INTRODUCTION
This is a personal account of the story of Herbert Plantation (HP). The text is my interpretation of
the Management Committee minutes, thanks to Peter Appleford, who presented me with all his files
when he left the Management Committee. Without them it would have been very difficult.
All opinions expressed are mine, and maybe you won’t agree with them; though I’d like to think
you understand where I’m coming from. I’m also indebted to ‘Old Hampshire Mapped’ for
allowing me to reproduce the 1759 Taylor map, and the late and dear Mrs Ray Foulkes, who lent me
all the 1958 auction paperwork.
Finally, you should understand that the work I and other volunteers do in HP is all planned, and
agreed with Hampshire County Council’s Countryside Service, who advise on how to improve the
habitat.

Late afternoon sun shines down the main track

Clockwise: Lesser Burdock, an early
stage Purple Emperor caterpillar, wild
Raspberries and Ragged Robin.

Top to bottom: Speckled Wood butterfly,
Large Skipper, Hedge Woundwort, wild
Honeysuckle, rotting Birch stump,
Sanicle flower and Norway Maple
flowers

Top to bottom: Common Hemp-nettle, Young fern,
Figwort flower, Gatekeeper butterfly, Wood
Anemone, Pignut, wild Gooseberry flower bud,
Moschatel (Clocktower).

Top to bottom: Field Maple flowers,
male Silver-washed Fritillary, Wasp on a
Figwort flower, Slender St. John’s wort,
Guelder rose flower, Scarlet Pimpernel
and Blackfly on common sorrel.

This is a Tulley Tube. They were used to support the saplings planted in Cpt. 5A in
1991-2. The problem arose when - before these trees were strong enough to support
themselves - the surrounding ground was choked with natural regeneration, which
prevented access. By the time that the trees had reached a size that was starting to
naturally exclude the bramble and other scrub, many of the planted trees had grown
so big that the wire - there were two pieces, one much lower down - had cut into the
tree. In some cases it was so bad that we could not remove the wire, now trapped in
the tree for ever. Not good news for anyone felling it in years to come.

The strangest thing that I have seen in the middle of the
wood - by a long way - is this washing-up brush! What on
earth was a visitor to the wood doing, to drop this some
way off a path? - Unless a fox took it…….

Chapter One: Early days
The first thing to tell you is that Herbert Plantation is not named after the Carnarvon family, but after Herbert
Fox, who lived at Adbury Park until he was killed in the war in 1940. (Interestingly I can only find
references to Herbert Plantation, without the definite article ‘the’, on both maps and the auction catalogue) It
remained in his family until Monday 28th. July 1958, when the whole 518 acre Adbury Park Estate was put
up for auction, although the
farm did not sell. W.E.A.
Fox (his son, I believe)
moved to a farm at the
Sandringham Estate.
Herbert Plantation (HP) was
lot 13, of 62 acres 3 Roods
and 31 Poles and was
bought for £2400, on behalf
of Mr E. R. Bowring who
lived at The Malt House, in
Well Street. At that time,
the schedule lists it as
having “about 6 acres of
Scots Pine, and Norway
Spruce planted during the
years 1955 to 1957 in two
acre plots, and also a well
established Larch Plantation
of about 5 acres, planted
approximately 30 years ago”
i.e. in the late 1920s. “The
whole provides an excellent
rough shoot”. There was still
a Tithe Redemption Annuity
of £3 15/9d, and a Land Tax
of £ 1 9/6d.
The 1958 auction map, showing Lot 13 Herbert, and 14 Furzeground.

It was sold with a three year
right of timber extraction
along the main track onto Well Street C45 road from Lot 14, which was the Furzegound Plantation. The
Furzeground (It includes the definite article in the auction catalogue, but not on maps) is the 13 acre
woodland between the HP and the C181 Aldern Bridge road, and interestingly, as it had some fine oaks and
beautiful azalea and rhododendron walks, it fetched fifty pounds more, selling to the Forestry Commission.
Regarding what was in HP in the past, both Taylor’s 1759 map and the 1781 Commons Enclosure map show
it as being part of Fulford Shard Common, which stretched from Ayres Fields to Burghclere Common, and
included Heatherwold. The Enclosure map calls it Fulverd, but I think Fulford is a more likely name, with
Fulverd being a local accent telling the enclosure map man what it was called! The Concise Oxford
Dictionary of Place Names says Fulford means ‘dirty water’, and years ago ‘Beano’ Crame, who was born in
my house Grange Cottage, told me a ‘Shard’ was a gap - as in a hedge.
(Chambers dictionary adds “a boundary water”, but also says a shard is “a piece of cow dung!”) The name
does still exist in a little cul-de-sac off East Oxdrove. However, on the 1810 OS map and Greenwood’s 1826
map the area is called Burghclere Common, and Earlstone Common is named Woolward Stand, so who

knows? I still maintain that to an ‘outsider’ the local accent could have rendered all these variations, but
which is the correct one?
Major Bull’s c.1800 map of the Highclere Estate’s ‘Free Warrens’ is most interesting in that it not only
names some of the fields that later made up the HP, but it shows a house and garden which - along with
‘Brick Kiln/Hill’ cottage - was let to “Frederick Orme Reade Villebois Esq.” Many of the field names have
the word ‘Marsh’ in them viz. The Marsh, Oxmarsh, The Marsh Wood giving some indication of the
condition underfoot, although it was all shown as arable apart from The Marsh which was meadow; and The
Marsh Wood. This latter is probably the oldest bit of actual woodland and is the thin strip with large oaks,
sweet chestnut and birch beside Furzeground.

The c.1800 Highclere Estate Free Warrens map by Major Bull. I have entered the field names and tenants etc.
Note the cottage, map ref No. 1144. Also see the small plot No. 1150, which can still be traced on the ground by
a line of mature oak trees. Use the magnification tool in Adobe Reader to see the map better at 150%.
Benjamin Batten was the tenant for the main flat area fronting Well St. If it was ploughable 200 years ago,
the topsoil has sunk, as it is now just gravel! I can find no evidence that it was once part of Heatherwold, as
the Heatherwold area was let to Edward Brushwood, who lived in a homestead where the existing
Heatherwold house is. Benjamin Batten lived in the farmhouse that was where the Primary School is; the

barn in the ex-school cottage garden is part of the original yard, I believe. Fran Wilcox, who was born in Ivy
Cottage - the cottage with the large yew tree in east Oxdrove - remembers that around 1936/37 the Adbury
Park Estate had the main part of the HP cleared of the Larch that covered it. This left the 5 acres - now
compartment (Cpt.) 5A - that remained for the 1958 auction.
Fran says a group of Welsh loggers arrived in what we would now call ‘Romany caravans’, which they
parked in the edge of the HP opposite Ivy Cottage, where he still lived. They sent their children
to the Primary school, and of course they felled the Larch by hand, moving it by horse drawn cart to
Highclere station in Spring Lane, where it was loaded onto trains, probably destined for pit props. A local
transport man called Mercer, from Woodhay area, who had a flatbed lorry also helped transport it. There was
also an A. M. Mercer, a carrier, who lived at Fernlea in Well St. in the early 20th. century. Probably the
same chap...
There are still two of these Larch remaining, on the bank at the west end of Cpt. 5A. - see map. Fran Wilcox
remembers the loggers got their water from a spring in Ivy Cottage garden, which was also used by other
residents of the Oxdrove, when their springs dried up in hot summers. That bit of Oxdrove is still nearly

From a postcard, A.M. Mercer, before his days with a flatbed lorry. Photographer unknown.
always wet. Ivy Cottage was built in 1851 by Fran Wilcox’s maternal great grandfather Charles Eeles, who
lived there until his death in 1863. Previously he lived at what is now Eeles’ Cottage, behind Ivy Cottage.
Fran says his maternal grandfather - also called Charles Eeles, and who died in 1923 - used to graze cattle on
fields that became the HP. The 1876 OS map shows compartments 1-4 as fields, the only pieces of woodland
being all compartment 6 and 5 B & 5C, plus that belonging to Brick Kiln Cottage.
Post WWII, the strip along Well St. - about as deep in as the middle of the Scots pine in Cpt 2B - was locally
known as “The Desert”. As nothing had been planted to replace the Larch, this was mostly grass, with a few

bits of gorse and heather, only a handful of which survives today. The remainder, including the 5 acres of
Larch left standing, as well as the rhododendron etc., was called ‘The Jungle’. Locally born Briony Canning
says she used to play in the Desert as a child, until she moved to Breachfield in 1949. The Jungle was not
explored, mainly because by then it was impenetrable brambles and scrub. The public footpath No 6 that
runs through the HP is old, being shown on the 1759 Taylor map. Before the war a Newbury gunsmith
Thomas Turner from Northbrook St. Newbury ran a clay pigeon shoot rather too close to this footpath for
the safety of walkers, so was asked to desist. (This firm still exists in Reading today.)
Admiral John Adams recounted that he asked Mr Bowring if he could purchase the corner of the wood
opposite his house Oxdrove House, which is on the corner of Well St and east Oxdrove. Bowring wanted
such a high price that he declined to purchase, but managed to buy the little piece that is now fenced off,
from Bowring’s executors in 1982. Bowring bought the HP to prevent it being developed for housing, but
appears not to have done anything with it, except leave it to naturally regenerate, bless him; he could so
easily have replanted with conifers.

