The Whitway Diversion:
The greatest disturbance to the parish since the iron age
Photos and story © Neill Bruce

Existing Roads

The Whitway Diversion was a long overdue improvement to the parish of
Burghclere, and in particular to the inhabitants of Whitway. It took years of
discussion and wrangling, mainly due to the efforts of Miss Helen Anscomb of
Ashmansworth, who formed the Highclere Park Action Group, in order to try to get
the Diversion placed east of Whitway - see her map on the previous page. An
eccentric campaigner, she had already stood for election in a 1987 Truro by-election
as the candidate for ‘Death off Road: Freight on Rail’ party. According to an article in
the October 17th. 1994 Independent she wouldn’t take bottles to be re-cycled after she
found they were used in road construction…. So they piled up in her garden!
I attended the public enquiry - caused by her objections - and heard her speak about
the destruction the Diversion would cause in the Park, and sadly she had missed the
point that the Carriage Drive that she claimed was of great historic importance, was
in fact a later drive, replacing the original which ran close to the shore of Duns Mere,
and not close to the Temple of Diana on Tent Hill, as it does today. However, she had
her convictions, and they may well have delayed the construction for some many
months, while the Public Enquiry was conducted, all in vain from her point of view.
The only part of the Park that was of any historical interest, and destroyed, was a
length of the Park Pale north of Cherrycot, and the old hollow way that the
Winchester road had created long before it was diverted up onto the level ground, as
I’ve coloured in blue on Anscomb’s map. Also see ‘The Lost Roads of Burghclere’.

The upper part of the old hollow way

Above is page 1 of Anscomb’s objection, but in fact it cut through a part that was not
special in any way, although a few ancient trees - which in hindsight would almost
certainly have blown down in the January 1990 storm - were felled.

It has to be admitted that noise from the Diversion is carried by the prevailing wind to
the residents of Whitway, but one must also realise that there were no views into the
Park from public areas to its east, as it was heavily wooded. There are fine views
from Whitway towards Hannington, and these would have been marred by the road
running east of Whitway. So there we have it, the route was decided on, and this is

how building it came about. Firstly lets see some of the views I took before the work
commenced.
This is the field
that was called
‘Claypits’ in c.
1810, and was
unsurprisingly
shown as Poors
Land in the 1781
Enclosure map.
It is this field that
has the ramp up
to the Penwood
Rd. bridge, and
the bridge itself,
as will be seen in
later photos.

A view from what used to be the Burghclere Filling Station, now the very nice
modern building of E.J.C. On the left are the buildings of the old Highways depot,
now a light industrial unit, London Lodge is at the end of the straight, Harts Lane is
about where the white car is, and Clay Pits field is left of the red car. The Penwood
road is on the right, just past the yellow sign - one can see the boxing on the road.
The crossing had become very dangerous, with the traffic density, and in fact there
was an accident on the first morning of the Public Enquiry in the Postal Hall!

Above is the old entrance to the Beacon Hill car park, and Highclere Stud. On
the brow of the hill are the white houses of Cherrycot, whilst the commercial
vehicle filling station is on the right of the road, middle distance. The
Diversion cut a swathe through the field on the left of the road up the hill.
Below is the rather muddy entrance to London Lodge, and the car park for the
local telephone exchange. The entrance to West St is on the left, just round
the apex of the bend, which then took a tight turn to the right, before
straightening out for the run to the Carnarvon Arms pub, past the old
Policeman’s Cottage.

Above is Harts Lane, where Coopers Lane joins it. The gate - leading into the
field east of Claypits - is still there, but not much else. Behind the hedge on the
right is the field used as the works depot. Owned by Highclere Estates, the
Highways landscape architect offered free tree planting and 5 years free
maintenance. I wrote to Geordie Herbert - now Lord Carnarvon - and was told
by Estate Manager Albert Saxton that he screwed my letter up and binned it with
a snort that he was going to build houses on it….. 21 years on it still lies rough
and unused, when it could have been a wood or pony paddock. Below is a view
down West St, another ‘hollow way’ in the very sandy soil. As you will see, this
all went, and the old road surface is buried many feet deep under the Diversion,
which runs straight over where I was standing to take this photograph.

