hybrid
      named ‘Multinervis’. This example is in 3A.

      I confess to being no expert on any   
      wildflowers, but I believe this one is the 
      Broad leaved one, as the flower buds are 
      drooping down….. Others point up.

      We do have the Rosebay, which we used to  
      call ‘Fireweed’ when I was young, and 
      which I clearly remember seeing in the 
      various WWII bomb sites around London, 
      when I started working there in the early 
      sixties. That and lots of Buddlejas/Butterfly 
      bushes.

      I’ve only seen a couple of plants of Rosebay
      near the main track X-roads, in HP, and it 
      flowers later in the season.

	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 COMMON LIME

	
 There is lots of lime in HP, though mostly in the western quarter, near the main gates, especially that 
	
 beautiful example on the bend of the main track. The sound of the bees on it is a joy to hear.
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 LESSER STITCHWORT

	
 Whilst there is a good amount of the 
	
 ‘Greater’ still around, you will need 
	
 to look carefully for this much 
	
 smaller flower.  It has more pointed 
	
 petals than it’s ‘greater’ cousin.

	


	
 COMMON SPOTTED ORCHID

	
 These are a fickle orchid, as one year they 
	
 will be ‘here’, and then they are ‘there’ 
	
 next year!  In their sparse way they are also 
	
 ‘everywhere’.

	
 There are a good number in 5A’s glade 5, 
	
 but as I said before, they are on the path 
	
 that people have made through the glade, 
	
 which we’d rather they hadn’t, as they 
	
 trample them underfoot, probably whilst on 
	
 their phones!
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 STINGING NETTLE

	
 The nettles are just about to 
	
 start flowering, although the 
	
 flowers are not much bigger 
	
 than a greenfly, as shown 
	
 opposite!  Make sure you 
	
 don’t pick any with 
	
 caterpillars on, for your nettle 
	
 soup, and wash the greenfly 
	
 off, unless you are short of 
	
 protein….

	
 AND FINALLY...

	


	
 I’m an arachnophobe, from an encounter with a very large spider in the first bananas after the war, that 
	
 came into the local green grocer’s shop. Every woman screaming is enough to traumatise any 4 
	
 year-old, so I normally keep my distance, but I can cope with snakes!

	
 This beauty is a yellow Crab 	
spider, who has wrapped her 	
eggs in a bramble leaf in HP.
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This lady is a Nursery Web 
Spider, and you can see why 
it’s called that.  The 
industrious female weaves 
this web, and carries the 
many dozens of her eggs 
around, held under her body 
- the white blob that looks 
like a fungus - until they are 
about to hatch, when she 
deposits them in the web, 
where they live whilst she 
guards them outside. After 
their first moult, they 
disperse.

	
 This is one of several different  
	
 Orb Web spiders, that I came 
	
 upon in the late afternoon 
	
 sunshine in the 5A glade walk, 
	
 one late August day.

	
 I hope you enjoy your summer 
	
 walks.

	
 Neill.
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 LESSER SPEARWORT

	
 I only know of this in one place, 
	
 which is the ditch on the west side of 
	
 the bottom track, effectively in 6C. 
	
 It’s after the start of path 1, as you 
	
 walk in.

	


	
 NIPPLEWORT

	
 This is widespread, and there is lots of 
	
 it near the main gates, on the wide 
	
 verge. The green pods are flower buds.
	
 It got its name from being used as a 
	
 herbal remedy for treating sore ones, 
	
 according to my Culpepper’s Herbal.

IN FLOWER IN HERBERT PLANTATION No. 10 14/6/14 © Neill Bruce



	
 HYBRID CINQUEFOIL

	
 This flower is about the same size as a 
	
 buttercup, but the petals aren’t shiny. 
	
 There’s a decent area of it halfway 
	
 along the southern  part of FP6, on 
	
 the Eastern edge. The leaves are very 
	
 similar to strawberry. If you look at 
	
 this clump, you can find flowers with 
	
 4 or 5 petals. It’s a hybrid between 
	
 Trailing Tormentil & Creeping 
	
 Cinquefoil. (It could be Trailing 
	
 Tormentil!! Difficult to determine.)

	
 TORMENTIL

	
 Widespread, and much smaller 
	
 flowers than the Cinquefoil above.
	