Chapter two: For sale.
By 1982, after Mr Bowring’s death, when Dreweatt Watson & Barton were instructed by his executors to sell
it, their survey details the timber as 8000 cubic feet of hardwoods, and 3500 cubic feet of softwoods. Land
for development was as ever much in demand, and Vokins were believed to be after the HP. There was

My Kawasaki Mule and the self-powered 16 hp Logic flail I bought in 1999, with which to flail the verges and glades.

therefore much unease in the village that they would acquire it, and - knowing that he worked for Hampshire
County Council, albeit in the highways
dept - several concerned villagers asked
Peter Appleford for help. Peter contacted
Lt Col Fred Lawrence, who was vice
chairman of the PC, as Doug Tratner the
chairman was away. A meeting was
rapidly organised in the Portal Hall on
October 25th. 1982, and various experts
were invited from Council for the
Preservation of Rural England (CPRE),
The Woodland Trust, and Basingstoke and
Hampshire Councils.
Many people
expressed their concerns, and it was
suggested that a group might together pay
the expected price of £40,000 before the
auction in December. Dudley Keep,
chairman of HCC Planning Committee,
stood up at the end of the meeting and said
that he was very impressed by the interest,
and that HCC would support their cause.
The next thing anyone knew was that HCC
had agreed to buy it. Initial euphoria soon
changed to concern that maybe they
wanted to build on it themselves!
Peter recalls there was a feeling that
maybe Burghclere had been cheated.
The original poster advertising the public meeting to
However, a first (closed) meeting took
decide whether the village could buy the wood.
place on February 16th. 1983, at which
both Fred Lawrence and Doug Tratner
represented the village. Mrs Ruth Blok - a Highclere resident - represented the CPRE, and HCC was
represented by Merrick Denton-Thompson the County Landscape Architect, and David Lloyd the
Countryside Officer. At this meeting it was confirmed by HCC that their offer had been accepted, but
contracts had not yet been exchanged. The Countryside Commission had agreed to fund £10,000 of the
price, as long as it was taken up by March 4th... i.e. in some 16 days. Doug Tratner asked if any money was
expected to be raised locally, and Mr Denton-Thompson suggested £2000. Basingstoke & Deane Borough
Council (BDBC) also provided funding for the purchase.
Regarding management of the wood, HCC said they would not have HP managed by the Recreation Dept.
“as this would result in objectives that would be contrary to the local involvement implicit in a community
woodland”. So we have decisions made at that early stage to thank for not laying down colour coded nature
trails, and a car park etc! It was even suggested that HCC Policy and Resources Committee could own HP
and lease it back to the Parish Council. It was also at this first meeting that it was agreed that a Management
Committee be set up, with representation by HCC & the PC, the Borough Councillor, three or so locals, and
a separate secretary, as the PC secretary was plenty busy enough. Later on, Mrs Betty Wason was chosen as
secretary.
The February 16th. 1983 meeting ended with agreement to prepare Terms of Reference for the Committee,
and make a survey of the wood that could form the basis of the management plan. The next meeting would
be held after contracts were exchanged. At a Parish Council meeting on April 18th. 1983, the first
management committee were appointed. Chaired by the PC chairman Doug Tratner of Old School Cottage,
they were Peter Appleford of Garden Close, Adbury Holt, Gordon Eastwick-Field of Little Earlstone on

Earlstone Common, John Herne - who now lived at Ivy Cottage, and Mr Stan Dunn of Breachfield, who was
a woodsman by profession. Trevor Dorey was the Borough Councillor, and David Lloyd represented HCC.
It seems that from this point, everything involving HCC just took ages to happen, as it was not until 13th.
October 1983 that Doug Tratner received a letter from County Planning Officer Roger Brown, apologising
for the delay and saying that “the County Council’s Land Sub-Committee had met and agreed that the wood
be managed as part of the Corporate Estate.” It then went on to suggest that Doug could ‘...form a small
group of local people, who would be prepared to take on responsibility for the management of the wood.” It
requested he contact David Lloyd to arrange a first HP management group meeting. I have a draft Terms of
Reference and Management Plan dated April 13th. 1983, which sets out five criteria to be discussed at the
first official meeting; Membership, Constitution, Terms of Reference, Financial Arrangements and The Way
Forward. All this had been created six months earlier! Frustration was mounting.

Foxgloves always populate an area just cleared, here in Cpt. 5A

Chapter three: The Management Committee start work.
The first proper HP Management Committee meeting took place on November 14th. 1983, attended by the
appointed members, although messrs Herne and Dorey sent their apologies for absence. Interestingly, there
is a great sense of insecurity still present, as Doug Tratner specifically asked David Lloyd of HCC if some
form of official recognition of the Committee could be sought from HCC, in order to guarantee the future of
HP. Most worryingly David Lloyd’s response was that this could not be done, as the future relied on future
government policy. Considering HP was under the wing of the Planning Dept of HCC, that cannot have
instilled any confidence. The draft Constitution drawn up in April and amended by the PC was approved, as
was the draft management plan. It was emphasised that the wood should be for local people.
Under the heading of ‘Financial Arrangements’, Mr Lloyd implied HCC were still hoping for a local
contribution,
but
the
response was that since it
had taken them so long to
get things going, that
would now be unlikely!
Under ‘The Way Forward’
it was agreed to meet on
site to see what could be
done by local unqualified
volunteers,
and
what
would need to be done by
Mr Lloyd’s Manpower
Services Team, who he
had use of in December or
January. Again, Mr Lloyd
was talking about ‘Timber
Potential’, and Stan Dunn
agreed to do a survey. I
have no record of this
meeting, or whether Stan
did any survey.
The next meeting was on
August 14th. 1984 at
Long Acres Woodbine
Lane, home of Fred
Lawrence, who was now
in the PC chair. Things
Fairies’ Bonnets
are obviously still as clear
as mud, as Borough
Councillor Trevor Dorey read a letter he’d had from the County Planning Officer in response to his enquiry
as to the exact status of the Committee. In short the letter states that the Committee is mainly to liaise with
the village and arrange volunteer work parties, and David Lloyd added that he saw them as a “Sounding
Board”, although all final decisions would rest with HCC.
The Committee also wanted the status of the land to be protected, which Lloyd agreed to pursue. He did
suggest that the PC should be able to finance the Committee’s expenses, and it was agreed that if any definite
project required financing, the Committee would try to raise money if requested by HCC. As far as I know
this never happened. It was agreed that horses and motorcycles should be excluded, and David Lloyd agreed
to protect each end of Footpath 6. He said that there would have to be access for machinery for felling, and it
was felt Well St. was suitable. Educational visits by the schools were also discussed, and Lloyd said he

would produce a small leaflet. Lloyd also said that the five acres of Larch planted in the late 1920s was now
in desperate need of attention, and he was talking about felling it in the winter months of 1984/5.
The third meeting was on October 29th 1984 at Oxleas, home of Trevor Dorey. - We should remember that
we are now two years from when the wood was bought. Trevor Dorey again asked Lloyd for confirmation of
the status of the Committee. Betty Wason confirmed she had received £25 from the PC for secretarial
expenses, and Gordon Eastwick-Field, who was a recognised moth expert, offered to set up a moth trap. The
Grange School had offered to make seats and signs etc. if it would be of use. Lloyd said he would contact the
schools, and again said he would be discussing the felling of the Larch with County Estates and getting
felling permits from the Forestry Commission. He also promised more work in the form of ‘squeeze gates’

The large coppiced lime tree beside the main track. A very fine feature of the wood.
for each end of FP 6, and opening a new path. Interestingly, Peter Appleford said that Kevin Rouane who
lived at Adbury Holt House had expressed an interest in the trees in the HP, and had offered to thin about 4
acres and remove the wood which he would like. This question also raised the subject of boundaries, which
were ill-defined, and Lloyd agreed to see if he could obtain an accurate plan. Actually, buried in the
rhododendron is a well defined boundary bank and ditch which is featured on the large scale Major Bull
Highclere map of 1800, so there shouldn’t be any queries.

At a meeting held on February 25th. 1985 Lloyd said that County Estates had agreed to felling the larch, so
he would apply for a felling licence. However, he apologised for forgetting to bring up the question of the
Committee’s status, at the recent HCC meeting..... Peter Appleford again raised his concern about the
boundaries with Adbury Holt House, whilst Gordon Eastwick-Field was not concerned with the sometimes
ill-defined boundary with Furzeground, which he owned. (The latter were agreed and defined with Gordon’s
widow Elizabeth Eastwick-Field in 2002 and are now marked with concrete HCC boundary posts)
David Lloyd was thanked for
the work done by his
Manpower Services team
clearing paths and building a
bridge over the stream on the
bottom track. However, John
Herne said that some 20
Christmas trees had been
removed - possibly by them!
It was at this meeting that it
was suggested that working
parties
could
remove
firewood, as unknown thieves
were already removing a
certain amount. Lloyd again
promised to produce a leaflet
in time for a public meeting
to be held, which was the
Annual Parish Assembly on
May 21st 1985 in the Portal
Hall, and Gordon said he
might be able to show the
results of his moth trap.
Finally Lloyd said that HCC
had now set aside some
funding for work.
The stream, as it winds through the alder carr in Cpt. 6D

At the next meeting on
September 9th. 1985 Lloyd
at last said that he had the
HCC response to the status of the land, which was that they were not prepared to enter into any covenants, as
the land was only going to be used for the purpose it was bought for. The cynical might say that covers a
multitude of possibilities, including development, and it appears that the committee were erring on the
cynical side, as when Lloyd asked for some volunteers to participate in a working party, he was told that
“local volunteers may be difficult to find, since parishioners were reluctant to co-operate in working parties
whilst the status of the Plantation was in doubt.”
Lloyd said that he was delaying the felling of the larch until after October 1985, when better financial
assistance would be available, but the Committee are minuted as asking him to get quotes for the felling, as
well as asking him to make some suggestions by the next meeting regarding the £5000 grant now announced
by HCC. He also agreed to produce some signs prohibiting horses and motorcycles, as the fence on the
boundary with Burghclere Common appeared to have been damaged by horses. It was also recorded that
Burghclere Grange School had run a fun-run through HP, after the route had been authorised.
This is the first meeting to which Simon Melville - who was already organising Newtown Common
management, and who worked for whatever Natural England were called at the time - was invited to advise.
He said that if a volunteer team were organised to do work in HP, it would be best if they were given a

specific project to see through, although if offered
firewood it would be difficult to extract. He also
invited the Committee to the next Newtown
Common Management Committee meeting, as he
felt they could work together to advantage.
Six weeks later on October 21st 1985 the minutes
taken by Betty Wason at this next meeting are
suggesting that things may actually be about to
happen, with Lloyd reporting meetings with the
Forestry Commission and getting quotes for felling
the Larch. This work would require a suitable gate
and access track for the contractors etc. but the
Committee were also still asking for kissing-gates to
be erected at the three main entrances! It was also
suggested that there should be a sign at the new
main gate, saying it was an HCC site.
On January 23rd 1986 the County Planning officer

Frosty cobwebs on a gorse bush
Roger Brown attended the next meeting, in
response to letters from the Committee
chairman regarding HP’s status. He explained
that “as HCC have no insurance it would not
wish to encumber the land with restrictive
covenants.” He still left doubt in members’
minds though, by saying that HCC “must be left
with a free hand to manage the land in the best
way it felt e.g. if it felt it would be advantageous
to exchange a piece of this land with an
adjoining owner and vice versa” However he
thought there was no danger they would dispose
of it for development or any other reason, and at
last a possible solution was suggested in that a
“Countryside Heritage Sites” policy was being
implemented, and maybe the Committee would
like to consider this. He also asked if the
Constitution could be amended to read “A
member of the Committee as appointed by the
County Planning Officer”? - This seems to have
been conveniently overlooked under the current
structure of HCC’s Countryside Dept.; whereby
the ranger and/or sites manager attend
management meetings.
On a more familiar topic David Lloyd
announced that there was a delay in the Larch

