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OLD MONEY
Pre decimalisation on February 15th. 1971 the UK had a unique system of money.
There were Pennies - twelve of which made a Shilling - or a ‘Bob’, with twenty
Shillings to one Pound - or a ‘Quid’- which term is still in use today.
So there were 240 old Pennies to one old Pound.
The penny was divided in two for a Halfpenny, and the Halfpenny was divided in two
for a Farthing.
The coins in use post WWII were Farthing, Halfpenny, Penny, Threepenny bit,
Sixpenny bit, Shilling, Two shillings or ‘Florin’, and two Shillings and six Pence, or
‘Half a Crown’. There used to be a Crown (= five Shillings) but it was not in general
circulation after WWII.
The normal way it was shown was unique in that a Half Crown looked like this 2/6d,
meaning 2 shillings and 6 pence. Two shillings looked like 2/-, but three pence
looked like 3d.
However in this auction catalogue’s pages, it was more definitive than that, showing
such as £2 3s 10d, for Two Pounds three shillings and ten pence. I have used the
short version to save space!
There was a Guinea coin between 1717 and 1817, which was £1 1s. It was often used
in auctions, although I think that it was probably considered a bit above the deemed
local yokel mental ability to work out just how much 100 Guineas might have been.
(£105) Certainly so, if the Newbury Weekly News article is anything to judge by.
I believe horses are still sold in Guineas today, and there are horse races in Thousands
of Guineas.
The Farthing was abolished in 1961, by which time it bought nothing, and we lost the
Halfpenny only a few years ago.
The twelve sided threepenny bit (3d) was originally made of silver, and some are still
used in Christmas Plum puddings, as lucky charms, as they are less poisonous than
the later Cupro/Zinc/Nickel alloy, in the slightly acid pudding mix!

OLD LAND MEASUREMENT
Nowadays land area is measured in square metres and Hectares. All nicely metric
and simple to calculate; not so before we all went decimal. Whilst the UK measuring
system dates back to Saxon times, when there was an ‘Inch’ - the width of a man’s
thumb; a ‘Foot’ - the length of the thing we stand on, although it’s the length of my
shoe in fact; a ‘Yard’ = 3 feet, and was the distance from a man’s nose to the tip of his
middle finger, with outstretched arm, there was a separate system for land
measurement.
The ‘Rod’ (gyrd) was a Saxon unit equal to about 20 natural feet, and which once it
had been used for some time, the Normans had to adopt in order to keep records
accurate. This was fixed at 16 ½ feet (5 ½ yards). 40 Rods make a Furlong, or the
length of a furrow, as ploughed by an ox team. An intermediate measure was the
more recent Chain, which equalled 4 Rods.
Gunter’s ‘Chain’ was 66 feet long, divided into 100 links, joined by rings. Each link
with ring attached = 66 x 12 ÷ 100 = 7.92 inches! A piece of brass was attached to
every tenth link, for calculating less than a Chain. So, 1 Chain = 4 Poles = 22 Yards,
with 10 chains to a Furlong, 8 of which make a mile. Oh, and a square Pole is also
known as a Perch. - still with me?
The acre, which is 40 Rods long, by 4 Rods wide, was reckoned to be the area a man
could plough in a single day, and is recorded as early as the year 732 AD.
Using my ancient Wightman’s Arithmetical Tables, a little russet coloured book I
have treasured since a small boy as a crib, I can explain how the Highclere Estate
measured the fields.
30 ¼ square yards made one square Pole or Perch, 16 of which made one Square
Chain, 2 ½ of which made one Rood, 4 ½ of which made one Acre! ‘Simple’ as the
Meerkat says.
Thus you measure a large square field to be 2,860 Links along its side, = 8,179,600
square links = 81.796 acres. The .796 comes to 3.184 Roods, the .184 comes to 7.36
Poles.
So the field’s area is 81 acres, 3 Roods and 7.36 Poles.

