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THE LOST ROADS OF BURGHCLERE and NEWTOWN

Have you ever wondered why a road has a kink in it? - As with Harts Lane by the 
Carpenter’s Arms.  Well, if you look carefully enough it frequently means that the 
kink was part of another road which crossed it, or the road you are on has been 
diverted.  Only rarely - if ever locally - does it mean that it had to skirt a pond or bog 
etc.  Always look at field boundaries, as they frequently reveal a possible road line.

In this article, I refer to roads, which in the 18th. century - and before - would mostly 
have just been tracks. i.e. the Green Lane is an ancient track that runs from Highclere 
to Hockleys Hole, and then on to Echinswell as a road.  I also refer to and use clips of 
several maps, including Mr Taylor’s map of 1759 and Mr Milne’s map of 1791.  
These maps are available to view at ‘Old Hampshire Mapped’ on the Internet, and I 
am most grateful to Martin Norgate for allowing me to use these maps to illustrate 
this history of the roads in Burghclere and Newtown.  I will also often refer to a map 

dated 1768 by John Willis and 
50+ year old Ordnance Survey 
maps - now out of © - are 
reproduced by kind 
permission of the Ordnance 
Survey UK.

So to Harts Lane; the kink 
lines up with the original route 
of Ox Drove, which curved 
round the back of the 
properties beside the Sandham 
Chapel, and crossed Harts 
Lane where the field gate used 
to be - and a new house is now 
built. From there it followed 
an existing hedge line down to 
West Street. As the red line on 
1935 OS map left.

Also on this map you can see that there is a short bit of track between the railway line 
and the main road (old A34, now B4640).  See blue line on map above. It connected 
the main road with Ox Drove. 

In 1761/2 King George III by act of Parliament authorised the “altering, widening 
and amending the Road from the North gate of the city of Winchester… to Newtown 
river.”  and this road became a Turnpike, or toll road.  Then, probably Henry Herbert 
(9th. Earl of Pembroke and owner of Highclere estate) diverted as many ancillary 



roads as possible to join the Turnpike at right angles - some say to slow highwaymen 
from joining it at speed from an acute angled junction.  This short piece - in blue - is 
where he diverted Ox Drove, until the railway arrived, when it was diverted back to 
run beside the railway line now Pound Lane.  You could still see a gateway in the 
main roadside hedge, up until the Newbury By-Pass was built, and the hedge by the 
now defunct ‘wide load’ standing was restored.  (This hard standing with galvanised 
gates was built to change over from Berkshire police escorts, to Hampshire escorts.)

If you see the ‘G.P.’ on the 1935 OS map, you can see where the Penwood Road was 
diverted to join the Turnpike at 
right angles. See purple line on 
map, which becomes Cooper’s 
Lane To Budds Farm. The 
Penwood Road  originally ran 
down the line of the footpath - 
shown in green.  If you go on 
the Highclere Estate “Lakes 
Walk”, you can still see the 
remnant of this FP just inside 
the park, over the stile off the 
track leading to London Lodge.
On the 1759 Taylor map clip - 
below - it is interesting to note 
that the Winchester road (now 
the B4640) isn’t connected to 

roads 1,2 & 3 - see red dotted line. 
You can also see the road that became 
Highclere FP 6 in the 1935 map.  The 
numbers 1, 2 & 3, refer to 1 what was 
then the main road to Winchester, 2 a 
road we will discuss later, but is still 
extant in the short strip up to the Old 
Policeman’s Cottage, and 3 West 
Street.  The fork by Ox Drove is 
probably Spring & Pound Lanes on 
the right, and Coopers Lane on the 
left.  

On the next page we see the 1768 
Willis map of the same area, which 
seems to agree with Taylor quite well, apart from the omission of the road that might 



r e p r e s e n t 
Coopers Lane, 
which is indeed 
odd.  However, 
the Turnpike is 
now connected, 
but what are the 
buildings shown 
just inside the 
P a r k . N o t 
London Lodge, 
as this wasn’t 
built until 1793.  
Maybe they 
were just park 
gates of some 
sort, or a toll 
point.

Now to the 1791 Milne map - below.  Firstly one can clearly see that the Penwood 
road and Harts Lane - in green - have been swung north, to join the Turnpike at right 
angles.  The purple road is Cooper’s Lane, and Ox Drove is shown in yellow, now 
disconnected from Harts Lane, and joining the Turnpike at right angles - but obscured 

by the large G! As I said, it 
remained like this until the railway 
came and cut through it, when it 
became an extension of Spring 
Lane/Pound Lane - shown in blue.

