Walking in Highclere Park
Photos and story © Neill Bruce

The Estate map at
London Lodge, where
there is another stile to
access the Temple walk

The Lakes Walk

This is without doubt a beautiful walk, and the Estate are removing a huge amount of
Rhododendron ponticum from the fine and old woodland that is in that area, so it can
only improve. Below is the Google Earth view of the walk.

Image from Google Earth
The Lakes walk is 1 mile long, in addition to
getting yourself to the track that leads to London
Lodge. You can find this just after the Penwood
Rd bridge over the A34, on the left, opposite the
telephone exchange shed. The stile to get into
the Park is immediately on your right, as you
enter the track to London Lodge. Right.

After having negotiated the rather steep bank of
the ancient Park Pale, the walk passes through a
Norway Spruce plantation, before plunging
quite steeply downhill, which doesn’t really
show in the photo on the next page!

This steep and damp
part of the walk is the
only other part that
walkers not in their
prime
could
find
difficult. There is a
possible way round
this, but it is a matter
of convincing the
Estate that a ‘disabled’
route would be worth
the extra expense.
In the image below,
taken in May 2010,
one can see the huge
area that has been
c l e a r e d
o f
Rhododendron
ponticum and Cherry
Laurel since 2009.

Above is one’s first view of Duns Mere, as one walks along the huge dam that was

built in the valley to create the lake. One can just see, on the right, part of the area
cleared of Rhododendron, as on the previous page. This will look good eventually,
but one of the problems with Rhododendron is that it leaves toxins in the soil, which
means it will be a long time before much grows in its place. The Temple of Diana
shines clearly on the edge of Tent Hill, which is - of course - how Capability Brown
intended it to be seen. The original ‘London Entrance’ to the Castle never ran past it,
but along the Eastern shore of Duns Mere, so that one would have looked up, and
seen the Temple on the hill. One can only guess the lower route became too wet.
On the next page are two views, taken on different days, of the lake from the dam.

Heaven’s Gate, on Sidown Hill, photographed with a long lens, over Duns Mere.

On the left are
the footings of
the old boat
house at the
South west end
of Duns Mere.
Below is the start

of the woodland
walk up towards
Milford
Lake,
but looking back
where you have
come from.

A left turn takes one up a
narrow
Rhododendron
corridor to the window cut
in it for the one view of
Milford Lake and house see page 2.

One of the Estate’s plans
is to dredge the south end
of Milford Lake, but it is
now a superb reed bed,
below where I heard a reed
warbler singing. There is
much
young
Sallow,
which would support
Purple
Emperor
butterflies, which are
probably flying around the
plentiful oaks.

On one’s way home, after Milford Lake there is this lovely grass path through
the Azaleas and Rhododendrons. The Castle website quotes:- ‘It takes the
visitors down in a circular route past very old tall azaleas, some unusual
homebred specimens on the “Ladies Walk”.’ I have to say they all looked the
same to me, and I’d have been interested to know if this is the Ladies Walk, and
which specimens were the home-bred ones.

If you like trees,
the walk is well
worth it, and
especially
for
this
superb
Sweet Chestnut,
the best I’ve ever
seen for the way
its bark spirals.
This is a truly
wonderful tree.

In 2009 this sign, at the end of
the Azalea walk, where it joins
the path down to the lakes, was
rather confusing, but it had
gone in 2010. The gate is on the
right, near the Duns Mere dam.
If you just want to see Milford
lake, then go this way.
A lovely walk, highly
recommended.