 Also the leaves are very different 
	
 to the Yellow Pimpernel that you 
	
 might confuse it with

Tormentil leaves, left.
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 SPEAR THISTLE

	
 There are rather a lot of yellow 
	
 flowers at the moment, so let’s have a 
	
 Spear Thistle, which you’ll find - 
	
 along with Marsh Thistles - in 3A, 3B 
	
 5A & 4D, i.e. all the cleared Cpts, 
	
 which they like to grow in as 
	
 pioneers. The best display is at the 
	
 junction of paths 4, 5 & 6.

	
 WILD PRIVET

	
 This can become a bit dominating, but it does have nice flowers that attract the butterflies, and pitch 
	
 black shiny berries, that I don’t know if the birds eat, as they are very toxic to most animals.
	
 Fortunately we mainly have it on the southern side of the main track, so it does give the insects a 
	
 reason to use it as a sunlit corridor, which is another reason why we thin the oaks etc. along it..
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 SLENDER ST JOHNS WORT

	
 One of three St Johns Worts in HP, it is 
	
 almost certainly the variety that nearly 
	
 covers 3A, so it will be a riot of yellow in the 
	
 next few days. The petals have minute black 
	
 spots on the edges.
	
 When I shot this image in 2009 it wasn’t 
	
 very common. I didn’t see the green-eyed fly 
	
 until I had it up on my computer screen.
	


	
 LESSER TREFOIL

	
 I’m a little uncertain on this one, as the book says the 
	
 leaves should be notched at their tips. I found this 
	
 opposite the Scots pines in the main track verge north 
	
 side, not far from the Norway Spruce.

	

	
 HOP TREFOIL

	
 This was found on the east side of the 
	
 southern half of FP6.

	
 I’m pleased to say that in kind response to 
	
 my saying that the Birds Foot Trefoil was not 
	
 visible anywhere, except in 3A, it’s now 
	
 popping up everywhere, and some with a 
	
 lovely ruddy complexion!
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 COMMON MOUSE EAR

	
 Another very small flower, which you 
	
 have to really look for. 
	
 Currently there is some on the south 
	
 verge of the Glade walk in 5A.
	
 Probably elsewhere if you look, but 
	
 you are asked to please keep to the 
	
 paths to avoid stepping on something 
	
 even smaller.

	

	
 SNOWBERRY

	
 A garden escape probably, as this minute flower 
	
 is on the boundary bank of 5A’s glade 5, which 
	
 was a cottage garden in the C.18th. These turn 
	
 into large white berries.

	
 HEATH BEDSTRAW

	
 This and Marsh Bedstraw 
	
 are the only two found in HP, 
	
 and are most likely to be 
	
 amongst grass, either along 
	
 the Glade walk or on the slope 
	
 to the steps, beside path 3.
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 WHITE OR MOTH CAMPION

	
 I was doing a survey of 4D, and was amazed 
	
 to find this plant. It is more of a night 
	
 flowering Campion, and attracts moths. 
	
 That’s the only one I’ve found, but I confess 
	
 not to having done a fingertip search!

	
 (As an aside, we were staggered to see that 
	
 4D is dotted with gorse seedlings, which 
	
 must have come from long dormant seed.)

	
 SCARLET PIMPERNEL

	
 You may well have lots of this in your 
	
 garden, but I’ve only found a small 
	
 patch on the main track verge beside the 
	
 pines. South verge.
	
 You can see how the leaf is very 
	
 different to the Tormentil above.

	
 ALDER BUCKTHORN

	
 Food plant of the Brimstone 
	
 caterpillar, we are trying to encourage 
	
 more of it in HP. On the outside of the 
	
 bend of the Main track, opposite the 
	
 big lime, there’s a Guelder rose 
	
 that’s been decimated by Vibernum 
	
 beetle grubs, and behind it is one of 
	
 the biggest Alder Buckthorns in HP. 
	
 We plan to let more light in for both.
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 ROUGH SOW THISTLE

	
 There are just too many hawkweeds and 
	
 thistles to bore you with, so I won’t. This 
	
 chap is on the west side of FP6 southern half. 
	
 Lots more thistles at the X-roads of FP6 & 
	
 paths 4 & 5, where we opened up a ‘box 
	
 junction glade’, at the insistence of the 
	
 Forestry Commission.
	
 Hoping you’ll retain the will to live, the 
	
 Rough Sow has rounded auricles (ear-like 
	
 outgrowths at the base of the leaf) , and the 
	
 Smooth Sow has pointed auricles, which the 
	
 book says is about the only way to tell them 
	
 apart. 
	