One thing to note, in the numbered 
roads 1, 2 & 3, is that road 2 has 
been cut off.  Where it has been 
cut, there is a road running east-
west.  This is still extant as FP 20.  
Road 3, remember, is West St. and 
road 1 is the Turnpike, but don’t be 
misled by the map fold!  If you 
look at the map on the next page, 

which is one of the c.1800 Highclere Free Warren maps, you will see that the 
Turnpike used to run through the edge of the park - see thin red line.  It is very sandy 
there, and hence the track became a ‘hollow way’, and thus almost certainly virtually 
unusable in certain weathers.



Looking further at this map - 
left - you will see that road No 
1 has gone, in exchange for the 
only bit of level ground to 
divert the main road onto. 
Thus road 2 has now been 
swung round west to join the 
old main road at the Carnarvon 
Arms (No 488 on map) or the 
Herbert Arms as it was still 
called. South of that it was 
deleted.  No 485 on the map is 
the old hollow way road. 
Where this new stretch of road 
meets FP20 is where the old 
policemen’s cottage is.  From 
1989 FP20 no longer ran west 
of the main road, as the 
Whitway Diversion destroyed 
the hollow way.  Note that No 
482 on the map is the old 
school, which explains why 
there are so many footpaths 
converging on this point.

On the 1759 Taylor map - right - you 
can see how road No 2 used to run, to 
join the Green Lane just by the old 
brick works.  In fact modern FP28 
uses the southern part; you can see a 
stub of it crossing Whitway on the 
Taylor map.  Also of note is that there 
are two houses on FP27, which are 
also shown on the 1768 Willis map.  
FP 27 is now a hollow way.  FP 21 still 
runs up from behind Ridgemoor 
Cottages on West St.



Finally, the placing of the Penwood road was nearly reversed, when the Whitway 
Diversion was built, but it accounts for the bend in the road at Treasure Hill.  

Now lets move to the centre of Burghclere.
Above is the now familiar 1759 Taylor map, the oldest I have with any recognisable 
detail on it.  To get our bearings, note Green Lane, that runs from Highclere through 
Hockley’s Hole - No 4 on the map - to Echinswell.   No 2 on the map is Well Street, 
and No 1 on the map is The Old Coach Road. This runs from Reeves Cottage at the 
junction of Church Lane and Well St, down to Earlstone Manor.  No 3 on the map is 
the Aldern Bridge Road.  Note Ox Drove, and more importantly, there appears to be 
no Harts Lane, although it could be a vestige just above the letter G, which is from 
the map’s Domesday ‘Evingar Hundred’. Just below where it says Well Street is a 
knot of roads.  I have shown modern FP 11 in green, although it appears to have 
crossed Well St. to join Ayres Lane, which forms part of this knot.  Later I will 
explain the kink in Ayres Lane.

Frankly it’s very difficult to make much sense of this map, at this knot, but in the 32 
years up to Milne of 1791 - see following page - the roads have either been 
rationalised, or he was a much better map maker!  On the Taylor map I have dotted in 
red those roads that there are no longer any signs of, even as footpaths.  With very 



few other houses in modern 
Burghclere in the late eighteenth 
century, it appears that the area 
around Ayres Lane was called 
Well St.

So, to the 1791 Milne map - left. 1 
is the Old Carriage Drive, 2 is 
Well St., 3 is the Aldern Bridge 
Road, with the odd Y shaped bit 
showing where FP 12 goes down 
to Palmer’s Hill Farm. 4 is 
Hockley’s Hole. 5 is Dodd’s Farm 
with FP 24 heading east, and note 
the dotted line, which runs up to 
The Old Coach Road.  This 
actually shows as a Footpath on 
my 1935 OS map.  6 is Harts 
Lane, 7 is Ayres Lane, and 8 is the 
Green Lane. The dotted red line is 
Ox Drove.  Milne has actually got 
Ox Drove slightly incorrect, as it 

does in fact bend south a little at the NE 
corner of Breach Copse, and if we look at the 
1826 Greenwood map - below right - he has 

too. The 1935 OS map - above left - 
shows this bend very well, and it indicates where the now deleted road - in blue on 
Greenwood - joined it. My guess is that the short length of green road, on 



Greenwood, is the main entrance to what is now Heatherwold Stud, which was a 
farm, whilst the dotted red line is Woodbine Lane.  Back to the 1935 OS, and I’m 
intrigued by the double line just below the Newbury & Whitchurch distance text.  Is 
this a double field boundary, or another track?  That blue line is actually important, as 

it appears to be another 
road that has been deleted 
completely.  