Hazel catkins

felling licence, as the Forestry Commission could not trace his application! He said he would have to
resubmit his application, and that felling licences were taking ages, and no felling contract could be drawn
up until they had the licence. The position of the main gate opposite Briony Cottage - now Orchard House was agreed on, as it appeared to be an old access. (We now know it is shown on Major Bull’s 1800 Highclere
map)
On a sadder note Stan Dunn had written to resign from the Committee on health grounds, and Betty Wason
was also retiring. Stan’s replacement
would be advertised for, and “it was
hoped that David Chedzey, clerk to
the PC could ‘provide cover’; a deed
he did so well for another 7 years!
At the meeting on Wednesday July
23rd. 1986 Susan Roskill was now
Borough Councillor, and Simon
Melville, John Adams and John
Murdoch were new committee
members. This brought the committee
to 9 people. David Lloyd said he had
not had time to pursue the felling
licence or the signs. HCC were still
unwilling to secure the future of the
Plantation with a covenant, and it was
agreed that Susan Roskill would refer
the matter to the County Councillor
Tim McNamara. It was also agreed
that some research would be made
into
the
“unfortunate”
word
‘Plantation’ in the name, in the hope
of finding a more appropriate title for
the wood.
It was also agreed by David Lloyd to
produce some material for an
exhibition at the forthcoming village
Horticultural
Society’s
Summer
Show on August 9th. In Any Other
The smaller of the remaining Cpt 5A Larch trees, in the winter.
Business David Lloyd and Gordon
Eastwick-Field were thanked for their
help for the May 29th. walk, which
had an attendance of over 60 people. Another walk was set for September 14th., and it was agreed that the
working parties should start in September. Primary School children had visited the Plantation and would
visit again in September, while Clere School children had been to see a moth trap in Gordon’s garden.
By the next meeting on October 13th. 1986, no further action had been taken on the signs, but David Lloyd
confirmed that he had prepared a felling licence application. The Horticultural show exhibition had been
manned by Simon Melville, the Primary School children had been back for a walk in September, and on
14th. there had been another well attended Plantation walk. Finally after receiving a letter from HCC’s
Dudley Keep it was agreed to accept the current status of the Plantation, as there were legal difficulties with
any sort of covenant. It was then agreed that the PC should ask HCC that if the Plantation should ever come
up for sale they - the PC - would be given first refusal. HCC had now offered ‘Countryside Heritage Site’
status, which Fred had checked prior to the meeting with as many members as he could, and it was recorded

Autumnal mist on footpath No 6, the only public right of way in the wood.
that “there was no objection to registration,” which now sounds a bit negative, but at the time I can only
guess it was an unknown blessing. Simon Melville says it was a done deed, regardless of Committee’s wish!
On the subject of the name of the plantation, Fred had visited the County Records Office, and found that the
1911 OS map showed it with its current name, and planted with conifers. (One has to assume that these
were a crop previous to the 1920s larch planting.) The 1895 Tithe map showed it owned by William
Lovegrove. It was agreed to continue the research, and the clerk was asked to approach the Carnarvon estate.
John Murdoch reported that a Thames Water official had been testing the water at the Oxdrove ford, for
sheep dip pollution, and it was confirmed by David Lloyd to Peter Appleford that volunteer workers were
insured under the HCC’s third party liability insurance. By this time, working parties were taking place on
the last Sunday morning of the month, led by Simon Melville, who was also organising working parties on
the commons on the first and third Sunday mornings of the winter months.
At the meeting of January 19th. 1987 David Lloyd confirmed the felling licence had been applied for, and
that the management plan had not yet been implemented, as they were still waiting for the felling licence.
Yes, we are now four years down the line! He also confirmed the fencing would be done before the Larch
felling, probably in August. - It never was, in places.

It appears that there was still no
leaflet, as Susan Roskill asked
for one. John Murdoch said that
the owner of Forge Cottage had
been seen clearing and felling in
the Oxdrove, and it was agreed
to informally advise him that it
was now the property of HCC.
(There still seems to be
confusion over ownership of the
eastern end of Oxdrove. Some
residents claim ownership to the
centre of the track, whilst I have
seen the deeds for the corner of
HP when sold to Admiral John
Adams of Oxdrove House,
which clearly transferred all the
track and the northern verge.)
Two months later, there was a
meeting on March 9th. 1987 at
which David Lloyd said the
felling licence application was
still at Cambridge (Forestry
Commission HQ) but he did
distribute some booklets on
Heathlands
and
Ancient
Woodlands. John Adams had
been advised by the owner of
Forge Cottage that he had not

done any clearing in the Oxdrove, but Fran
Wilcox had done some work to prevent damage
to passing cars.
It was agreed that the
management plan was now out of date, and
should be updated, and David Lloyd agreed to
provide a map showing the paths. Drafts of the
long-awaited information leaflet were also
discussed. The owners of Briony Cottage (now
called Orchard house) and Nightingales (The
two houses opposite the current main gates in
Well St.) were concerned about the new
entrance, as it might create a traffic hazard, so
alternatives were to be explored. Copies of
Simon Melville’s recent survey of Burghclere
and Earlstone Commons would be circulated,
and Simon confirmed he had applied for grant
aid to purchase a chain saw.
Three months later at the meeting on June 8th.
1987 the chairman reported that 30 members of

Path No 1, the Rhododendron walk.

the public had attended the guided walk on May 14th. David Lloyd again reported no movement of the
felling licence, and that wherever the new access was sited, planning permission would be required. The
leaflet draft was produced by Simon Melville, and a few alterations were agreed on. He also confirmed he
had received grant for the saw from BDBC, and David Lloyd asked him to forward the papers on to him, for
HCC’s contribution.
On September 14th. 1987 the meeting was chaired by Simon Melville, who had taken over the helm as PC
chairman from Fred Lawrence, who was thanked by all for his duties as chairman. David Lloyd yet again
confirmed no movement on the felling licence, and said the leaflet was still with the HCC design department.
He also confirmed there had been an application for an orienteering course through the HP, but it was agreed
that this was not compatible with the conditions of use of it. It was agreed that David should prepare a
contract for the supply of three stiles and some post and rail fencing.
The siting of a path through the rhododendron was discussed, with Peter Appleford expressing concern at the
proximity to his boundary and a glade where he suspected badgers might live. (Interestingly, a path here is
shown on the 1898 25 inch OS map.) It was agreed that this new path should be omitted from the map until
established, and that Peter would manage the rhododendron. In his absence, Gordon Eastwick-Field
tendered his resignation on the grounds of ill-health, and the secretary was asked to write a letter of thanks
for his past help, wishing him a speedy recovery.

Chapter Four: Storms and better days.
The next meeting took place on January 11th. 1988, three months after the Great Storm of October 1987.
David Lloyd reported that due to pressure of work after the storm he had not been able to prepare a contract
for the stiles, and there was no news of the felling licence. Also there was no draft leaflet, and John Adams
requested an early
production
with
emphasis that there
should be no horse
riding in the HP.
There
was
still
deliberation on the
location of the new
access, and whether
the old one could be
resurrected
without
planning permission.

A neat little jig I designed for cording up small wood, removing the chance of
blunting the saw on the ground, as well as bringing it up to a safer working
height.

The PC had indicated
it would welcome any
suggestions for a
replacement
for
Gordon, but at the
meeting held on April
11th. 1988 there is no
mention of it. David
Lloyd did report that
there was a new grant
scheme to which it
might be possible to
transfer the felling

licence application, which was still outstanding - yes it is 5 years now! He also said that it was going to cost
£1100 to get Southern Electric to move the overhead power lines for a new access, so it was agreed to make
a planning application to reopen the old one, when the local residents could object in the normal way.
Chairman Simon Melville said a manpower Services Team were available to continue ditch clearance on
Broken Way, and along FP 6.
On July 19th. 1988 David Lloyd reported that he had now submitted a new application for a felling licence
under the new Woodland Grant Scheme. He also reported that due to staff shortages in the HCC Design
Section no further progress had been made with the leaflet, so it was discussed whether the Committee could
commit funds for work on behalf of HCC. Lloyd said the County Estates Officer was responsible for
committing funds and he would explore what could be done. Members agreed to inform the secretary about
committee member nominations - to replace Gordon - before the next meeting, so that a ballot could be held.
They had received four applications.
Finally, at the meeting on October 10th. 1988 David Lloyd reported that he had a meeting with the Forestry
Commission’s Woodland Officer, so hopefully the grant and licence would be forthcoming in the next
month. He also said the work on the leaflet was now being held up by the typesetting dept of HCC, but he

The main track on December 22nd 2009
felt sure it would be produced this financial year, before he left HCC employment in December; so this was
his last meeting. He would be submitting a planning application for the reopening of the old access gate, and
apologised for making no progress on the specification for the fencing, so Peter Appleford and John Herne
agreed to draw one up to British Standard Specifications. Lloyd also apologised for not arranging for the
verge trees to be flailed along the edge of the C45 Well St. - referred to in the minutes incorrectly as “the
Newtown road’.

John Murdoch again expressed concern about tree
branches falling and blocking the Oxdrove, and
that the SEB had not responded to previous
approaches. Fran Wilcox was unanimously voted
onto the Committee, and I, Neill Bruce was put
forward as a co-opted non-voting member, subject
to confirmation by the PC.
My first meeting as a Management Committee
member was on January 16th. 1989. I had been
helping with the working parties for several years
both on the commons and in HP, as I had a chain
saw, as well as a Honda quad bike and trailer,
which was useful for carrying tools, and getting
firewood out for the volunteers. The amount of
work needed was such that we were now using
chain saws, where earlier the volunteers had tried
to do all work with hand tools. The 1987 storm
had brought a few trees down, but it had mainly
swept east of this area.
Chairman Melville reported the planning
application to fell the larch had been submitted to
BDBC, the strimmer promised by David Lloyd
had not materialised, and Peter Appleford had
also not received the promised paths map promised at the meeting just under two years An Azure damselfly on a bramble leaf
before, on March 9th. 1987. It also appeared that
the planning application for the access had not
been made either. However, the leaflet was in the process of being printed. Simon also read a letter of
concern from John Paine, of Briony Cottage and reported he would have a site meeting with him when the
plans had been submitted. Two months later, on March 20th. 1989 8 members attended a meeting with
Simon Melville as Chairman. John Adams, Peter Appleford, John Herne, Fred Lawrence, Fran Wilcox,
Jonathan Howe the new HCC representative, and myself, at my
home Grange Cottage. No mention is made of Susan Roskill, who
was still the borough councillor. The secretary - still David Chedzey
- reported he’d had no reply from HCC re the access application,
and no response from HCC on trimming the roadside.
Jonathan Howe reported on several topics; firstly there had been an
error on the Broadleaf Grant Scheme application, so it had had to be
resubmitted on February 21st. which would delay felling again this
season. Secondly that he could find no trace of the leaflet after its
draft stage, and thirdly that HCC planning had said that no planning
application was needed for reopening the old access, but in view of
the conflicting advice he would have a site meeting with BDBC.
His offer to treat the recently cleared rhododendron which was
rejuvenating in Cpt. 5B was accepted.