 (Wake up at the back!)
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AND FINALLY…. (well nearly finally!)

ECO PILES



Every year we hear about carbon being released into the atmosphere, and wonder what small thing we can do to 
help reduce it. An Eco Pile is a stack of logs, or brash, that we leave to rot down, which as well as providing a 
home for many insects and reptiles, also retains the carbon element in the wood, which would be released if we 
had a bonfire. This carbon returns to the soil for future trees to use. Log fires are better than coal or oil, as they 
just re-cycle the carbon, rather than releasing long-stored fossil carbon. But I hope you all knew that...

On the previous page is the stack of alder logs that are filling a large fallen tree’s stump hole in the new alder 
glade in 6D.  It contains ‘rejects’ that are either going to be hard to split, or too heavy for most to lift. It’s good 
to add some already rotten wood, that will already have the fungi and insects it needs. There are also a handful 
of brash eco piles in the glade. If we’d burnt them we’d also have left a sterilised burnt patch of ground, 
whereas these may even offer a nesting site for birds, and a hibernation site for any hedgehogs the badgers may 
not have eaten - yes they DO!

Below is a shot of one of the eco piles that were left alongside FP6 southern half two years ago, by the 
Sparsholt students, and look at it now. Covered in vegetation, and hardly noticeable.

Woods are not meant to be tidy, like a municipal park. That leaves nothing for the numerous bugs and fungi to 
feed on, creating the start of the food chain, so please accept it, and stop worrying about fallen trees that are still 
hung up, as these will feed different fungi than the trees lying flat on the ground.

This Spring has been the best I have ever seen in HP, and that’s due to two things. 1) The amazing mild winter, 
and lots of ground water, and 2) The fact that whilst some folk don’t like us cutting trees down, doing so allows 
light in, which allows flowers, which encourages butterflies and other insects, which brings the birds. We will 
continue to let light in, but are not planning any more major felling in the next years. The storms may have 
other ideas, though…..
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If you are interested in learning to identify insects, moths, fungi or other such, you could do a lot worse than 
visit the Field Studies Council web site at < http://www.field-studies-council.org/publications.aspx>

They sell a range of excellent gatefold laminated card ID charts. Much cheaper than a load of expensive books.
I have lots of them.

Enjoy the Herbert Plantation,
Neill Bruce.
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 ROSEBAY WILLOWHERB

	
 This is the willowherb that one saw  
	
 on old bomb sites, and can still see on 
	
 derelict - usually brown-field - sites. 
	
 It only seems to have a foothold at the 
	
 Main Track X-roads, either side of the 
	
 main track on the western side, andd 
	
 one or two plants in 3A.

	

	

	
 ENCHANTERS NIGHTSHADE

	
 Widespread in the verges with sunlight. 
	
 What a romantic name for such a 
	
 minimal plant! This hairy plant is 
	
 actually another willowherb, not 
	
 related to the poisonous nightshades, 
	
 so seems to fit in here with the 
	
 above….
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 SELF HEAL

	
 Widespread, but you have to look for 
	
 this plant, as it will usually be half 
	
 buried in grass. I found a nice one on 
	
 old path 2 this week, and there are 
	
 others dotted about. Don’t confuse 
	
 it with Bugle, which it looks a bit 
	
 like, but it flowers much later than 
	
 Bugle. It was used for healing 
	
 wounds, but I 	
prefer Savlon cream!

	


While on the subject of path 2, I was delighted to see that clearing the shading sallows that hung over it has 
allowed 6 common spotted orchids to return to the verge. There always were common spotteds along there in 
the 1990s, and the shading stopped them from growing for 20 years. Let’s hope they multiply there, just as they 
have in 5A’s glade 5, on the right at the end of the main track. We counted 50 there this week, when we were 
down for a look round.  It’s a great pity that there are still some tree-huggers around, who don’t seem to 
understand that we aren’t cutting all the trees down, just creating areas for the sun to reach the ground, and 
promote wildflowers. One can only assume they prefer walking in still dark lifeless forests, which haven’t been 
managed….. Hey Ho.

	


	
 WHITE CLOVER

	
 There’s surprisingly little of this 
	
 in HP, whilst our lawn is a carpet!
	