Left I show the 1759 
Taylor map again, and note 
the Y junction just the to 
right of the words Ox 
Drove, dotted in red.  My 
reckoning is that the right 
fork of this is the road 
shown in blue on the 
previous map, whilst the 
other road, which would 
cut through what is now 
Breachfield has gone.

The southern end of this 
deleted road could still 
exist as part of FP 13, but 
there isn’t enough detail to 
reach a conclusion.  If I 
copied the average 
archeaologist, who can 
build a town from one 
piece of pottery, I’d make a 
guess at what I’ve shown 
left on the 1935 OS map. 

Working up from Spring 
lane, we have existing FP 
13, which goes to Church 
Lane.  However, when the 
church was built in 1838 it 
could have been diverted 
from the more likely 
position of coming out into 

Harts Lane opposite FP10, as 
shown in solid red.



Then we have two possibilities.  Where there is a ? does look like a road, so either 
FP 10 has been diverted anticlockwise, or more likely, the ? road was moved to join 

the Turnpike at right angles, thus 
moving its junction with Ox 
Drove from FP10 to a few yards 
up the Drove, then it was deleted.  

Also shown on the 1935 OS map 
is the alignment of Ayres Lane 
and FP 11 - in green.  Looking at 
a current Rights of way map, the 
deleted link is much more of a 
straight line from FP 11 to the 
kink in Ayres Lane, but as it’s all 
still in © I can’t show it to you!

The red numbers are the 
same roads as before.

Reinforcing what I said at 
the beginning about roads 
being tracks etc. if you have 
never walked along FP 14 
from Budds Farm, then do.  
The straight part, before it 
emerges onto Ridgemoor is 
quite obviously untouched, 
and has a wonderful ancient 
feel to it.  Today’s FP 14 
follows the track exactly, 
and note that in 1935 it 
wasn’t listed as a footpath, 
but shown as a track.  One can imagine Cobbett riding his horse along it, as he 
mentions Mr Budd in his Rural Rides.

However, note the other footpaths that converge onto it just north of the Alders.  
Remember that the southern end of FP 14 is on West St, and the track going west is 
FP 20, that used to lead to the old school.



MORE ANCIENT ROADS

One of the things that has long interested me is the original route of the Pilgrim’s 
Way between Dorchester-on-Thames & Winchester, as far as it affects Burghclere & 
Newtown.  Our parish was in Wessex, the tribal kingdom of the West Saxons.  In 635, 
King Cynigils gave permission for Birinius - a missionary - to preach Christianity to 
his people. Birinius became the first Bishop of Wessex and established an episcopal 
centre at Dorchester-upon-Thames, a former Roman town. He established the church 
at Winchester in 648, the year before he died.  In 679 the Wessex Bishops moved 
their seat to Winchester and in 690, when the kingdom of Mercia was threatening to 
attack the kingdom of Wessex, Saint Birinius' remains were brought from Dorchester 
to the first Winchester shrine, now called "The Old Minster". Here it was visited by 
pilgrims for eight hundred and fifty years, although the murder of Thomas Becket in 

Canterbury Cathedral in 
1170 seems to have 
diverted pilgrims there, 
from Winchester.

We know that Newtown 
- see Google earth 
image left - was 
established in 1200, by 
the Bishop of 
Winchester (who’s 
country seat was 
Highclere), so it seems 
that pilgrims would 
have been passing 
through for some 510 
y e a r s b e f o r e . 
Newtown’s market was 
granted in 1218, up 
‘Newtowne Streete’, 
also sometimes called 
‘Estreete’ (East St) - 
now the drive to (the big 
white) Newtown House. 
It then curved round to 
pick up the existing road 
at Jonathan Hill.  It was 
only diverted in the 
1830s, when the 
Arbuthnots - owners of 



Newtown House - had to buy two cottages beside the Swan Pub, and have them 
demolished in order to divert the road to its current route, apparently because of the 
noise made by late night revellers passing their house.

The only Pilgrim evidence that 
I can find is that in the 1926 
Highclere Auction - see a 
separate article on this web site 
‘The Birth of Modern 
Burghclere’ - Lot 40 Earlstone 
Manor and farm has this 
written in the catalogue. 
“Lying on the ancient ‘Coach 
Road’ or ‘Pilgrim’s Way’ a 
mile from the point at which 
the latter leaves the main 
road…..”

On the Free Warrens map - left 
- field No 737 is called 
Pilgrims Meadow, and this 
name dates back to at least the 
turn of the 18th and 19th 
centuries, when the map was 
made.  If the field name’s not 
just a fable, then Earlstone 
must date back a lot earlier 
than Domesday.