The Great Highclere Auction
of 1926
It is assumed that most readers will be familiar with the story of the 5th. Earl of Carnarvon’s
death in 1923, from an infected mosquito bite in Egypt, whilst exposing the tomb of King
Tutankhamun. What may be less well known is that in order to pay the huge death duties that
resulted, one thousand and twenty acres of the Highclere estate, east of the Didcot Newbury
Southampton railway, were auctioned by local auctioneers Messrs. Dreweatt, Watson & Barton
on July 30th. 1926.
This most important change, in local land ownership, involves almost every house in
Burghclere village centre. My grateful thanks are due to local farming family the Whitings,
who lent me a copy of the auction catalogue, from which we can see how the lots were
described, and even see what many of the lots sold for. They also lent me a fascinating copy of
the Newbury Weekly News’ report of the auction. (NWN)
Many well known village farms were included, as well as many fields, woods, and plots that
were - even in 1926 - described as “Attractive Building Sites”. The largest lot was Earlstone
Manor Farm, which was just over 222 acres. This was followed by Falkland Farm, which was
179 acres, Duncroft at 87 acres, Norman at 68 acres and Dodds at 30.
A report from the Newbury Weekly News of the time explains that in around May 1926 all
tenants were given the opportunity to buy their holding in advance of the auction. It reported
that the late Earl’s recently retired agent Major Rutherford and his son J. S. Rutherford the
current agent, made sure that those who bought prior to auction did so at a very favourable rate.
I am still trying to find a record of the pre auction prices. Can anyone help, please?
With the auction catalogue was an Ordnance Survey map - see the first page - with the lots
marked and coloured. Because this map is large in size, I have broken it up into several
sections, and these are all reproduced by kind permission of Ordnance Survey UK, as the map
is over 50 years old.
I have reproduced each lot description, from the catalogue, because it shows the annual rent,
tithe and land tax, as well as the bids and often the purchaser. The purpose of tithe was the
upkeep of the parish clergy, and was usually calculated as one tenth of the annual ‘production
value’ of a farm, croft etc. Initially paid in kind, this was soon replaced by a monetary amount,
and with a few exceptions it was ended in 1936, with the Tithe Act. If you want to read more,
go to:<www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/catalogue/RdLeaflet.asp?sLeafletID=100>

UK Land tax appeared in a 1688 Act, and officially ended in 1832, but was replaced by a
similar scheme that finally ended in 1949. Nowadays we just pay extortionate rates, and only
support the clergy if we want to....

When viewing this article on Adobe Reader,
you can see better detail on the old and
feint catalogue pages, by using the + button
to enlarge the page size. It is not viable to
use a higher quality image, as it just delays
loading the page onto your screen.

The auctioneer is reported to have given an example of annual rent, of “a Cottage, cow shed
and ten acres of pasture land being £11 - 15/- shillings a year, whereas this lot fetched £500 at
auction, which if invested in ‘sound trustee stock’ would bring a higher return than the rent!”
i.e. If interest rates were anything over 2.4%, you’d make more money by not buying the house
as an investment, which just shows how the property market has changed.. Even so, I’ve no
doubt many tenants had to borrow the purchase price, in order to secure their freehold.
Now, in 2010 we have Highclere Estate again ‘short of pocket’ to use a lovely Americanism.
As I understand it, they were relieved of paying death duties on the two most recent deaths of
the 6th. and 7th. Earls, in 1989 and 2001, in exchange for opening the castle and some walks to
the public, but were required to maintain the buildings etc.; which they now say they are unable
to do, so want to build houses on AONB land just outside the Park Pale, under an ‘Enabling
Development’ scheme that assists planning permission, in order to raise the £11 million
required.
Yet again our local hero and world-renowned composer/entrepreneur Sir Andrew LloydWebber - who has already saved us from having a golf course on 200 acres of lovely exHighclere Estate farmland at Ridgemoor Farm - has now offered to buy the castle, to use as an
art gallery. It sounds like the ‘offer from Heaven’ to every local except the current Lord
Carnarvon, who says he’s not going to sell. We’ll see.
I digress. So back to 1926.
One wonderful comment in the NWN, which shows how politically incorrect one could be in
1926, says “In many other instances he (the auctioneer) was most successful in coaxing bids,
for the company, as is characteristic of the old-fashioned land dwellers, were not any too quick
on the uptake. They are used to making a bargain and were not to be hurried. It was something
of a grave undertaking for them to be asked to make up their minds quickly to bid £200, £300
or even £400 upon which they could not go back. It seemed as if they would have been happier
at a Dutch Auction” My researches suggest a factor of times 27 for price increases since the
war, although it is obvious that property has increased by more than 270%.
In 2006 I wrote this history for the local ‘News from the Villages’ magazine, so was unable to
reproduce the auction catalogue as here. This meant I was required to describe all the
information contained therein. Now, I think the best way is to clip the map into parts, and then
show the lots that it covered exactly as they appeared in the catalogue, which you will also see
has the bids pencilled in. Those Lots which have SOLD stamped on, are of course the lots presold to their tennants. When a ‘Mr Thake’ is mentioned, I think he was from Thake &
Pagington, local estate agents.