The first job - in
September 1987 was to rip all the
trees out of West St.
This was because
everything would
run over the top of
it, once it had been
filled in. Then the
new line for West
street was carved
out of the adjacent
field - see yellow
sand lines below.
Meantime, Claypits
field was having a
make-over, with a
large hillock of sand
built on it, to make
the bridge access.

Above is looking east from near London Lodge, towards the village centre. In
the foreground is what’s left of Claypits field, showing as a narrow ribbon of
green at the foot of the mound of sand. The large steps are for the bridge
footings, whilst the conical mounds in the background are piles of topsoil.
Below - taken in April 1988 - is the new slip road to Harts Lane, still extant.
All A34 traffic would use this road for many months. It was diverted down here,
up the hillock, and then over the filled in West St to join the old road again, just
north of the old police cottage.

Looking towards London Lodge, from the S bend, with
West St. Down on the right. Chaotic traffic jams were
the order of the day. Below: the foundations for the new
West St. in November 1987, and bottom the filled-in
section to divert the A34 along.

Looking west towards London Lodge, this is Claypits field, with the framework of
the Penwood Rd bridge taking form in January 1988. Note traffic is still running on
the A34. There is a huge mound of topsoil in the middle ground, which is on the west
side of the Diversion line. Below is looking north, from the top of the topsoil mound.

Winter of 1987-88 was wet. Here we are looking south over Claypits, from
near Harts Lane, at a sea of clay mud and green sand. It was interesting to see
the layers of gravel and green sand evolve into the chalk that was the
predominant substrata from around Cherrycot southwards.

Shot from the road leading up the ramp to the new bridge to Penwood, this is
looking north, with Harts Lane the pale strip in the middle distance, behind the
man. The new - darker - slip road leading onto the old A34 is just visible in front
of the distant cars, with Balls Plantation top left. In the foreground is the new
temporary A34 diversion, to allow the old section by London Lodge to be
removed. You can see how it looked on Page 23; but it was eventually removed.
Below; with the ramp to the Penwood road completed, the diverted A34 is reprofiled to its current form, but nowadays it’s just the road towards the Carnarvon
Arms pub, and Whitway, and the Diversion runs over the foreground.
The filled-in section of West street is just to the left of the road roller.

The Penwood road bridge in April 1988. It took a long time to build the scaffold and
timber mould for the concrete bridge, which had giant tubes of polystyrene foam
running through it, as you will see.
This shot is actually taken before the A34 was diverted up the hump created for the
bridge, as traffic is still flowing in the background.

The huge error made by the contractors Mowlem was pouring the concrete on a
blazing hot day, as can be seen from the workmen stripped to the waist.
It dried before it set - or somesuch - and so was not strong enough, and had to be
demolished! This was mainly done by high pressure water jets.
Also see next page.

Above is another view of the demolition of the Penwood Road bridge.
Below we go back in time a bit, and these are the first excavations at
Cherrycot, just visible on the left. Interesting how little topsoil there is
here, and of course they had to go down very deep for the correct level.

Above is the Diversion looking south, with the red digger nearly level with the
turning to Old Burghclere. One can see how shallow the excavations are here.
Below is a crop off the title page of this article, as I never took any pictures down
near Beacon Hill. - It was difficult to stop anywhere, as you can see.
The original photo was on fine grain 6x7 cm colour transparency, so it has lots of
detail.

The above shot is from just north of the Cherrycot entrance to Highclere Park. It
shows the footings for the Cherrycot bridge, as below. The gravel track in the
foreground of the top picture is the temporary entrance to Highclere park. The most
interesting fact is that this bridge had to be replaced as well, but it was buried nearby.
One can just
imagine
the
excitement,
when a 22nd
century edition
of Time Team
finds it!
Again one can
see how the
chalk
strata
dives
down
below the edge
of the Bagshot
gravels, in the
top picture.