 However, there is a patch of it at 
	
 the top of the steps on path 3, and 
	
 the occasional solitary flower 
	
 elsewhere.
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 RAGWORT

	
 I know this creates a lot of debate, but a) there are no horses in Herbert Plantation, and b) if there were, 
	
 the walkers who pull ragwort up, and leave it lying on the ground are much more likely to kill Dobbin 
	
 than if they just left it growing. This is 
	
 because horses don’t touch living 
	
 ragwort, knowing it to be poisonous. 
	
 Only when it’s dead/dried and mixed 
	
 in hay, do they unknowingly eat it.  
	
 The above is a typical sight, taken in late 
	
 July 2009, with a peacock and 3 meadow 
	
 browns - there is part of one just 
	
 showing above the peacock.  By that 
	
 time of year there are not so many 
	
 wildflowers around, and the ragwort is a 
	
 valuable source of late nectar, as well as 
	
 being the only food plant of the lovely 
	
 cinnabar moth, and I once again thank 
	
 Val Davies for her super photo.
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AND FINALLY…….

If you like butterflies, but haven’t found the time to learn to identify one species from t’other, then you could do 
a lot worse than use the link below, to download my illustrated list of those that can be found in HP, compiled 
with much kind help from a local expert. As it’s 6.9 MB I won’t attach it to this!

<http://www.burghclere.net/index.php/herbert-plantation.html>

The new glade in the alders 6D, with numerous broad buckler ferns, coppice re-growth on the alder stumps, and 
lots of other new trees starting up. I was down there on Wednesday afternoon and there was a dragon fly 
whizzing round, as well as the occasional butterfly. I’ve now retrieved all the firewood from the middle of the 
glade, and just have a few more roundels and cordwood lengths to sell, so I think we’ll clear the whole area of 
alder and birch firewood. To date I’ve supplied a staggering 77 loads, which probably equates to some 27 tons!

I’m not planning to repeat this exercise, as it’s too wearing on my machine - tyres for instance - and me! I’ve 
run it for 130 hours, and my estimate is that at least 110 hours have been involved in selling firewood.

Enjoy your walks,
Neill.
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 WOODY NIGHTSHADE, OR
	
 	
 	
 BITTERSWEET

	
 There has been an example of this on 
	
 the left/North of the main track, about 
	
 40 metres in from the main gate, just 
	
 before the young elderberry, that 
	
 some eager meddler recently cut 
	
 back, just as it was in full flower, for 
	
 which no thanks are due! Why was it 
	
 cut? It wasn’t in the way of walkers.
	
 Woody Nightshade has a most 
	
 delicate little flower, as you can see, 
	
 then bright red berries.
	
 Now you’ve seen it here, you might 
	
 spot some elsewhere, as it’s a climber.

	
 WOOD SAGE

	
 There are great drifts of this in 3A, and along 
	
 the glade walk in 5A. It’s everywhere, in 
	
 fact, and it’s been in flower for some 
	
 time. It’s so common that I forgot it, until I 
	
 took the flower shots this morning with my 
	
 new Lumix TZ60, which seems to be another 
	
 brilliant compact from Panasonic! The bees 
	
 and hover flies on it are treat to behold
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 TUTSAN

	
 Probably a bird-sown seed from a garden, 
	
 this is actually in good company, as it’s in the 
	
 same family as all the St John’s wort that is 
	
 keeping it company in 3A, beside path 11.
	
 New plant to HP.

	
 PRICKLY LETTUCE

	
 No, honestly! Another newcomer to HP, there is just the one 8ft+ specimen on the south side of path 11 
	
 in 3A. Doesn’t look very appetising so I suggest you leave it be. But where does something like that 
	
 come from, except bird pooh…?
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 Some people question as to why I bothered to net the - non-birch - trees that were coppiced in the 3 Cpts 
	
 that were cleared of birch. Well, last year there was a lot of deer damage to those that weren’t netted, as 
	
 there wasn’t much to choose from that was growing up, but this year there is just so much ‘food’ about 
	
 that the deer are only going for the plants that are easy to reach. The hazel and holly clump shown here, 
	
 is on the edge of FP6 in 3A, and I’m surprised to see that they have browsed holly, but here’s the 
	
 evidence. The holly are the dark stems on the left. Photo taken July 8th.

	
 Firewood sales have now reached 80 loads, and have nearly finished, so I would like to hear from you - 
	
 if you are a local walker ‘Friend of HP’ - if there is anything that you would like to see done for the 
	
 Plantation with some of the proceeds. I plan to have the edge of the wet alder carr fenced, alongside 
	
 Broken way, as I might have 	
mentioned before, and I think we might consider another bench 
	
 somewhere. 
	