Lots 1 and 3 were large pasture fields, each with 1/4 mile of Fishing on the river Enborne,
and were in the triangle formed by the A343, Wash Water and the old railway line. Now on
modern maps as Common Farm.

Lot 2 was the 179 acre
Falkland Farm, between
the river Enborne, the
A343 and reached down
to Deadmore Lane. I
don’t know why, but it
failed to sell at £2350.
Looking at the alterations
on the sale catalogue,

there may have been too
many to give a sense of
security to make a firm and irreversible, of course
- bid for the lot. I’d have
waited and got it sorted out
after the auction...
Above: The sale map, with
various fields scratched
out, whilst even the
description of the
buildings (Left) doesn’t
seem to be very accurate!

The Google Earth view of Lot 2 Falkland Farm; the thin blue line being the river
Enborne. Dotted lines denote the fields withdrawn on the schedule.

Lot 4 was a small holding sold prior to auction.

On the south side of Deadmore Lane it was
described thus:- “Situate in Deadman’s Bottom, comprising a Brick and Thatched Cottage,
containing Six Rooms, and about Five Acres of Pasture Land” It included all of Deadmore
Lane that it fronted onto, with rights of way to other lots (5, 6 & 7) beyond. Let to, and
purchased by Israel Hall on a yearly Michaelmas Tenancy at an apportioned rent of £8, with a
tithe of 18/1d and no land tax. - “Some of the tenants were old men who had been born on their
holdings, which had been in the occupation of their families for generations. When one of

these, a grey-haired veteran named Israel Hall secured (Lot 5, for £100) ...against the bidding of
an outsider, the audience broke into applause.” (NWN)

Interestingly this shows that Deadmore
Lane itself was included in this lot.

Google Earth shot of Lot 4, with the white line being Deadmore Lane

Lot 5 was 7 acres of rough pasture, on the opposite side of Deadmore Lane, at an apportioned
rent of £2, with a tithe of 17/8d and no land tax.

Lot 6 was the field
beside it to the east,
with
Highclere
footpath 3 running
down the edge. At 4
acres,
it
was
described
as
an
“Attractive Building
Site” let at an
apportioned rent of
£3, with no land tax
or tithe, it was
bought by Mr C
Smith prior to the
auction.

Lot 7. This appears on modern maps in Deadmore Lane as Wheatlands Farm and was also
sold prior to auction to Mr C Smith, the tenant. It was described as “Four Fields of Pasture
Land extending to an area of 11 acres (or thereabouts). i.e no house existed then. It was let at an
apportioned rent of £3, with no tithe or tax. The largest of the fields was 4 acres, and was
directly south of the house in Lot 4. This lot had a right of access to Lot 12, which was Great
and Little Hitchens Copses.

Lot 8

was another Small
Holding, at the end of the
lane, between Tothill Farm
and the railway line.
It
consisted of “A Picturesque
Pair of Thatched Cottages,
occupying
a
delightful
situation with fine views, well
adapted for conversion into
one House. Each contains six
rooms...
The Buildings
include Cowhouse for Four,
Three Pigsties, Small Barn
with Loose Box, Stable, Cart
Shed etc.” There were 9 acres
of pasture, and again Mr Head
is a tenant of one cottage at £5
per annum, while the other is
let to Mr George Kewell, who

was
paying
£16!
Tithe
was £1 16/2d
with land tax
of 16/3d as
apportioned.
The lot was
purchased
prior
to
auction by the
two gentlemen
tenants.

Lot 9 was Tothill Farm, described as “A Finely Situated Private House with Small Farm...the
house is of substantial erection and faces due South with fine views... The Small Farmery
comprises Range of Timber and Tiled Cowhouses for Five, Stabling for Three, Barn, Pigstyes
etc.” with a total of 23 acres. It was let to Mr W.G. Head on a yearly Michaelmas tenancy, at an
apportioned rent of £41 3/- with a tithe of £3 15/11d but no land tax. It was sold prior to
auction to the tenant.

In the Google Earth photo you can just see the pair of cottages that are Lot 10, where
it says Tothill on the white road. The orange plot above is Great Hitchens Copse,
which you can see is now fields in the photo.

Lot 10 was just past Tothill Farm, down the lane

This was a pair of brick and thatch cottages,
each of four rooms, with a joint well. One house was let to Mr Head, the other to a Mr J
Gregory at a rent of £2 12/- each. Land tax was 5/-, and the tithe was ten pence. Mr Head
bought both cottages for £100. You might be tempted to say “Those were the days!“, but they
probably stayed at that equivalent value until the 1960s.

Lot 11 was a 4 acre “Very desirable Building Site just to the north of Tothill Farm.