Lords and ladies

Peter Appleford reported on the types of fencing available to BSS,
and that the cost of fencing current problem areas would be around
£2000. The chairman submitted a priority fencing plan, and it was
agreed to look at this on site on April 2nd. As the bridges on path 1
- the rhody walk - were rather slippery lengths of felled trees, I

questioned their safety, and it was agreed that culverts would be constructed where appropriate.
An onsite meeting was held on April 2nd 1989, to discuss fencing. The stretch from the path opposite Eeles
Cottage’s drive to Brick Hill was considered the most important, with a suitable parallel bars barrier at each
entrance. At Broken Way, it was agreed to fence from the ford west up to the rhododendron, but not east of
the ford. It was also agreed that the old rustic bridge, over the stream on path 3 and built with Alder, should
be replaced, but no decision was made as to how. On Burghclere Common it was proposed to fence the
boundary with the common, and south along the C45 (Well St.) for 15 metres, but not the entire length.
Another parallel bars gate would be erected on FP6. Needless to say the only things that were done were the

Cpt 2C in January 1996, after Fran Wilcox and I removed the birch. In those days wood wasn’t stolen.
entrances.
The site of the main access was confirmed, with a pair of 10 to 12 foot five bar wooden gates, and a gravel
‘loading area’ inside. It was also agreed that the slippery stream bridges on path 1 should be removed. It
was at this meeting that it was agreed that County Estates should contact Mr Kevin Ruane concerning his
encroachment into the HP, having felled several alders and planted some flowering cherry trees. However, at
the next meeting of July 24th. 1989, it was decided that Jonathan Howe - who was not at this meeting should ask the County Planning officer to write to Ruane, as when Peter Appleford had spoken to him, his
reply was that he was continuing work done by previous owners of Adbury Holt House, as if this was good
reason. As far as can be determined, nothing was done on this matter.
Also at this meeting it was revealed that County Estates only had a record of the Brick Hill footpath
entrance, and they were now wanting to make the contractor’s entrance onto Oxdrove, which would not need
planning permission. The felling licence was at last granted - well it was only six years. It was suggested that

the secretary should arrange for Burghclere Parish Council to apply for the access planning, as the Oxdrove
was totally unsuitable for the size of vehicles envisaged.
By the meeting of October 23rd 1989, the chairman had not requested Jonathan Howe to write to Ruane,
and Jonathan had not been able to spray
the rhododendron in Cpt. 5B.
Furthermore the leaflet had been
delayed by lack of funds, but was now
ready to proceed. (We all dream)

A male Large Skipper. Only the male has the black line of scent
scales across the forewing.

One of the most extraordinary facts to
emerge was that whilst a budget of
£5000 had been approved, it had not
been expended, because it had never
formally been asked for, and HCC had
never been asked to agree the terms of
reference
of
the
Management
Committee. Until the terms had been
agreed no funds could be requested by
the Committee. Great hair-tearing-out
information, as HP could have been
properly fenced for that amount. One
does wonder what Mr Lloyd did on his
return from our meetings..… It was
also agreed that the felling contract
should be put out to tender.... (but we
knew in July the licence was granted;
why not then? Glaciers didn’t move
that fast in pre ‘global warming’ days,
it appears.)

The main access was still being argued over, with Peter Appleford rightly insisting that the Oxdrove would
be ruined by such vehicles, and David Howe saying that HCC Highways had said there would have to be a
turning area inside the HP, which would involve a large cleared area. I suggested it could be a future car
park, but I remember being told that was not going to be welcomed by neighbouring houses, and I’m now
glad we didn’t make one, as it would probably be full of travellers. The matter was pushed back to Jonathan
to go back to HCC saying the Committee preferred the C45 Well St. option.
Six weeks later at the December 4th. 1989 meeting, the chairman Simon Melville reported that ‘No Riding’
signs had been erected at each end of FP6, whilst Fran Wilcox said one of them had already been turned
round. Jonathan Howe said that at last the access site on Well St. had been agreed on, and the County
Arborealist had asked the committee to employ a local farmer to flail the verges. I said I would ask Henry
Whiting. Jonathan said he hadn’t written to Ruane yet, but that the Principal Land Agent (PLA) had
recommended totally fencing the whole HP. - Oh if only they had! Peter Appleford had suggested this be
done as a ‘first job’, but remembers it was not a popular suggestion. It’s then minuted that “it was agreed to
await Mr Ruane’s reply to the County’s letter.” - Don’t hold your breath is the motto here. The PRA had
also ‘intimated that the Terms of Reference could be accepted with reference to the County Council Land
Sub Committee.”
In AOB John Adams pointed out that brambles were spoiling the glades and Jonathan suggested flailing
them. (It is my memory that dear John was always complaining about the brambles, such that Fran still to
this day refers to him as ‘Brambles Adams’! I later learnt that they are - in pure forestry terms - a good
thing, as they keep the deer from browsing tree seedlings. From the nature conservation angle they are also
good for nectar and late summer fruit.)

On January 25th. 1990 the second ‘great storm’ hit the UK, creating havoc in the middle south of England.
Much of the parish was without electricity for some 8 days. 90% of the Larch was blown down into the most
appalling giant ‘Spillikins’ tangle; so it never did get felled, just cleared up and removed (By Wessex
Woodland management Ltd). Every path was completely blocked, and it took months for the volunteers to
clear them.

Chapter Five: Repairs and progress at last.
Five months later at the meeting on May 22nd. 1990, we were still trying to clear the storm damage, and
agreed to continue clearing through the summer, rather than leaving it undisturbed for the nesting season as
usual. It was mentioned by the chairman that locals were taking timber, usually that which had been cut by
the volunteers at their expense of energy and chain saw running costs, and Jonathan Howe said that this was
illegal. John Adams suggested putting a note in the Parish Magazine, saying that only the volunteers were
permitted to remove firewood, so if you wanted some, come and help. I don’t remember anyone coming
forward, as thieves tend to be lazy, and there are still some locals who believe Herbert Plantation is Common
Land, over which they have rights. Sorry. No it isn’t, and you don’t, and wood theft is worse than ever, as it
rises in value.
The ‘No Riding’ signs had been removed, and of three footpath signs erected by myself & Parish Councillor
Cyril Kennedy, one had already been turned round. Henry Whiting had declined the invitation to flail the

One of my earliest photos of the wood, this shows the windblown larch in Cpt. 5A

verge shrubbery, but an outside contractor had been found by HCC. (Since all this vegetation was outside the
boundary bank, it was technically Highway’s responsibility anyway, and now accepted as so!)
On the thorny subject of the access, John Paine had written to Sir David Mitchell, the local MP. Chairman
Melville said he’d had a meeting with Mr Harrison of HCC, and was going to write to HCC suggesting the
access could be moved north by some 25 metres.
We now take a leap forward of 18 months to November 21st 1991. The Committee was still chaired by
Simon Melville - who apologised for the delay in having a meeting - with Fred Lawrence, Peter Appleford,
John Adams; and Fran Wilcox and myself as non voting members. Mrs Brigitte Wilson was the new borough

The main track after the 1990 storm. Quite impassable. If you look carefully now, you can still see
some of the root plates, which we left on edge, although some returned flat, if the tree was cut soon
enough. Also the occasional rotten remnant birch trunk is still visible, twenty six years on.
councillor. Jonathan Howe was joined by Graham Willis of HCC County Estates, as the management of the
HP was being transferred from County Estates to County Recreation Dept. on April 1st 1992.
The 4½ acres of smashed larch had been cleared away by Wessex Woodland Management (WWM), the new
access had been installed but not completely finished and John Paine had commented that he was pleased
with the end result, which was not as intrusive as he had feared. Since timber had overnight become almost
valueless, especially when so badly damaged as this was, we were lucky to receive £8,500 net, after
deduction of the £3,575 that creating the new access cost. WWM had marked up those Scots Pine that were
due for thinning, and would be carrying out the replanting of the larch plot (Cpt 5A) with mixed broadleaf,

naming “sweet chestnut, oak, ash, and beech with some wild cherry and crab apple, whitebeam, rowan and
holly .... individually protected with polypropylene ‘Tulley Tubes’.”
(These tubes were supposed to decay naturally, but twenty six years on they are still as new, where not
damaged, and the two strands of wire holding the tree to a wooden stake were left to cut into the trees. I had
asked what to do in 1998, when we had the avenues flailed, and was told to leave them as they were. Having
no previous experience of this sort of vegetation, I did not realise that the whole area would become an
impenetrable jungle for the next 11 years, in many cases allowing the faster growing trees - such as Chestnut
- to have outgrown the wire ‘garrotte’ that was now embedded in them. I’m pleased to say that these tubes
are no longer used, being replaced by the coiled wraparound plastic type that can expand with the growing
tree trunk. It was only in the winter of 2006/7 that the undergrowth had thinned enough to allow a heroic job
of wire and tube removal to be done by local resident, butterfly expert and HP volunteer Tony Filbee. Many
thanks again, Tony.)
Those who remember the post-storm larch plot will remember it was like a bomb site, with uprooted stumps
everywhere. At this meeting it was discussed whether they should be removed or not, the penalty being soil
compaction by the machines that would be able to cope. Simon Melville brought up the subject of sycamore
invasion, and Graham Willis said there was ‘no case for spraying or cutting..’ This was to become a real
problem in Cpt. 5C, where the falling larch had brought down a lot of the sweet chestnuts, which had been
instantly replaced by a forest of sycamore.
Graham Willis said he would pursue the fencing along Oxdrove, with parallel bars at the various ways in.
There is still no fencing there in 2016.

Chapter Six: Real progress starts.

The Mule full of Tulley tubes, 17 years old, and by no means biodegraded.

The next meeting was on
March 5th. 1992, which
was attended not only by
Graham Willis, but by
David Dixon head of
HCC’s Recreation Dept.
and John Tickle from the
same
Dept.
David
explained that not only
would the Recreation
Dept take over the
responsibility of HP from
County Estates on April
1st., but at that time it
would have a name
change
to
the
Countryside
and
Community Department
(CCD).

(I remember thinking that things were looking up. John Tickle would be our man in the CCD, and the day to
day running would be from their Northern Office at Basing House where he worked. John was an excellent
chap, and as I write this update - to the original 2010 writing - in 2016 he is head man of the CCD) We
were to have a Ranger in the winter months, and John much appreciated the involvement of the Committee
and the work of the Volunteers.