 But where would local walkers like it to be, if anywhere? And anything else?

AND FINALLY……

	
 Those of you who might have thought what a terrible mess the new Alder glade looked, when I took this 
	
 shot on January 22nd., may have forgotten what Nature can do to recover, with lots of sunlight: see the 
	
 last image of ‘In Flower’, No 11.  I dug this one out to illustrate the Fixed Point photos that I do for the 
	
 Forestry Commission twice a year, and it reminds me what a huge effort it was to sell it all, and just how 
	
 much work all the customers put in with the ‘Pick and Load Your Own’ firewood sales, for which I 
	
 repeat my many thanks. You have doubly contributed to the wood we all love. 
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 The alternative would have been to sell it wholesale, which would have meant massive vehicles coming 
	
 in, churning up the bottom track, and the ground near the firewood piles, and much less income, most of 
	
 which would have had to be spent repairing the surfaces.

	
 All best,
	
 Neill

IN FLOWER IN HERBERT PLANTATION No. 12  8/7/14 © Neill Bruce



	


	


	
 COMMON CENTAURY

	
 Not so common in HP, there 
	
 is a clump on the south side 
	
 of the southern half of FP6, 
	
 about 40 metres from the 
	
 junction of paths 4 & 5, plus a 
	
 couple just coming into flower 
	
 at the start of path 4, at that 
	
 junction.

	
 CREEPING THISTLE

	

	
 This example was almost 
	
 beside the Centaury, but 
	
 there are other examples 
	
 around, one place being the 
	
 naturally created glade to 
	
 the right of the slope to the 
	
 steps on path 3. The flowers 
	
 are smaller and much paler 
	
 than the spear thistles, and 
	
 you can compare them 
	
 easily, as there are lots of 
	
 Spears at the above-
	
 mentioned junction of 
	
 paths 4, 5 & 6.
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 GREAT MULLEIN

	
 While we are at the above 
	
 mentioned junction, there are 
	
 two of these great woolly 
	
 giants there, although they 
	
 may well be buried in the 
	
 spear thistles!  The only other 
	
 place I know there are some is 
	
 in the middle of 4D, amongst 
	
 the St John’s wort. Most easily 
	
 seen from path 3 as it passes 
	
 the end of this Cpt. We have 
	
 them in the garden, when they 
	
 are always consumed by the 
	
 spectacular Mullein Moth 
	
 caterpillars, which haven’t 
	
 found the ones in HP - yet.

	
 HOGWEED

	
 This has been flowering for weeks in our garden, and 
	
 I didn’t think we had any in HP, until I saw one lone 
	
 plant at the junction of paths 3 & 10, at the top end, 
	
 in the verge of path 3. I expect I’m now going to get 
	
 emails from the regulars telling me there’s masses of 
	
 it elsewhere, so if you have seen it, do let me know!
	
 The orange beetles are Soldier Beetles, which seem 
	
 to find Hogweed an aphrodisiac, as they are always 
	
 mating on it, such that a naturalist pal calls them 
	
 ‘Hogweed Bonking Beetles!
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 SLENDER RUSH

	
 All along the main track, and 
	
 FP 6 there are little clumps of 
	
 this small rush, sometimes 
	
 called Path Rush, because 
	
 that’s where it seems to prefer. 
	
 One has to get damp knees to 
	
 get a shot of it, as it’s only 
	
 about 10 inches tall at best.

	

	
 LESSSER BURDOCK

	
 	
 There is lots of this just inside the main gate, and in 4A at the above-mentioned path junction.
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 GREATER BIRDSFOOT TREFOIL

	
 While I don’t recommend you trying to get close 
	
 to it, because there is a treacherous layer of dead 
	
 pine brash lying over very wet ground, there is a 
	
 good colony of this in the wet dip in the Scots 
	
 pines 2B. That area is developing really well 
	
 now we have removed quite a few pines.  There 
	
 was some remnant heather there, and that is now 
	
 burgeoning in the sunshine, just needing me to go and pull the bracken from around it sometime

	

	
 GREAT WILLOWHERB

	
 Another of the many 
	
 willowherbs we have in HP, 
	
 this is just inside the main 
	
 gates, and is the biggest in the 
	
 family.
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 UPRIGHT HEDGE 
	
 PARSLEY

	
 Flowering after the common 
	
 Cow Parsley, this is a much 
	
 thinner and lower umbellifer.
	