However, if one reads the 
excellent paper “The Lands of 
Corpus Christie College, 
Oxford, in Newtown, 
Hampshire” by Stan Wright, 
1995. one learns that what is 
now the B4640 was called 
“The King’s Highway from 
Newbury to Winchester”  as far 

back as 1377. - This queries the 
fact that, on the 1759 Taylor map, this road doesn’t connect to Whitway, but appears 
to go down Pound/Spring Lane, which is unlikely.  By 1505 it was called ‘Westrete’, 
which suggests the origins of the road we now call West Street….. 



So either it was a map making error by Taylor, or this way had fallen so far into 
disuse that it wasn’t worth showing on the map. This is supported by the reference to 
it as ‘a Back Lane’ in later Newtown leases, so it may well have deteriorated, leaving 
the preferred route south to be up the Newtown Streete or ‘Estreete’, across Newtown 
common, and joining Well St. at the parish boundary. Then down the Old Coach 
Drive to Earlstone. 

From Earlstone it would make sense to go down the track - Bridleway 25 - to 
Hockley’s Hole, where there is a “never failing spring of pure water”  - again from the 
1926 sale catalogue.  But, where from there? Would the route have taken them past 
Old Burghclere Manor, which in medieaval times was a hospice for sick travellers?  

It seems likely, 
and also it 
seems unlikely 
that they would 
have trudged all 
the way up 
Ladle Hill, so 
maybe they 
used FP29, 
which links 
Hockley’s and 
the Manor.

Reading the 
W r i g h t 
document on 
Newtown and 
with some 
feedback from a 
local farm 
manager, I then 
looked at Long 
Lane, and 
where it might 
have gone to. 

Long Lane could be even older than the Green Lane, which I believe to be Roman.  
The road that joins the Swan Inn to the C183 Aldern Bridge road is now called the 
C171, but as early as 1377 was known as ‘Long Lane’. It has another kink in it!  
Sometime between 1810 and 1870 it was diverted south to the current route, from 
running closer to Adbury House, and straight across towards North Sydmonton Farm.  
See red line on map above.



Follow this, but turn right to Adbury Farm, 
and then pick up footpath 2, which runs 
due south to Frith Copse.  Follow this on a 
map - the OS Pathfinder series is good - 
and there is a track that continues to 
Longmeadow Row, and on to Earlstone 
Manor, where there is a field called Pound 
Meadow, and another called Pilgrims.  

From there follow Bridleway 25 to 
Hockleys Hole, and on up past Werg’s 
Farm to the Sydmonton Court gates.  Now 

take Bridleway 34 to Ladle Hill.

This route makes the most sense for 
a sheep drove track off the downs 
to Newbury, and has many 
branches to farms such as 
Cowhouse, Palmer's Hill, and 
Adbury still visible today as strips 
of wooded land, tracks and 
footpaths. The road past Wergs is a 
typical wide, green-edged drove 

1958 Adbury Park 
auction map, courtesy 

OS and DWB



road. There are remains of a Roman forge near Longmeadow Row, which means 
there was use at that time, and there is no reason to suspect that the Iron age fort on 
Ladle didn’t use this track as a route north. - But could it have been the Pilgrim’s 
Way?  Maybe before 1200, but it is more likely to have been the King’s Highway, 
along the B4640 of today.

The fact that there is 
a field called Pound 
M e a d o w a t 
Earlstone, would 
suggest a drove road, 
and it is well 
r ecorded tha t 
Newbury was a 
strong centre for the 
16th. century wool 
trade, with John 
Winchcombe - Jack 
O’Newbury - being a 
central character.



The last ‘Lost Road’ in 
Burghclere was Pound 
Lane, shown here 
running from its 
junction with Ox Drove 
up to the then A34 - 

Left: The part of Long Lane as it 
passes Earlstone, showing the 
approximate site of the Roman 
forge.

Below, the same area on an 1877 
6 inch to 1 mile Ordnance Survey 
map



now B4640.  It was completely missed by the Department of Transport planners, 
whose maps didn’t go this far off the main road!  It was closed off - to a mere 
footpath - when it was shown by locals that it would become a ‘rat run’, saving 
having to drive round the block to reach Harts Lane.

It remained looking nice and rural - as here - until Travellers frequented it, destroying 
trees, burning cars, and chucking rubbish down the disused Didcot - Newbury - 
Southampton railway cutting, after which gates and earth bunds had to be put at both 
ends.