Previously I had asked if Fran Wilcox & I could now be upgraded to full voting Committee members. We
were duly ‘upgraded’ as Simon Melville had spoken to Col. Fred Lawrence, who had decided to leave the
Committee and was duly thanked for his past service, while John Herne had moved to Newbury, so no
longer qualified to be on the Management Committee.
I picked up on the proposal in the 5 year management plan to widen all verges by 3 metres each side to
provide somewhere for wildflowers. The SE run of FP6 from the cross roads with the main track now
looked nice as a tunnel of young oaks, and it was agreed to leave this. (Only in 2010, did we agree that this
stretch of the footpath was too shaded, and it was thinned by Sparsholt students in winter 2012-13 to provide
the same dappled light as we have done on the main track) There was talk of getting HCC’s compact tractor
and flail in to cut the verges, especially where the brambles were encroaching onto the paths, and along the
NE section of FP6. (Actually it should have said the NW verge, as there are birch right up to the eastern edge
of the FP here. It would not be until the early 2000s that I would get to start widening the ride verges.)
Graham Willis said that Wessex Woodland Management should complete the planting of the larch area Cpt.
5A by the end of March, and the thinning of the Scots pine should be finished by the end of April.
John Tickle also said he would like as much scientific and historical information as possible for the
management plan. I think we all left that meeting feeling that we were entering a new era, when we would
get things done.

The ‘Cross-Roads’ of the main track and footpath 6 in December 2007, after the volunteers had cut
back a lot of brash behind the FP sign to let more light in. The honeysuckle was carefully not cut.

It was to be a year before we had the next meeting on March 3rd 1993. The Committee were still the same,
but at this meeting we were introduced to Graham Darrah, who was HCC’s Woodland Consultant and
chairman of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust. Also Brian Taylor, who was described as HCC’s ‘Seasonal
Warden’. It appears from the minutes that not a lot had happened in those 12 months.
We were still waiting for a flail to clear the verges, which John Tickle said he hoped would be done by the
end of the month, along with the rhody spraying. He also reported that as the County was in the process of
changing its logo, no signs would be erected in the near future. He told us that he was arranging for the
HCC surveyors to do a proper survey of the northern boundary, and that Graham Darrah was to draw
together a proposal for the renewal of the Woodland Grant Scheme, as the current agreement was due to
lapse in 1994. Work
would also soon start at
clearing the birch from
Cpt 4. (This was done,
so creating Cpt. 4E).
The Committee also
repeated its request for
the fence on Broken
Way, and the bridges
over the ditches on the
rhody walk path 1.
It was in late 1993 that
David Chedzey retired
as
clerk
of
the
M a n a g e m e n t
Committee, so at the
meeting on September
6th. 1993 no official
minutes were taken,
only some notes by John
Adams. There appears
to have been no meeting
Looking South East along FP6 from the cross-roads in 2010, showing that it
in 1994, as the next
had become far too dark. This is proven by the bare earth surface, showing
minutes are for a
that there isn’t even enough light to support grass. We were busy elsewhere…. meeting held at Grange
Cottage on January
16th. 1995. It was at this meeting that my wife Miggie Bruce started as voluntary clerk. We also welcomed
Graham Darrah, John Tickle, and John Davison who was the new Northern Area Sites Manager, taking over
from John Tickle.
It was noted that the status of ‘Local Nature Reserve’ had been confirmed, which was a most important
landmark, and finally confirmed the sort of status that the Committee had been trying to achieve some 12
years before. John Tickle confirmed the County had approved the provision of 4 signs - one for each gate
and one for each end of FP6. - These latter 2 were subsequently decided against by HCC. Simon Melville
had left the Parish Council to stand for Borough Councillor, but the new chairman of the PC, Bob Hills had
said that he did not wish to be chairman of the Management Committee, and the PC had agreed that the
Committee could appoint its own chairman. John Adams proposed me - Neill Bruce - (I remember his
words were “...as long as you promise not to talk too much.” As if !!) Fran Wilcox kindly seconded the
proposal. This left a vacancy, and John Adams proposed Merton Vaslet, who later accepted.
The subject of Kevin Ruan’s encroachment, from Adbury Holt House, was again brought up, as he had been
planting specimen non-native trees inside the HP boundary. The minutes merely state “It might be possible
to formally mark the boundary when the new map is delivered.” Simon Melville was preparing to update

the leaflet, and John Adams was still trying to get John Tickle’s article on Local Nature Reserves published
in the parish magazine.
Graham Darrah confirmed the renewal of the Woodland Grant Scheme, and proposed the removal of the
birch from part of Cpt 1, forming Cpt 1B as cleared, and Cpt. 1A as a 100 metre strip, being left so as not to
open it up to the road too much. He also proposed continuing the thinning of Cpt 2A, and the thinning and
tidying up of Cpt. 5C, as there was a lot of damaged sweet chestnut left from the 1990 storm. I suggested
thinning Cpt. 4B. The minutes show it was suggested to thin Cpts. 3A and 4C, though this was decided
against at the next meeting. - 3A, 3B and some of 4D were cleared of birch in winter 2012.
The alder carr (alder in a wet area) in Cpts 6D and the eastern end of 6E had been coppiced many years ago,
and it was considered that they could be thinned again. John Davison said he would investigate the
possibility of getting a charcoal burner to do the work. (Thankfully this came to nought, as it is now
regarded too important!) John Adams again expressed his concern over the brambles, and he was assured by
Graham Darrah that they kept deer off young trees. The gate had by now been installed at Broken Way, and
I asked for a padlock key.

The main track after the April 2008 snow.

By this time safety had become a more serious issue, and if the volunteers were to use chain saws they
needed National Proficiency Testing Council (NPTC) certification. As I had attended several courses at
Sparsholt College only a few years previously, I was able to upgrade from their certification to the NPTC
fairly easily. Simon Melville and I had decided that he would return to working on the commons, which
were his first interest, and I would manage HP. At this time Fran Wilcox was my helper, and remained so for
many years. Unfortunately, NPTC certification was an expensive qualification to obtain if one was not a
professional, so I was the only local qualified to use a chain saw in HP for the next 18 years.
We had our next meeting in the rain ‘on the hoof’ on site in HP on September 26th. 1995. We were
introduced to Tony Davis, the new Northern Area Sites Manager, and his new ranger Alison Fowler. The
Committee now consisted of Admiral John Adams, Peter Appleford, Neill Bruce (chairman), John Murdoch,
Merton Vaslet, and Fran Wilcox. Simon Melville was now the Borough Councillor. Both Tony Davis and
Alison Fowler attended many of the subsequent meetings. Although Tony Davis said that the Local Nature

The Alder carr in April 2010, showing how wet it is. A walking stick will push in right to the handle.
Reserve status would not change the way the wood was managed, it certainly did as - with guidance from
Graham Darrah - we had previously been much more orientated towards improving the timber quality, rather
than improving the habitat and biodiversity.
The first thing that was agreed was that a new track should be created for the contractor’s vehicles from the
end of the main track down to Cpts. 4B & 5C, avoiding the existing footpath. The question of the natural
regeneration that was taking place all round the rows of planted trees in Cpt. 5A was raised by Graham
Darrah, but action was postponed by Tony Davis, who said their machine could cope with it when thicker.

At last - thanks to Alison Fowler - we had some safe new timber bridges over the ditches along the rhody
walk. My only regret is that they were neither wide or strong enough to cope with the Kawasaki Mule ATV
I had for work in HP. This would seriously impair work to the muddy path in future years. Small ditches
subsequently dug alongside this path went only a small way to reduce the mud, and required much work to
keep clear of autumn leaves. We were promised a load-bearing culvert for the stream crossing on path 3,
which duly arrived. Tony Davis expressed concern over Graham Darrah’s plans to coppice the alder carr,
because Graham was concerned it would blow over like the larch. Fortunately it was shelved, as the charcoal
burner did not have the capacity for such a volume of timber. Fran Wilcox and I had cleared a glade at the
crossroads, and it was agreed the contractors should remove some of the pine, and drop some birch that were
close to the beautiful lime on the NE corner of Cpt. 2A. It was also at this time (1995) that Fran and I
removed the birch from the northern ¾ of Cpt. 2C over a couple of winters.
The meeting continued back at Grange Cottage, out of the rain and dark. I requested a no parking sign to be
put on the main gates, to allow access for
volunteer work parties, and emergency
vehicles. The importance of erecting the
Broken Way fence was repeated, as there
were trials bikers getting in. We also
requested kissing gates, not stiles at the two
main entrances. John Davison was a fungi
expert, and Tony Davis a Moth expert, so a
‘Fungus and Moth walk’ was arranged for
October 15th. which was a great success. We
lost some great talent when these two
experts moved on.

Chapter Seven: “Never again.”
Five months later on February 15th. 1996
we had a very full meeting, as the
contractors (Scribeland) had been and gone,
leaving HP looking like a NATO tank testing
area. This is not necessarily a criticism of
them, as using heavy machinery on the clay
areas can only cause a mess. The facts
though are that 175.86 tonnes of timber were
extracted. All of it went for pulp, including
the pine, which was supposed to be going to
earn some better money as pallets. The profit
was a mere £47.65, and as I said, HP was a
mess. We had to get a JCB in to fill in a sort
One of the wooden footbridges on path 1 the
of ‘Heffalump trap’ created by the extraction
‘Rhododendron walk’, installed by ranger Alison Fowler, tractor at the bottom of the new track down
opening the path to all for a much safer walk.
to the sweet chestnuts in Cpt. 5C. You
would have really hurt yourself if you had
fallen into it.
A large number of trees in Cpt. 1A had been spray marked by Graham Darrah in silver. The contractor
couldn’t easily see this on the silver birch, so had over-sprayed them in fluorescent pink, and then they
decided they were not economical to extract. Some time later I examined these trees and the paint had burnt
the bark off. Many of them have now fallen over or died. Nowadays I tie green garden string, using a slip
knot, round trees earmarked for removal, so that if we don’t fell it, it causes no damage.

At this meeting we decided that we would never again get this sort of contractor into HP. (We did for the
pines in 2010, and birch in 2012). Where work could not be done by the volunteers or rangers, we would use
a small firm, who would be able to sell the wood for firewood and use smaller machinery. To date we have
managed with either the rangers or the volunteers.… but then we haven’t had any bad storms. Tony Davis
and I also questioned why the area of Cpt. 2A had been ‘re-thinned’ over the area recently thinned by
Wessex, but not touched south of the junction of paths 7 & 8. I well remember being very upset by the
destruction, and having to spend many hours tidying up the torn and damaged trees that had been hit by the
tractor, which we noted had been left on site for a month after the job was completed.