The picture above is looking north from near the Old Burghclere road, and shows the
amount of chalk that had to be cut away, leading up to Cherrycot - indicated by the
white cottage. The Park is on the left, and the embankments have been topsoiled.
One anomaly that showed up was that the road planners’ maps didn’t come far
enough into the village, to show that if Pound Lane was left as it was, it would
become a ‘rat run’, since it would be much easier to enter and leave the village along
it, than by using the slip roads. The Pound Lane Harts Lane junction is still
dangerous.
This is how it
looked when just
completed.
It
didn’t stay like
that for long, as
Travellers
soon
moved in, and
made the usual
appalling
mess.
This resulted in
the gates and earth
banks we now
have.

The 7th. Earl of Carnarvon opens the Whitway Diversion
on February 8th. 1989, seen here on the Penwood bridge.
The road was opened northbound from Beacon Hill to
Harts Lane, and the reception lunch was held at the
Portal Hall, with music by the Primary School band.

As on all major roadworks that
pass through known areas of
archeological interest, much
excavation was undertaken along
the route of the Diversion, with
good results.
These two pictures show some of
the pottery and bone finds on
display at Burghclere Primary
School.
More information on the soil
structures and finds is available
on the village history page,
written by Simon Melville.
I hope that my record of this
major roadworks is accurate, but
if not then please let me know.
Some technical facts follow.

Above: Up and running; this is the same piece of road as the top picture on page 14. The
slip road is in the background, and was for southbound A34 traffic entering Burghclere or
Whitway - or for Penwood etc. of course. The strip behind the bollards is the piece of road
used when the A34 was diverted up this road, before the Diversion was opened.
To go north on the A34 one had to cross the Penwood bridge, and turn sharp right onto a
slip road, which is no longer there. To join the A34 southbound, one had to go down to
Beacon Hill, as you still can, if you choose. This is how it looks today, less the section
behind the bollards, and no entry signs; the slip road leading to Tothill Services.
Below: This picture shows the junction of the old Penwood road, and the new one, which
curves off to the right. The old road is all broken up, ready for removal. Luckes’ Triangle is
the field that can be seen in the background, now partially hidden by the newly planted
hedge, and as far as I’ve observed, never used for anything since. What a waste.

In my local history files I have a copy of the colour brochure produced by HCC,
to go with the grand opening. It has much good information in it, so here it is.
INTRODUCTION
The construction of the A34 Whitway Diversion is part of the comprehensive upgrading of
the A34 Trunk Road by the Department of Transport. The A34 links Hampshire to the
Industrial Midlands and carries a large percentage of heavy goods vehicles.
The existing road is particularly unsuitable for this type of traffic, it is narrow, contains a
steep hill and passes through the hamlet of Whitway. A number of local roads join the
trunk road giving the only access to nearby communities.
Preliminary work on this project was commenced by the Hampshire Sub-Unit of the
South East Road Construction Unit. The Work was transferred to the County Council as
Agents in 1981.
The scheme received strong local support at the public consultation stage and the
statutory procedures were completed in early 1983. These orders were challenged in the
High Court. As a consequence objections relating principally to the intrusion of the works
into Highclere Park were heard at a Public Inquiry in July 1985.
The Secretary of State for Transport finally confirmed the orders in August 1986. Tenders
for construction were invited in April 1987 and works commenced in September 1987.
The Diversion and the Environment
A new road has been built to dual carriageway standards which forms part of a continuous
high standard route extending southwards for a distance of 20 miles to join the M3
Motorway at Winchester.
The main feature of the new route is that it follows as closely as is practicable to the
existing road hence minimising the intrusion into the adjoining countryside, particularly
Highclere Park. The southern section comprises construction of a new northbound
carriageway located on the western side of the existing carriageway. These works largely
avoid the Bronze Age Seven Barrows Burial Site. The route passes through the base of
Beacon Hill where the existing cutting has been widened.
Northwards from here a new dual carriageway departs from the existing road and runs
through the eastern edge of Highclere Park. The road is located in a deep cutting to pass
under the access road to Highclere Castle.
The route then constructed on low embankment is shielded from the adjoining parkland by
a bund constructed 2 metres above the level of the carriageways. The side slopes of this
embankment will be landscaped.
Continuing northwards the route skirts the western boundary of the Carnarvon Arms Public
House and then crosses the section of Highclere Park in the vicinity of 'The Temple' and
'Duns Mere Lake'. The construction through this section has received particular
consideration and the existing bowl like feature in the landscape has been retained. An