 You can find it right beside the 
	
 Great Willowherb, just  inside 
	
 the main gates, south side

.

	
 PERFORATE ST JOHN’S WORT

	
 I’ve shown this large so you can hopefully see the very fine translucent dots on the leaves. I have no 
	
 idea how much of the St John’s Wort in 3A is this type, as the only way to tell is to take a leaf and hold 
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 it up to the light! Needless to say I saw some Perforate on the south side of the Glade walk in 5A, set 
	
 well back off the path.

	
 HOARY WILLOWHERB	


	

	
 Left and below right. I saw this beside 
	
 path 11 in 3A. It has a much furrier 
	
 look than the others, see the shot 
	
 below.

	
 PALE WILLOWHERB

	
 Remembering I’m not a plant expert, if this 
	
 is pale WH, then it’s new to HP. It could of 
	
 course just be a white sport of an ordinary 
	
 one! I found it while stumbling through the 
	
 bramble in the hinterland of 3A.
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 AND FINALLY…...

If you want to see butterflies, then the 
much-mentioned junction of paths 4, 5 & 6 
is the place to go, when it’s sunny.  See 
Left. The Spear thistles and ragwort are 
some 6ft tall, and last Sunday I spent some 
time there being bombarded by Silver 
Washed Fritillaries, Peacocks, Meadow 
Browns, Small Skippers, Brimstones, and a 
White Admiral.

Truly great to see the butterfly population 
so boosted by the mild Winter and great 
Summer we are having.  Let’s just hope 
they can leave lots of eggs etc. that will 
survive to give us another great year in 
2015.

The Spring showed us that there are good 
stocks of violets for the Fritillaries, and we 

	
 know there’s always lots of 
	
 honeysuckle for the White 
	
 admirals, but I haven’t seen a Holly 
	
 Blue yet. 

	
 The photo on the right is taken 
	
 half-way along path 11 in 3A, 
	
 looking west, and shows how well 
	
 that is now covered in flowering 
	
 vegetation.
	
 Do let me know if you have found 
	
 a wild flower that I’ve missed.

	
 I plan to put edited/corrected 
	
 versions of these In Flower .pdfs on 
	
 the HP website section of 
	
 <www.burghclere.net> soon.
	

	
 Neill Bruce
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 HEMP AGRIMONY

	
 This is a new plant to HP, and may 
	
 just be another bird-dropped seed, as 
	
 there is just the one plant on the 
	
 inner edge of path 11 in 3A.  

	
 I did see it last year, although I don’t 
	
 remember whereabouts in 3A it 
	
 was! 
	
 It’s also known by its Latin name 
	
 Eupatorium.

	

	
 COMMON HEMP NETTLE

	
 A member of the Dead Nettle family, as 
	
 you can see from the leaves, this plant 
	
 only re-appeared in 5B after we’d 
	
 opened up the first glade under the 
	
 ancient oaks in 2008.  There isn’t a lot of 
	
 it, but if you walk from the bottom 
	
 bench glade No 7 in 5A, using the path 
	
 that goes directly down to path 3, it is 
	
 right in front of you, on the other side of 
	
 path 3. They are quite small flowers.
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 EQUAL-LEAVED KNOTGRASS

	
 Possibly the smallest flower in HP, of 
	
 about 2-3 mm across, this is quite 
	
 common in HP, although I had to 
	
 have it pointed out to me!
	
 This one was growing amongst the 
	
 Greater Plantains and Slender Rush 
	
 just into the northern section of FP 6 
	
 at the X-roads.

	
 I mostly use compact Panasonic 
	
 cameras for my flower photos, as they 
	
 allow me to hold the lens at 3 cms 
	
 from the subject, if the light is still 
	
 able to get to the subject. So, to 
	
 illustrate just how small this flower is, 

	
 I attach below the whole frame, from which the above clip was taken, with the lens about 4 cms from 
	
 the flower, on wide angle! Says something for the Leica lens as well.
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 LESSER SKULLCAP

	
 The non-‘lesser’ variety has blue flowers, and 
	
 in fact this variety is supposed to have pink 
	
 flowers.  It grows in damp places that you 
	
 don’t really want to go - well I would ask 
	
 you not to, please. For the record it’s found 
	
 in the shaded areas of the wet hollow of 2B 
	
 Scot’s pines, and well hidden in the 
	
 hinterland of 6B, where it’s dark and equally  
	
 wet, near our only patch of yellow flag iris, 
	
 that doesn’t flower, as it’s too shaded...