This was
let to the same Mr Kewell as Lot 8, at £4 per year, with tithe of 7/3d and tax of 7/-. It reached
£90 at the auction, but was withdrawn at this price, and sold to a Mr Sykes after the auction.
“The soil of the track (running up the east boundary of Tothill Farm) is included in this lot.

Lot 12

was Great and Little Hitchens
Copses. These two woods were described as
“Seventeen Acres of Thriving Woodlands,
well Stocked with well-grown Oaks, a good
many fit to cut” This may explain why
the first bid of £200 was from a Mr
Barlow a timber merchant, still in
Hermitage. However, it was finally
knocked down to Mr Bance - a builder
- for £470. Great Hitchens is now a
field, but Little Hitchens copse
remains. It must have been in hand, as
no tenant is shown. The Tithe was £1
1/- with no land tax.

Lot 13 was the final lot west of the old A34 (B4640), called “Quarrystone Wood.”

Described
as “The very valuable block of Building Land...with a frontage of over 350 yards to the main
road... a Building Site unrivalled in the district, there being space for several good country
houses.” It was 12 acres, and was “knocked down to Mr Bailey, of Croydon, who is a brotherin-law of Mr W G Head.” (NWN) for £600. Again it was in hand, had no tithe, but a land tax
of 3/-.

Lot 14,

which was eleven acres of land “adjacent to Newtown Common” between
Sheepwash, Woodbine Lane and Footpath 5 was withdrawn unsold at £580.
One interesting thing to note on many of the subsequent lots, which were west of the old A34
(now the B4640) and the adjoining roads is that they contained a restriction, forbidding
building within 25 to 35 yards from the road. Only private houses would be allowed. We will
see that in later years this distance was ignored in some places.

Lot 15 was 4 acres of Accommodation Pasture between Sheepwash Farm and Footpath 5.
Let to a Mr G. J. Harding at £3 per year apportioned, tithe free and taxed at 2/6d it was sold to
the tenant prior to auction.

Lot 16 was the 1 acre field of Pasture on the corner of the main road and Woodbine Lane,
also let to Mr Harding at an apportioned rent of £1, with a tithe of 7/9d and tax of 1/6d. It was
suggested it had “..many attractions as a Building Site.” It was bought at auction for £160 by
Shergold. (Of - I assume - the local agents Day Shergold.)

Lot 17 was the land fronting onto Pound Lane, that now comprises Ash Cottage and the expaddock beside Grange Cottage. It was 2 acres, and sold as “an attractive building site” for
£195 to a Mr Garrett shown as a ‘retired railwayman from Eastleigh’ on the Grange Cottage
deeds. The Ash Cottage part was subsequently bought by the Behrends to build Stanley
Spencer’s house on, while the paddock joined Grange Cottage in 1949, when the then owner
Mr Hampton bought it.

Lot 18

was
Breach Coppice,
18
acres,
“thickly stocked
with
young
oaks,” reached
only £550 and
failed to sell. I
can draw a very
interesting
comparison
here, as 32 years
later
Herbert
Plantation sold
for £38 per acre,
whereas
this
failed to sell in 1926 at £30.5 per acre. So one can see that land prices did not increase by a
great deal in the interim. See the photo at the end, showing 22 houses now on this lot...

Lot 19

was “An
attractive
Small
Holding,
fronting
the Ox Drove and
comprising a Brick
and Tiled House
containing
eight
rooms and having
nice gardens. The
Buildings comprise
Yard with Open
Sheds,
Barn,
Harness
House,
Stabling for Three,
and
F o u r- b a y
Implement
Shed,
with a total 34 acres.
The house is now
called Walnut Cottage, and the yard was directly behind the cottage. The land was all the fields
now behind Breachfield up to Ayres Lane. Henry Palmer (of Dodds Farm) bought this land at
auction in 1981 from Jim Luckes of Coopers farm.

Lot 20

was described as a “brick-built and tiled cottage and garden”, although I doubt the
garden was fully tiled… Adjoining Lot 19, it had six rooms with scullery, and was let to a Mr
W. Owen at an apportioned rent of £3 3/- (three guineas). The tithe was 2/6d and land tax 3/- as
apportioned. It had its own well. As with most other cottages, this lot sold to the tenant prior to
the auction. It was extensively modernised by local builder Ian Hiller, who lived in it for many
years in the 1970s and 80s.