earth bund alongside the highway will shield traffic from view in this important area of the
park.
Grade separated junctions are provided at Beacon Hill and at Burghclere. These junctions
connect the new road to the existing road that runs through Whitway. Local traffic between
communities of Burghclere, Whitway and Old Burghclere will, therefore, not need to use
the trunk road.
Archaeological Rescue Work
An archaeological watching brief was undertaken by the Archaeology Section of the
County Planning Department during the early phases of construction. After top soil
stripping archaeological features were revealed at six sites along the road line and these
were then excavated.
At Seven Barrows two sections of a previously unknown Bronze Age ring ditch were
uncovered. Very few finds were recovered from the excavations, although a small group of
disarticulated human bones were found. Several hundred metres to the north an isolated
pit was excavated. The pottery from it indicates a probable Bronze Age date.
At the foot of Beacon Hill a number of pits, linear features and a possible hearth were
observed. Excavation showed that they were of Roman date and indicated the existence
of a small settlement. A substantial quantity of pottery and animal bones were recovered
including the remains of some relatively complete vessels.
Opposite the turning to Old Burghclere two groups of pits were discovered. These pits
varied in size and shape but all produced quantities of finds including a bronze pin, iron
objects, pottery and animal bone. The majority of these features appear to be of Iron Age
date.
On the crest of White Hill a group of Iron Age/ Roman burials were uncovered. Some of
the burials were in chalk cut graves up to 1m deep, one of which contained evidence of a
coffin. Two of the burials were found near the bottom of a large rubbish pit 2m deep and
2m in diameter. Evidence of unhealed wounds were visible on the left femur and skull of
one of the skeletons.
STATISTICS
Contract Value
Cost of Structures
Cost of Drainage
Starting Date
Contract Period
Length of Scheme
Width
Area of Surfacing
Total Bulk Excavation
(Cut to fill)
Area of Land Freehold
Licence
Easement

£6.5 million
£650,000
£645,000
1 September 1987
67 weeks
6.0 Kilometres
Dual 7.3m carriageways with 1 metre hardstrips
136,000 sq.m including side roads
500,000 cu.m approx.
26 Hectares
2 Hectares
0.4 Hectares

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
DOWN FARM BRIDGE
Reinforced concrete structure, 4.9m wide by 4.25m high. Overall length of box 25m,
supporting two 9.3m wide carriages and verges.
BEACON HILL INTERCHANGE BRIDGE
Comprises two 12.6m spans reinforced concrete deck supported by circular reinforced
concrete piers and reinforced concrete abutments. The deck carries a 7.3m carriageway
and two 1.5m verges.
CHERRY COT LODGE BRIDGE
Comprises 3 span reinforced concrete deck with a voided centre span (15.5m, 28.8m,
13.9m) supported on reinforced concrete rectangular piers and reinforced concrete bank
seats. The deck carries a 3.5m wide access and two 500mm verges.
BURGHCLERE INTERCHANGE BRIDGE
Is a 3 span reinforced concrete deck with a voided centre span (12.75m, 26.1m, 12.75m)
supported on reinforced concrete circular piers and reinforced concrete bank seats. The
deck carries a 7.3m carriageway and two 1.5m verges.
Main route carriageway construction
Hot Rolled Asphalt wearing course with pre-coated chippings
Dense Bitumen Macadam Basecourse
Dense Bitumen Macadam Roadbase
Type 1 Sub-base
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Topsoil being removed from the new line of West St. September 1987

The blue lines are the roads
before the Whitway Diversion,
and the yellow lines are the two
slip roads. The one leading to
Harts Lane is still there, but now
leads to Tothill Services, whilst
the slip road off the Penwood
bridge - for northbound traffic
was removed when the Newbury
By-pass was built.