The cross-roads on the main track, after Scribeland had extracted 176 tonnes of timber, and it’s
amazing that after 6 years you can hardly see a mark . - Photo taken 1996.
Another hot potato was the fine oak that fell over, near the east end of path 2. This had been a casualty of
the 1990 storm, and had been left in place as it had a perfect example of a shallow root plate some ten feet
high, and was in fact still alive and re-forming new shoots off the now horizontal boughs. It was a feature of
the wood, and whilst some thin branches overhung path 2 they were alive, and not in the least dangerous.
Two rangers had attacked it with their chain saws as a subject to practice on, and had not even left it looking
as though it had been cut with any care or professionalism. This caused a huge row between the Committee
and the rangers, who claimed they didn’t want to do further work in the HP. A certain amount of oil was
poured on the troubled waters, but needless to say the oak died.
The Constitution of the Committee was revised, both to cover the election of the chairman, and that we no
longer had an annual general meeting, but the chairman gave a brief report at the Annual Parish Assembly
each May. Various other parts were updated to align with modern status and thinking. I had produced a draft
new leaflet, and this was discussed in relation to trying to disallow bikes and camp fires, both of which were
proving a problem, although during research for this history I have found no mention of bicycles being
forbidden in the original Terms of Reference. We now allow responsible bicycle riding, including on the
Public Footpath, on which the law of the land would normally forbid bicycles.

The question of the rhododendron was discussed. HCC were keen to completely remove it, but I knew that
would not only expose Adbury Holt House to full view, but would remove what was just another diverse part
of the HP. It was decided that most of it should be left either side of path 1, except for some ‘windows’
giving views down to the stream. Any to the south of the stream should be removed, and in the alder carr this
would be done by the rangers using winches, not herbicides. (The volunteers removed all the rhody south of
the stream in Cpt. 6E, and outside the alder carr, and nothing has yet been done about that in the alder carr)
By March 31st 2015, the last Woodland Grant Scheme had ended, with grant aid from the Forestry
Commission, but removal of the rhododendron between path 1 and the stream using contractors never
happened. The rangers did a large amount, after three volunteers had made major inroads into it from the
west end, but because little of it was ever sprayed it has mostly regrown….
The scrub regrowth in Cpt 5A was discussed again, and I said I was going to plot the failed saplings, in order
to plan some glades. I also recommended that now the boundary with Furzeground through Cpt. 4B had
been established on the ground, it should be confirmed and then marked on the new map. Simon Melville
wanted to have the Adbury Holt House boundary surveyed.
A few days after this
meeting I was able to
confirm three guided
walks later in the year.
June 3rd was ‘trees and
woodland flora’ with
Simon Melville and
Graham Darrah; June
2rd
was
‘insects,
butterflies and birds’
with Tony Davis and
finally a repeat of his
always
successful
‘Fungus Forays’ with
John
Davison
on
October 13th.

Some time in early 1996, showing the stacks of birch and sycamore, just inside
the main gate, awaiting removal by Scribeland.

The
meeting
eventually closed with
me saying the next one
would be when there
was something to
discuss.

It
happened
on
January 26th. 1998.
Two years with nothing to discuss? Well.... when we did, John Tickle asked me to call a meeting every six
months in future; one in winter, and a summer onsite meeting. We agreed that HP had recovered well from
its devastated state, the volunteers had finished thinning Cpt 2C, and had started on Cpt 6E, and only days
before the meeting Tony Davis had finally had the kissing gates installed! We also welcomed Briony
Canning as the PC’s Committee member, and Tony Davis brought Andy Craig from HCC’s Countryside
Service.
The well-worn subject of the northern boundary with Adbury Holt House was raised, as the new owners The Coopers - were disputing it. There is a very well defined ancient ditch and bank, which even features on
the 1800 Highclere map, but they said that Strutt & Parker had surveyed it, and this bank was in the wrong

place. They wouldn’t allow HCC to see their survey unless they paid 50% of the cost, which HCC refused
to do.
Fencing was again discussed, the boundary with Burghclere Common being important, along with the
roadside from opposite Yeoman's Lane to the main gates, as this was where residents opposite were dumping
garden rubbish - as if they hadn’t got room in their own gardens! (I get very heated about this slovenly
practice.) Then the plan was to fence the boundary with Oxdrove, followed by the roadside from Oxdrove to
the main gates. It was recorded that path 9 had been extended - by the volunteers - through the Scots pine to
meet path 8 near the large lime tree. The chestnut that had been cleared up in Cpt. 5C would take years to
rot, whereas it could be chipped by Butlers of Ashford Hill, and used to repair muddy paths.
The subject of flailing Cpt 5A, which had become a jungle, was discussed, as it was felt the Forestry
Commission would not think we had been caring for the planted trees as it stood. Tony Davis was gravely
concerned about doing this, in case the trees were damaged. The minutes say that the volunteers were
clearing the rhody from the south side of the stream, and opening up the ‘windows’ from path 1 down to the
stream. John Murdoch commented that Cpt. 2D was a mess with fallen trees, and I responded that it was
good wildlife habitat, with more cover there than elsewhere, and we would look at it on our next site
meeting. (In fact, it is this area with the ivy covered trees, many leaning and fallen, that has most birdsong at
nesting time, and it is a plot that I have always kept out of because of that.
(In 2010 someone had been cutting through the thick ivy stems with a fine saw, obviously killing it. This
removes the nesting habitat and also the late season nectar and berries that many bees and birds rely on.
It is misguided vandalism, and I made a big fuss in my newsletters to the ever-growing number of walkers
who expressed and interest, and it thankfully stopped. They were also cutting through ancient honeysuckle,
which could be supporting White Admiral butterfly caterpillars, as well as supplying nectar and looking nice.
Neither damage the trees, and in the case of the ivy, whilst it might be wise to cut it in your garden, HP is a
nature reserve, so a different approach is taken. It really upsets me that walkers feel they must interfere, with
their misguided actions that actually cause damage, not good..)
It was hoped to hold the following meeting on site, on June 10th. 1998, but we were rained off back to
Grange Cottage. It was the last meeting attended by Simon Melville, as he was handing over the reins of

Borough Councillor to John Clegg. Most unfortunately Peter Appleford got left behind, as he had decided to
walk to the front gates, along the road, and we all departed just before he arrived! He was left to walk home
in the rain through the HP. I repeat my apologies, Peter, you didn’t deserve that!
HCC had decided that Cpt. 5A should be flailed, and the work was done at great expense by and to Gorse
Busters Ltd. Their account came to £1200, but they had broken three machines in order to complete the job!
I had had a site meeting with John Tickle, Tony Davis, Graham Darrah, and Robin Hendrie of the Forestry
Commission on March 18th. 1998 to inspect the results, and it was at this meeting that I was told to leave
the Tulley Tubes in place round the planted trees. If only they had said to remove the wire, we wouldn’t have
all those damaged trees.
We had looked at work that could be done by the volunteers, i.e. Fran Wilcox and me, and had agreed that
the ash in Cpt. 6E needed thinning, as there were some weak examples that were best removed to allow
enough light for new specimens to regenerate, as the woodland floor was bare. We also identified that some
of the tall birch alongside path 2 could come out, as it was a very harsh edge, now there were no larch
butting up to them. Finally we considered more rhody clearing in Cpts 6B & 6C.
John Tickle expressed the hope that the boundary dispute with the Coopers at Adbury Holt House could be
cleared up amicably. It was to rumble on.…
I then introduced our new ranger Sharon Larkin, who had replaced Amanda Craig (who in turn had replaced
Alison Fowler). I also confirmed that Butlers
had chipped most of the sweet chestnut,
although the chipper had broken down and lost
some time. They had promised us a morning’s
free chipping to complete the job which had
cost £300. (The huge piles of chippings had
done a good job on many of the paths, and with
the help of a number of extra volunteers such
as Tim Paine and Peter Evans we had made
good use of them.)

After flailing Cpt. 5A there were thin hedges, which
contained a mixture of dead and surviving saplings.

I had also suggested extending the main track
down through Cpt 5A, to provide access to the
eastern end, sparing path 3, which had become
very attractive, but we never did that. (After
the March site meeting, my wife Miggie and I
surveyed the whole of Cpt 5A for failed trees. I
also replaced all broken stakes. I remember
that I started in March, in the north western
corner, when it was snowing lightly, and gave
up in about July because the re-growth was so
successful that I was damaging wild flowers;
and also because I was concerned about the
number of ticks there were, with their threat of
Lyme Disease. Fran had started at the southern
corner, and had done a great job clearing the
debris, although about the only thing that was
surviving there was alder. We also wire netted
a number of the yew and holly that were along
the western edge, as the deer were preventing
them from developing, continually grazing
them back to the small plastic nets they’d been
planted in. Later this netting was removed, to

allow the trees more freedom; they are now well above deer grazing height.)
I had managed to obtain a record of what was planted, from Wessex Woodland Management, and the tally
was; 600 sweet chestnut, 300 each of oak, ash & beech, 200 wild cherry and 40 each holly, yew, crab apple
and whitebeam. Total 1900. I had started mowing the verges in order to encourage wild flowers, and
suggested we flail 5A every autumn, but this was not concurred by Davis or Tickle, who wanted to monitor
it. (They were right, of course, as it would have just remained an area of rows of thin hedges, as it would not
be possible to flail between each tree, just each row,
as had been done by Gorse Busters Ltd. As it was
we had blackcaps nesting there every year until
2006, by which time it had grown to a size that no
longer allowed the dense cover they seek.)
Tony Davis had booked a contractor to, at last, erect
the fence from FP6 on the boundary with Burghclere
Common all the way round to the main gates. Three
strands of plain wire along the Common boundary
and stock netting along the road. Tony also said that
the County Botanist had spent two days surveying,
and had found 40 ancient woodland species, putting
the HP in the top 5% of Hampshire’s sites; and
considers the alder carr to be of regional
importance.... So just as well we didn’t coppice it
then! Finally John Tickle asked to be kept informed
of any comments the locals had about the way the
HP was run. £5000 had been spent in 1997, and he
was impressed with what he had found after 3 years
absence.
In my effort to keep to the two meetings a year, we
had an onsite meeting on April 30th. 1999. Tony
Davis duly handed out the impressive survey by
botanist Giles Groome, which has been on the HP
web site for some years now. As we moved along I
showed where I planned to create glades each side of
My dog Angus inspects the chestnut chippings on the track, and widen the verges generally, and it was
path 3 in Cpt 5C, in 1998.
decided to try to eliminate the sycamore by
concentrating on the seed bearing specimens first.
John Adams pointed out where - at the cross paths he would like to erect a bench in memory of Ione his late wife. This was met with unanimous approval, and I
frequently sit there to contemplate my failing energy levels to devote to HP! The minutes also record that at
this moment Tony heard a wood warbler in Cpt. 3A, which was rare, but unlikely to nest.
It took 8 years to get round to thinning the weak specimens of the oaks that verge the main track; I just
seemed to keep putting it off, but it was finally started in 2009, but of course will need regular re-thinning, as
they grow. It was also then that my idea for a central glade through Cpt 5A was suggested and approved.
Tony Davis said that it had been agreed that in order to properly survey the Adbury Holt House boundary,
the rhododendron would have to be cleared; I suggested that he get HCC’s senior legal wallah to write to Mr
Cooper advising him that this was about to happen, as I knew what a mess this would make in their garden.
Once again, nothing was done, and the dispute remains unresolved.
I showed where the volunteers had cleared two windows through the rhody down to the stream, and where
we had cleared a lot more in Cpt. 6C. Tony Davis promised to put gravel on the track from Broken Way, as

it was very muddy. (As it happens the track is quite sound underneath, and the mud is a result of rotting
leaves, and overflowing ditches. Any torrential rain will actually wash the paths clear, if a drain-off ditch
(called a ‘grip’) is created to allow the water to escape at speed, so that it takes the mud with it.) The
meeting closed with John Murdoch proposing a vote of thanks to the volunteers, endorsed by my thanking
my helpers Fran Wilcox and Laurie Goulding, and Tony Davis thanking his ranger Sharon Larkin.