Lot 21 was another
Small Holding being
the NW end of Ayres
Farmhouse. This was
sold at auction for
£500 to Mr E Cox,
baker,
Newtown
Common. It included
the northern 9 acres
of the field on the
opposite side of
Ayres Lane, and the
yard now used by
Boyles Builders on
the NW side. There
were
also
some
buildings in the field
edge, remnants of
which can still be
seen. Described as a “Cottage containing four rooms, with Dairy and Woodhouse and a small
set of Buildings including Cow Shed for four, Hay House, two Pig Styes, Yard and Open Shed

together with pasture land”, the total site was estimated at 10 acres. It was let to Mrs James
Waite, who paid a rent of £11 15/-, with tithe of £2 13/11d and land tax of 4/9d! It shared a
well with the other two cottages in the row.

Lot 22 was the middle cottage, - now part of Ayres Farmhouse - with a narrow frontage to
Ayres Lane, and a garden to the rear, running parallel to Lot 23 and Ayres Lane. Described as
“The Adjoining Cottage and Large Garden, containing four rooms and offices and two
Woodhouses.” This cottage was let to a Mr James on a monthly tenancy at £3 per annum. It
then goes on to say that one of the Woodhouses was in the occupation of the tenant of the third
cottage at 5/- per annum! To complicate matters even more the tenant of the third cottage had
to allow access across his land to the garden and rear of the middle cottage. One can see how it
ended up as it is today! This centre cottage was tithe free and had a land tax of 3/-. This and
the third cottage were sold prior to the auction, which was probably welcomed by the
auctioneer, who would have probably had difficulty explaining all this to “the old-fashioned
land dwellers, (who) were not any too quick on the uptake...” (NWN)

Lot 23 was the third, five roomed cottage, which was let to Mr H Barber, and was described
as “The adjoining Small Holding.. and Dairy with Large Garden and Well. The set of buildings
comprising Cowhouse for four, Open Shed, Two Pig Styes, yard etc.” This lot included the
other half of the field on the NE side of Ayres Lane. A total of 8 acres, with a rent of £14 10/-,
tithe of £1 17/2d and no land tax.
This was also sold prior to the auction.

Lot 24.

The first lot
fronting Harts Lane,
where the old Post
Office and Limes
Avenue properties are,
was described as “An
Enclosure of Arable
land of 2 acres...having
considerable Building
value..” it was let to
Mr H Sheldrake at an
apportioned rent of £2,
with a tithe of 10/3d,
and land tax of 2/-.
With a conditional
building line reduced
to 25 foot fronting
Harts Lane, which
seems to have been
ignored by whoever
built
the house
Tottenham. It sold at
auction for £105 to Mr
Edwin Wait of North
End (NWN).

Lot 25, was bought by
Mr Bance for £250. This
covers what is now from
the west of ‘Tottenham’
on the corner of Limes
Avenue and Harts Lane
through to Footpath No
10 opposite the war
memorial; and back to
the edge of the fields
behind.
Described as
“Accommodation Arable
and Pasture Land...of 10
acres possessing also
Considerable Building
Value” It was let to Mr
H Sheldrake for £8, with
tithe of £1 18/6d and tax
of 8/-. Again the 25 foot
building
line
was
imposed. Well, 84 years
on it hasn’t lost its auction description, has it. Bewley Homes are building 19 houses on the
shorter plot with 3 houses to the right; and the existing houses will remain…

Lot 26 was also bought by Mr Bance, for £100.

It is the little area with three modern houses
on it opposite the church lych gate. Described as “An Attractive Small Coppice...being nicely
timbered, and owing to its good Frontage forming A Desirable Building Site of 1 acre” It
appears to have been in hand, with a tithe of 1/2d, and land tax of 3d, it again had the same 25
ft building line clause. However, it wasn’t built on until the 1970s.

Lot 27 was basically the
land now covered by
Breachfield
estate,
described as “adjoining
Council
Houses”
by
NWN, apart from a small
plot west of ‘Hannington
View.’ At 10 acres of
Pasture Land let to Mr H
Barber for £10, with tithe
of £1 8/9d and no tax, it
sold to a Mr Mercer, (the
carrier?) of Newtown
Common, for £240.

Lot 28

was described as “A
Valuable Small Building Estate,
known as Reeves Piece.” This
is the land that The Clere
School now occupies, except
that there was a strip right
through the middle that was
“...the
property
of
the
Parishioners of Burghclere, and
not included in the sale.” Of 9
acres in total, it was let to Mr
Francis Bacon, at a rent of £6
3/6d, with tithe of 3/6d and tax
of 5/6d as apportioned. This lot
was withdrawn at auction at
£770, but bought after by Mr
Bacon. There was a condition
that no building shall be
erected nearer than 35ft to the
roads. Mr Bacon lived at what
is now called Charlie Hill, but
was called Earlstone then. The
story goes that after Mr Bacon moved, the house was bought by Mr Behrend, who lived in the
now burnt down and demolished Grey House or Greycroft, and that he had it demolished, by
Head the builder, because he could see it from his window!