	
 The flowers are so small - but giants, 
	
 compared to the knotgrass - that I have to 
	
 admit to having taken some 88 exposures 
	
 before I got this one in focus, as it is on the 
	
 wet ground, and I was sinking in, as I leaned 
	
 over to try to get a clear photo, in the 
	
 shadows!

	

	
 WILD CARROT

	
 Another new-to-HP flower, there is just the 
	
 one on the verge of 3A at the main track 
	
 X-roads. It exclusively has the very distinct 
	
 3-forked bracts fringing the umbels - see 
	
 lower photo. Leaf shown lower right.
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 MEADOWSWEET

	
 Again we just have one known 
	
 group of this wetland plant. 
	
 You’ll find it about a metre in 
	
 from the edge of the lower 
	
 track in the alder carr, 
	
 although I think there’s some 
	
 in the hedgerow in Newtown 
	
 nearly opposite the church! 
	
 There was a small clump of it 
	
 right beside the bottom track 
	
 last year, but the deer ate the 
	
 flower head before I could 
	
 photograph it.. I don’t 
	
 think they can reach this lot.

	
 BUDDLEJA, OR ‘BUTTERFLY BUSH’

	
 I’m sure we all know this bush, and it is great to see quite a number of young ones back in HP. They are 
	
 in 3A, mostly along the south side of path 11. We did have one in 1B, just before the gate onto 
	
 Burghclere Common, but I didn’t discover it until it was too far gone in its decline, due to being shaded 
	
 out by other more dominant species. These may be the seedlings of this long departed bush, that have 
	
 lain waiting for light.
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 COMMON FLEABANE

	
 This has been gradually spreading in 
	
 the NE corner of 5A’s Glade 1, 
	
 although it needs some sallows 
	
 removing to give it a real chance.  For 
	
 years it never flowered, and I found a 
	
 whole flowering patch of it in 
	
 Highclere Park, beside the old 
	
 carriage drive to the Temple. This 
	
 snap was taken just this week in HP.

	
 LING HEATHER

	
 There was obviously quite a bit of heather in HP, when it was very open, during the war years. The 
	
 whole wood was planted with Larch, in the mid 1920s, and most of this was harvested for pit props 
	
 in 1936-7. Cpt. 5A was the only plot left, and that all blew down in the 1990 storm. There is a small 
	
 clump under the Scot’s pine half way along the main track, but I have been nurturing a whole new 
	
 colony on the open slopes to the wet area of 2B, where it is absolutely perfect for it.
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 WATER-PEPPER

	
 I only mention this, because it is just 
	
 sitting there, refusing to open its 
	
 flowers for the last few weeks, due to 
	
 the short time it gets any sunshine, I 
	
 think. You’ll find a clump of it just 
	
 inside the bottom gate, on the spoil 
	
 pile behind the awful Corporate sign! 
	
 - What was wrong with the 
	
 reasonable wooden one that was sawn 

	
 off to be replaced by this? All it adds are the contact details, which could have been added to the 
	
 wooden sign, saving a lot of money…. Anyway, little rant over, you may yet see the water-pepper 
	
 flowering, or a deer may eat it beforehand!

	
 AND FINALLY……

	
 Not having seen much St John’s Wort in previous years, I was delighted to see the wonderful colour of 
	
 the seed heads.  Cpt. 3A has really been a sight for sore eyes this year, and now the St Johns Wort 
	
 flowers are going over, it is turning from yellow to red with the seeds ripening.  Just the odd late-
	
 flowering clump of ragwort provides an elevated dash of yellow.
	
 We are gradually running out of new subjects for this series, having now covered an amazing 118 plants 
	
 and trees, with lots of omissions, due to the late start of the project, and my failing powers of 
	
 observation!  If you are confused by my mentioning all the compartment numbers, then there is a map 
	
 that you can download and print from the village web site. 
	
 <http://www.burghclere.net/index.php/herbert-plantation.html>     All best, Neill.
	

	
 SUNDAY AND MONDAY WILL HAVE WIND GUSTS OVER 30 MPH, SO STAY AWAY FROM
	
 HERBERT PLANTATION, AS TREES ARE MORE LIKELY TO BLOW OVER, WITH FOLIAGE.
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