Chapter Eight: Into the 21st Century.
I failed again in not having a winter meeting, as the next we held was on June 13th. 2000 at Grange
Cottage. Sadly we were without John Murdoch, Peter Appleford and Merton Vaslet, as it had been difficult
enough to get a meeting date with the number we had there, which included John Tickle and Tony Davis for
HCC. I had bought a Logic Flail in the autumn of 1999 and flailed the verges, and created two small glades
at the NE end of 5A; and the Ione Adams memorial bench was in place and much appreciated. The
volunteers had cleared two more areas of rhododendron near the Wellingtonia on path 1, and Sharon had
sprayed two lots of bracken with some success. I had done a leaflet with the taxonomic list by Giles Groome
and the fungi found on our guided walks by Bruce Gwyn and John Davidson, updated versions of which can
also be found on this web site.
John Tickle was at the meeting to report on the Adbury Holt House boundary dispute, which had now
ground to a halt where both parties “agree to not agree.” The boundary will remain in dispute, and this will
mean he is legally bound to reveal this dispute should he put the property on the market. (I have to say that
this is a sad result, but there are thousands of such disputes every year in the UK, and sometimes they get
resolved amicably. If you crawl through the rhododendron you can see the bank and ditch with ancient tree
stumps still preserved on what is obviously a very old boundary.)
I explained that Miggie and I had planted a ‘Millennium Tree’ on January 1st 2000. It was a Douglas Fir
seedling that I had rescued when opening the glade by the giant specimen. I had brought it on in a pot, and it
was planted on the west side of path 1 in Cpt. 6E just south of the stream. I also thanked Fran Wilcox who
had had to give up his volunteer work. His place had been taken by Harry Dove, who was doing
conservation as part of his Duke of Edinburgh bronze award scheme. I had also pollarded a young oak with

Glade 1 in Cpt. 5A, in the summer of 2000. I flailed it in autumn 1999, so this is its first season,
when it was mostly soft rush. This shows just how small the 5A regeneration was 16 years ago.

a damaged top, as an experiment. It is not doing as well as the Douglas seedling, which is now around about
8ft tall.
Tony Davis offered a Moth Evening, and July 14th. was chosen, if fine. It was, with many moths found, and
several bats seen at the crossroads, where Tony set up his lamp.
Yet again I failed to call a winter meeting - because everything was now going so well under our new HCC
representation that there just wasn’t anything much to discuss, and also I was waiting for Tony Davis to
appoint a new ranger.
So it was that at the meeting of August 10th. 2001 that I introduced our new committee member Richard
Secker, and new ranger Nicki Hetherington (now married and Mrs Nicki Paton). Richard replaced Fran,
who had moved to Newbury. The meeting would have been onsite, but I was recovering from an operation,
so it was held at Grange Cottage again.
I had over the winter been flailing the central glade through 5A, and the Forestry Commission (FC) had
approved of what was done, and said we could flail up to 20% as glade. (I had used the survey I had made 2

The line of boundary bank oaks, between HP and Furzeground in Cpt. 5B, showing how all the
lower branches have died off because the birch had shaded the light out. We thinned these birch, in
2008 - 9 to allow light to the oaks, although in most cases it was a bit too late.
I had wanted to do this years ago, but was told not to worry about it…..
years earlier in order to see where to flail, where the planted trees had failed.) FC explained that as the trees
grow the glades will have to be enlarged in order to prevent the glade becoming shade. We are now actively
doing this, but have for some time no longer been able to use the flail, as the trees are too big.

The year 2001 was the year of Foot and Mouth Disease, and HP had been closed for some months. When it
was opened again Harry Dove and I spent a lot of time trying to improve path 1 with the sweet chestnut
chippings. This was the first year that I had started to ring bark sycamore that were away from paths, in
order to provide a habitat for bird food. I had also knocked the bottom rails out of the fences beside the two
kissing gates, in order to allow push chairs in. (In fact it only seemed to admit foul mouthed youths and their
bikes, so the rails were replaced in 2006!) I had also put a note in the parish magazine asking if anyone felt
the need for disabled access, but had had no replies. Public access was again discussed, and again it was
confirmed by Tony Davis that HCC felt HP was mainly for local people, and that provision of car parks etc.
would only attract travellers and litter.
The idea of another bench was raised by Tony, and it was agreed to put one in glade 7 at the NE corner of
5A. I explained that there had been an onsite meeting with Mrs Elizabeth Eastwick-Field and Don Tanner
(Chief Surveyor HCC) and Mrs Jane Stanford (HCC Estates Dept.) to identify the boundary between HP and
Furzeground. The volunteers had cleared what was identified as the correct boundary, and Don had marked
the line with pegs. Once confirmed by Elizabeth as being correct, it was marked with small concrete
boundary marker posts.
The year 2002 seemed to come and go uneventfully, meaning that it was another year without any meetings!
I can only reiterate that if there had been anything that needed discussing, we would have had one. As
everyone gets more and more busy, it is ever harder to get members together, so I feel we have to make it
worth while. Little point in getting our various members to set time aside and drive from Yateley Common
etc. just to say “Well, everything is going well, so good-bye and thanks”.

View of the central glades being flailed in Cpt. 5A in autumn 2000. It took several passes to get it
to this state, and at times the only way I could see where to go was by standing up in the Mule as I
navigated my way along the lines of failed saplings, which had been planted some 8 years before.

Thus we next met on April 9th. 2003 at the main gates for an onsite meeting. Tony Davis had moved on,
and was replaced by his no 2 Andy Davidson, whilst the PC member was now Mrs Linda Scoles. John
Murdoch had left for the USA, so had resigned, requiring a replacement. Peter Evans was my volunteer
assistant now so felt he was involved enough; I proposed Mrs Suki Fane, who I knew walked in the HP a lot,
and she was duly elected. On the subject of the volunteers work, I explained that we were now concentrating
on removing or ring-barking sycamore, and showed two huge specimens that we had dropped by path 8 in
2A. We had also opened up a new ‘wing’ to the glade in 5A - glade 4 - although no path was planned. It
was agreed to erect a small fence across
the opening to deter people, as there
were some hazardous cut ends of birch
etc. (Needless to say walkers now just
walk where they want, often head down
in their mobile phone, walking all over
common spotted orchids etc. They just
look on the wood as somewhere to
walk, and are not in the slightest bit
interested in the flora.)

A typical result of ring-barking sycamore. The left side of this
stump faces the prevailing weather, and it is dark because the
water and fungi got in on this side, rotting it. It then snapped off
in a gale, and crashed down away from the paths. I am no
longer ring-barking sycamore, as it is a poor food base. It makes
a huge amount of seed, as it dies, as well, so no benefit.

We looked at the steep slope on path 3
down to the chestnuts, and it was
agreed that HCC would construct some
shallow steps and a hand rail, as it
became extremely slippery when the
clay base was wet. Peter Appleford
said that he had a problem with steps,
so it was agreed to leave a plain slope
beside them, for those who preferred a
slope. I also asked that the wet ditch
crossing at the NE end of path 2 be
repaired with a pipe under. I was able to
confirm that Elizabeth Eastwick-Field
had now agreed with the boundary,
which would soon be marked with 18
inch concrete boundary posts.

On May 18th. 2004 we met once again
for an onsite meeting at the main gates
at 7.30 pm. I introduced Chris Saint
who had replaced Linda Scoles as the
PC representative, and our new member Mrs Suki Fane, who had had to wait a year for her first meeting.
There was really very little to discuss, except to look at the new concrete boundary posts along the edge of
Furzeground, and to again ask for the steps on path 3, and repair to path 2 by the ditch. We saw how
successful the various glades in 5A had become, with many wild flowers and attendant insects, such as
butterflies and dragon flies. We finished at 9.30 pm in the dark, so had spent a happy two hours wandering
about!
We next met at Grange Cottage on the afternoon of April 26th. 2005. Peter Appleford, for whom most of
the praise for getting us HP must be awarded, had now resigned from the committee after over 20 years, and
a vote of thanks was recorded. I had e-mailed all members asking if they had any proposals for his
replacement, and in the absence of any suggestions I had invited Briony Canning back, as she has a fund of
local knowledge and interest in HP. This time all this had been agreed by all members prior to this meeting,
in order that I could invite Briony, rather than keep her waiting 13 months as had happened with Suki Fane.
We also welcomed Andy Hewitt as our new Borough Councillor.

We were able to admire
the new steps on path 3
and the ‘piped bridge’
over the ditch on path 2. I
again asked that the
boundary be fenced from
the
main
gates
to
Oxdrove, and down same,
but it was explained that 2
strand wire fence cost £3
a metre, and as there were
some
440
metres
involved,
the
annual
budget of a management
grant of £250, along with
a woodland grant of £35 a
hectare it couldn’t be
justified, unless horse
invasion became a real
problem.
The recent attacks by the
dogs belonging to the
Coopers at Adbury Holt
House were discussed.
The PC had received
four
written
Two large sycamore felled beside path 8, the larger one nearly as old as I was. complaints, and had
written to the Coopers
requesting dog-proof fencing, as their dogs were liable to wander across into HP and attack any dogs they
found. The thorny problem of children riding bicycles in HP was discussed. Chris Saint felt very strongly
that they should be allowed to ride in the safety of HP, whilst I explained that it was when they skidded and
cut up the delicate surface of grass in some areas that concerned me. Briony suggested contacting the
schools, which Andy said he would do, while Nicki Hetherington offered to write an article for the ‘News
from the Villages’ magazine. I don’t think either of these were followed up though.
Andy Davidson, HCC’s Northern Area Sites Manager, was also at this meeting, and he explained that they
were going to have to fell the dead Douglas fir on path 1, as it was now a risk to walkers. I explained that
due to my stroke I hadn’t been fit enough to do any volunteer work in the previous winter.
On May 10th. 2006 we again met at Grange Cottage, where we welcomed James Lewin, our new Borough
Councillor. We were able to report that the Coopers had now fenced their property, so the dog nuisance had
stopped, and I had been fit enough to flail the glades and fell much sycamore over the winter. The dead
Douglas fir has had a stay of execution in order to carry out some bat observations. (The dead Douglas fir
remained until May 12th. 2011, when it was felled.)
As Richard Secker had emigrated to France, I had advertised the committee vacancy in the ‘News from the
villages’ Magazine, and received 3 replies. I had asked them all to write a short bit about how they saw the
way forward for HP, and sent this round to all members to vote on. The result was that we welcomed Susan
Murdoch to the committee, with the next vacancy going to Colin Farrant. As Colin lives in Newtown Parish,
the Constitution had been amended by the parish council so that all members had to be ‘Local’, rather than
residents of Burghclere Parish as before. The third applicant had been Mr Mike Heisig of the Oxdrove, and
the committee felt his suggestions for colour-coded trails etc. were too radical.