Lot 29 was the small plot of land at the northern end of the Sports Ground, and opposite the
old Queen Pub. Described as “The Valuable Corner Building Site” it was under an acre and was
let to a Mr H Barber at an apportioned rent of £1 6/8d, with a tithe of 3/7d and no land tax. It
was also bought by agent Mr Thake for £125, but whether for Mr Behrend, I don’t know.

Lot 30

was what is now the village Sports Ground. Described as “3 acres of Desirable
Building Land” it was “..in the occupation of the Trustees of the Burghclere Parish Room” and
used as a Recreation Ground for Burghclere Mens Club, at a rental of £2 10/- and a tithe of
17/11d, but no land tax. Again, there was a condition that “No Building shall be erected nearer
than 35 ft to the road.” It was bought by agent Mr Thake for £280, probably for Mr Behrend,
who generously presented it to the Parish Council in 1946.

Lot 31 was what is now known as Elkington Close, opposite the primary school.

Described
as “A 1 acre plot of Building Land,” it was let to Mr T Hart, at a rent of £1 10/- with 6/- tithe
and no tax. Used as a School playground it was purchased quietly by Mr Thake acting for
Colonel and Mrs Elkington of Adbury Holt House for £130, and presented to the school in
order to secure its future. Hence its name today.
Mr Hart was the grandfather of Evelyn Jackson who started the postwar village Post Office,
initially in the shed alongside the Carpenter’s Arms, moving to the Portal Hall, until they were
able to build the shop on the corner of Limes Ave. He lived at Ashold Farm in Coopers Lane,
and was shoemaker to the Highclere estate. There is some question as to whether Coopers Lane
was the actual Harts Lane, with the signpost misleadingly on the corner! What has been
mislabelled
is
Harts Hollow, as
Harts Lane only
goes to the site of
the old Queen
pub,
by
the
junction
with
Ayres Lane. It
joins Well St.
there, and Well
St. actually runs
down to either the
parish boundary
with Newtown, or
the Swan Inn...

Lot 32 was The cottage on the corner of Well St and Church Lane.

Described as “A brick
Built and Tiled Cottage, with Five Rooms, and having Large Woodhouse and Good Garden”, it
was let with Earlstone Farm at an apportioned rent of £5. Tithe was 2/- with tax of 5/- as
apportioned, and it was
sold prior to auction to a
Mr Townsend.

Lot 33 was Norman Farm with 68 acres, and was sold at auction for £1800 to Mr Thake of
Thake & Pagington, acting as agent. Described as ‘The Exceptionally Attractive Small Mixed
Farm’, Hastridge House was not yet built. It had cowhouses for 17 cows, cart shed, two-bay
barn, range of open sheds, yards etc. Mr Heath was the tenant, paying £52 18/7d rent, a tithe of
£ 11 1/- and land tax of £1 13/6d. It owned the top half of the Old Coach Road, but had to give
wayleave for access to Lot 44 Hastridge Coppice of 5 acres, which was otherwise land locked.

Lot 34 totalled 46 acres of “Accommodation Arable Pasture & Woodland, fronting the Old
Coach Road, bounded on the West by the property of M. F. Bacon, on the North-east by the
executors of Mr W. F. Fox...this lot contains much valuable timber.” It included the strip of The
Old Coach Road between the NW corner of Clay Copse and the right turn by the stream that
crosses the Road. However it also had a right of way to Gardenground Copse along its NW
edge. There were two tenants, Mr Heath who paid £13 rent, and Mr Townsend who paid £7,
both apportioned. Tithe was £7 9/5d and land tax was £1 3/6d. This lot was again bought by

Mr Thake for £1000, or an average of £20 an acre. This land is now mainly part of Norman
farm, with parts sold off to other neighbours.

Lot 35 was Gardenground Copse, described as “The Valuable Coppice of 5 acres. This Lot is
bounded on the North by the property of Mr Behrend, (The Grey House) on the west by the
property of Mr F Bacon (Earlstone, now called Charley Hill) and on the East by the property of
the executors of the late Mr W F Fox.” (Adbury Park) “This wood is very well stocked with
thriving Oak Trees, many being fit to cut” I think it was in hand, with a tithe of 5/-, and land
tax of 1/3d as apportioned. There was a six foot right of passage, for foot passengers only, over
Mr Behrend’s land. In other words it was land locked, and was bought for £200 by Mr Thake,
who was buying on behalf of Mr Behrend.

Lot 36 was “The Small-holding known as Wellhouse Farm comprising an eight roomed Farm
House, with convenient set of Buildings, including Two-bay Barn, Cowshed for Four, Open
Shed and Yard together with 12 acres of nicely timbered pasture land” It was let to Mrs Daniel
Smith at £13 per annum, with a tithe of £2 12/3d, and land tax of 10/- shillings. This was sold
prior to auction to Mrs Smith, and since 1940 is part of Dodds, although the derelict farm house
was replaced by a tied bungalow in 1970.

Lot 37,

Dodds Farm, was another village farm sold prior to auction. Described as “A
valuable pasture farm with a substantial Farm-house containing six rooms, with Dairy and
Wood-house. The Buildings for the most part of substantial erection, include:- Range of
Milking Sheds for 15, with Cooling House, Mixing House, Loft, Open and closed Four-bay
Shed, Yard with Open Shed, Range of Pigstyes together with 30 acres.” It was let, and sold, to
Mr F Palmer who paid an apportioned rent of £48, with a tithe of £5 13/- and land tax of £2
6/9d. It went with a wayleave to the owners of Windbolts Gasson Copse, Lot 45. and Great
Gasson Wood Lot 46, to have access to the highway along what was called the ‘Green Lane’
now Footpath No. 24.

Lot 38

Most of this land is now part of Dodds farm, and was again sold prior to the auction.
Described as “The Small Holding known as Well Street Farm, comprising a six-roomed House,
substantially built, with Garden, Cow Shed, Stable and Pigstyes, together with 21 acres of Good
Pasture Land”. The tenant - and buyer - was a Mr F Waite who paid £26 rental, with tithe of £4
1/5d and land tax of £1 0/9d as apportioned. The house, now called Mole Farm is the building
that backs onto Well Street, opposite Footpath 22 across Ridgemoor.

Lot 39

was Duncroft
Farm, the third largest
farm to be sold prior to
auction, after Earlstone
and Falkland farms,
with 87 acres. It was
described as ‘A good
grass farm’ with a
‘Capital Farm House.’ A capital messuage in
manorial records from
the middle ages onwards
usually implies a big
house or a significant
grade of landholding,
though it was also a
much used adjective in
prewar days; probably
equal to ‘cool’ today! It
had milking sheds for 27
cows, a large barn, drill
house, stabling for three,
calving boxes etc. and of
course the two sixroomed cottages that are
still there today on the
East side of Well St. Mr
H Lay was the tenant
and purchaser, paying
£80 rent, with tithe of
£21 7/6d and land tax of
£2 14/-.

Lot 40, Earlstone Manor Farm is probably the second oldest building in the parish, after Old
Burghclere Manor, and is described as “Lying on the ancient ‘Coach Road’ or ‘Pilgrims Way’”.
It was judged by experts to have been built “in the early part of the reign of James I”, which
every schoolboy knows was between 1603 and 1625. (I had to look it up). One assumes that
there was another house there before, as “John Breconshaw of Earlstone was on a list of

‘obstinate recusants’ (you look that up!) in 1578, and spent more than two years in White Lion
Prison, Southwark, as a result.”
In 1645 Earlstone
was the scene of a
small battle, when
Sir John Boys, hero
of
Donnington
Castle sent 100 men
at the dead of night
to finish off a
regiment of Kentish
men
from
the
Parliamentary army.
They may have done
less damage than one
short-term
owner
who, in the late 20th
century, ripped out
an original fireplace
to put in his ghastly
crematorium-like
house....now
t h a n k f u l l y
demolished, with the
fireplace returned, to
the Manor with the
writer’s help!
The 1926 tenant, and
apparent purchaser,
was
a
Mr
A
Townsend, who was
paying
an
apportioned rent of
£188. The tithe was
£46 3/6d, and there
was a land tax of £4
15/3d. The NWN
report says that the
actual purchaser was probably Col. Kingsmill, but as it was one of the 17 properties sold prior
to the auction, I have no record of the price.

Lot 41,

the two little cottages - now opposite
Hastridge House, although Hastridge House wasn’t
built then - was also bid for successfully by Mr
Thake, for the client for whom he was now clearly
compiling a fine small estate. Mrs Heath and Mr
Elliot were the tenants of these cottages, possessing
‘large gardens and pigstyes’. Annual rent was £7 16/-,
tithe £ 3/2d and tax of 6/- together. Bidding started at
£100, and ended at £225, in increments of £5.

Lot 42

was that lovely, and mostly
original, cottage near the bottom of Spring
Lane, Cranford Cottage and was then a pair
of “Half-Timbered Thatched Cottages…
each containing Four Rooms and having
Large Gardens” They were let to Messrs.
Hailstone and Cummins at a rent of 1/- a
week each, with a tithe of 3/6d and land tax
of 4/- per annum. These reached £135, and
were then withdrawn, to be sold after the
auction to an undisclosed purchaser. The
thatch was replaced with tiles in 1969.

Lot 43

was the 24
acres of Clay and
Woodground
Copses
that now belong to
Hastridge House. Mr
Thake
bought
this
woodland for £600,
which is £25 per acre.
In the 1980s Mrs
Dorothy
RoperCaldbeck kindly let me
go rough shooting in
these woods, and they
were well maintained by
her woodsman Ken
Hoskins, who lived in
Reeves Cottage, at the
top of the Old Carriage
drive.

Lot 44 Hastridge Coppice of 5 acres, was land locked.

Mr Thake bought this for £150 and

the similarly land locked …..

……. Lot

45 Windbolts Gasson Coppice, of 9 acres, for £230.

Lot 46 was the 18 acres of Great Gasson Wood, which also had access to the highway along
Footpath No. 24. This was the final wood bought by Mr Thake, for £450, for the Norman Farm
package. Norman Farm’s land has been farmed by the Whitings since 1985, when Dorothy
Roper-Caldbeck ceased active farming. The woods are now used by the Roper-Caldbeck family
as a sporting shoot.
As an aside, it is interesting to note here that the 1800 Highclere estate map shows a house
exactly where Alan
Whiting’s
recent
house is. Listed as
“Thomas
Harris’s
Homestead” it may
well have sunk into
the ground, judging
by the trouble Alan
had
with
his
foundations! It is at
this time (1800) that
Henry
Whiting’s
house is listed as
“Henry
Dodd’s
house, garden, barn
and fold.” Windbolts Gasson Copse is called “Wimbolts Gasson”, so it may have changed in
translation of the Hampshire dialect....

Lot 47 was the final lot, described as “The Lucrative Water-cress Beds situated at Hockley
Hole....These
beds
occupy
an
ideal
position, being at the
head of a never failing
spring of pure water.”
Let to Mr Hill for £1
per annum, with a tithe
of 4/9d and zero land
tax, they were again
bought by Mr Thake
for £100, but I don’t
think for the Norman
Farm estate.
The
Terms
Conditions of

and
the

auction stated that “The purchaser of each lot shall immediately after the sale pay to the
auctioneer a deposit of £10 per cent”, and then pay the balance to the vendors solicitors Messrs.
Frere, Cholmeley on September 29th 1926, which would be completion day. (Frere, Cholmeley
were dissolved in 1998, but does anyone know if their records were saved?)
-oOoI would like to thank The Whiting family, and especially Sandra, for their help with this project,
as well as Briony Canning and Jennifer Thorp, archivist of the Highclere records, for their
advice. I really do want to hear from readers if I have anything wrong, or you have relevant
family stories, so please do get in touch.
<neillb@brucephoto.co.uk>

The above map is dated 1935, courtesy Ordnance Survey UK, and shows progress made in the
9 years since the auction. If we look at Ox Drove, there appears to be a house or barn in Breach
Copse, and a couple of new buildings in Lot 21. Ayres Lane has two houses in Lot 22. In Harts
Lane, there are only 2 houses in Lot 25, and nothing else westwards, until 3 houses in Breach
Copse. In Pound Lane, Ash Cottage has appeared, and that’s about it. Note that Herbert
Plantation is shown as all being conifer, except the lower Chestnut and Oak strip bordering
what is now called Furzeground, but in 1935 is called Fitzgerald Plantation. However, on my
1876 OS map it’s called Furzeground! There was also a conifer plantation south of Yeoman’s
Lane, called Heatherwold Plantation.
I have a 1961 OS map, which is still in ©, so can’t be reproduced for a year or two, but
basically, the only houses that haven’t been built by then are those in Lot 26 - the 3 opposite the
church - and those built on the marshy bit of Lot 23, where the village stream is piped under
them, to appear in Harts Hollow - actually it’s in Well St - and where recently it has frequently
been polluted by Thames Water’s inability to contain the sewage! Also, on the other side of
Ayres Lane, in the little close.	
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The oldest inhabited area of our parish is
the Iron Age fort atop Beacon Hill