We again discussed the very wet surface of path
1, and Nicki said the rangers would set aside a
week to do some repairs. (However, it was such
a dry summer that this was impossible during
most months.)
On volunteers work, I had had Robert Heather
helping me very ably over the winter, and we
had removed a lot of sycamore from 4A and 1A,
as well as clearing a small area by one of the
smaller Douglas Firs on path 1, and expanding
the central glade in 5A. In AOB Merton Vaslet
raised the question of involving the two local
schools, and Nicki suggested HCC remind them
of HP’s existence.

The new steps on path 3, in Cpt 5C.

At the winter meeting of December 5th. 2006
at Grange Cottage, we welcomed Mrs Susan
Murdoch. Due mainly to the drought, plus
budget cuts and staff shortages, the rangers had
not managed to repair path 1 during the summer.
Main topic of conversation was a planning
application to build 26 houses adjacent to the
head of the stream that runs through the HP.
There was concern that this might become
polluted with the ‘wrong waste’ being washed
into the stream. As it happens, investigation has
shown that the source of this water is the surface
drainage from Breachfield, and most of the
pollution has come from Thames Water’s
inability to contain raw sewage in the pipes
around the pumping station in Harts Hollow.

There had been some alarm at the severity of HCC’s Highways contractors flailing the shrubbery along the
east side of Well Street, but in fact it had vastly improved sight lines and the verges.
In the heavy rains of 2006 to 2007, path 2 had become extremely wet, there being a new outflow of water on
the clay that is just below the surface of 5A. At the only meeting we had in 2007, held on-site in torrential
rain on July 2nd, we decided that it would be rather nice to divert this water into a small pond that could be
dug in glade 1 of 5A. However, during the drier period of 2007’s so-called summer, this ‘issue’ - as the
Ordnance Survey call them - dried up, so it was decided to put the project on hold, in case all we created was
a temporary mud bath! Meantime, I had mown a diversion through 6E, which in fact is much nicer than the
very overgrown wet path, so it remains to be seen if we just abandon the wet part of path 2. I’m in favour of
doing this, since it is now getting quite thin between path 2 and the central glade, and I think it would be
better to abandon the old line of the path. Since then walkers have chosen both routes, although we no
longer maintain the original line of this path.
At the July 2nd. 2007 meeting, we also looked at the south east end of the public footpath No 6 that runs
through HP. There is an inadequate set of parallel bars placed in the wrong position adjacent to Oxdrove.
The correct position, to identify the boundary, is way up the slope. However this requires the boundary bank
to be fenced down the west side of the path, in order to keep out trials bikers and horses. The intention is to
install a kissing gate. I also announced that I was investigating creating a new path diversion from Cpt. 5B
into 5A’s central glade, in order to avoid the steps, and the extremely slippery slope down to them.

At the next meeting, on December 1st 2008 held at Grange Cottage, I was able to announce that due to the
arrival of a new volunteer helper Tony Filbee, we now had a new path - No 10 - through the southern edge of
Compartment 5A. Nicki Paton said that there should not be a problem with getting on with installing the
kissing gates at each end of FP6. The volunteers - now myself and Tony - had also made a good start on
clearing the birch that were fouling up the oaks in Cpt 5B, and the idea of obtaining a felling licence to allow
professional tree surgeon James George to help us was discussed. Little did we know that someone in HCC
had obtained a 5 year felling licence in 2005, but not told us - or any of the other rangers about it! So much
could have been done.
An on-site meeting was held on August 4th. 2009, but due to 3 members not being able to attend, and the
attendance of two new rangers - Jean Evans and Natalie Tanzer - the meeting was more of a guided walk!
Members were shown the new glade in Cpt 2C, the thinning of oaks along the NE end of the main track, and
the way path 10 had been opened up.
It was agreed that more glades should be created all over the HP, and that more birch should be felled in 5B,
where they are touching or close to the oaks. Sadly there were still no kissing gates on FP6, but it was hoped
that with Nicki Paton handing over the ranger’s job to Ian Stoneman, things might improve.
In June 2009 there had been 3 incidents of kids having camp fires and parties late on Friday nights. Large
numbers of bottles were smashed, with glass everywhere, trees were torn down for firewood, and a general
mess was created. Not really appropriate for a Local Nature Reserve. On June 12th. I was phoned, by a
walker, to say there was a group of kids putting up tents in 5A. I rang the police, as I was unable to attend
myself, and in any case it would be unwise to do so single-handed. To cut a long story short, two town
police from Basingstoke came to my house, and I gave them a map, with instructions as to how to find the
kids. They called for back-up, and the nearest help were a couple of members of Hampshire Constabulary’s
Tactical Firearm Unit, who were passing nearby! I gather from subsequent reports that the nine youngsters
aged from 15 to 17 were somewhat alarmed at the armed police arrival at 11.05 pm - dark by then, of course
- and after having 44 bottles of
beer, one knife and two ‘suspicious
packages’ confiscated, they all went
home fairly quickly. They had in
the meantime completely stripped
all the bark off a sallow tree, which
later had to be felled…

December sunshine in the Scots pines.

Due to my wife Miggie having an
operation on her right arm, we
omitted the winter meeting before
Christmas 2009, but following the
pattern of having the summer
meeting on-site, we next met at the
main gates on May 7th. 2010. Ian
Stoneman was now our new ranger,
and we recounted that at a meeting
in March 2010 with the Forestry
Commission, we had both been
surprised,
annoyed
and
embarrassed to find that not only
had the 5 year felling licence for
30% thinning throughout the wood
existed, but so had a ten year
management plan, for 2005 to
2015, which neither of us had been
shown!

I reported that as I have been keen to get the boundaries at least marked, if not fenced, I had had a meeting
with a surveyor from County Estates office in Winchester, who had said that it would cost about £1200 to do
a full GPS survey and mark them with boundary posts, so it had had to be shelved yet again. Ian again said
he hoped the kissing gates would be in place this year. (Actually, the Northern kissing gate was installed by
Jean and volunteers in April 2011, and the southern one was erected by some Parish volunteers on
September 24th. 2011! So only 3 years.)
However, subsequent to that meeting the Woodland
Grant Scheme was signed up to with the Forestry
Commission, which meant that I need no longer
spend hours measuring the trees that I planned to
fell, in order to ensure that I didn’t exceed the 5
cubic meter allowance that applies when one
doesn’t have the felling licence.
By the following meeting on December 16th. 2010,
thinning the Scots pine in 2B had been started by
Ian Stoneman, but he’d only managed to fell 12
along the edge of the main track, and eventually left
them up by the main gate to rot, despite trying to
convince me that he’d be able to thin the whole
block. These pines were only carted up to the main
gate in November when he came over with the
tractor, which he managed to break in the process.
They were eventually given to the Baikies as a
rather poor reward for more hard work, totally
rebuilding the bottom track, after Ian had endeared
himself even more by getting a trailer stuck, by
ignoring my advice to keep to the right on the left

Above: Stage two in the
creation of path 10 in
Cpt. 5A.

Left: Tony Filbee, on the
right, looks on as Ian
Stoneman - with back to
camera - works out how
to empty some 4 tons of
hoggin that took 2
hours to bring over,
with the tractor, from
Yateley Common. I did
warn him to make sure
he kept to the right, but
he foolishly thought he
knew better...
bend, such that it sank

into the alder carr, and by the time
he’d got it out, the track was a total
disaster.
See next page!

Above: As it says this was how the track looked in April
2010.
Right: The state of the bottom track after Stoneman had
finished getting the trailer unloaded and extracted from
the alder carr.

Left: Ten days later, the
incredibly generous Peter
& Martin Baikie came and
spent most of a day
scraping all the mud off the
track, and miraculously
exposing the ancient
surface of brick rubble and
hoggin. Some 200 years
ago this track led to a
cottage in the wood.

Right: The edges of the track needed some building up,
so Chris Saint kindly brought down several loads of old
tile rubble. which was intended to be a base for hoggin to
be overlaid. This of course never happened, but the tiles
have become invisble….

One of the things that came up at the December 2010 meeting was the Woodland Grant Scheme (WGS).
It was revealed to me that Stoneman had added all sorts of agreed work just to bring in money, without any
consideration as to how, or by whom, it would be done! The most irritating one was 2 & 3 phase rides. A 2
phase ride - or path - has a 2 metre wide path mown every year, and then a further 2 metre verge on each
side, that is mown every alternative year.
A 3 Phase ride has the same treatment as a phase 2, but with a further 3 to 4 metres of shrub zone, making
them some 12 metres wide. There just isn’t anywhere in HP that that can be sensibly achieved, so I managed
to persuade Jonathan Rau of the Forestry Commission that it was unachievable in 5A, and he later cancelled
it, diverting the money to rhody clearance. It was about this time that I started to create what I believed could
be a fine young oak stand. All along the south side of the main track there were lots of good young oaks,
many having been given free space when 4E was cleared of birch in 1993.

Chapter Nine: Much felling to be done.
By June 2011, the management committee consisted of myself still as chairman, Chris Saint as Parish
Council representative, John Izett as Borough councillor, ranger Ian Stoneman as HCC rep, plus Briony
Canning, Suki Fane, Susan Murdoch and Colin Farrant. My wife Miggie was still taking minutes at
meetings, and the next one was held onsite on the afternoon of June 10th 2011.
New - rather garish - metal signs had been erected by HCC at the entrances, the dead Douglas fir had been
felled at a cost of £450, and volunteer Tony Filbee had done a fantastic job clearing the overbearing holly
that ran most of the way along the edge of FP6 in Cpt 3A, turning it into a dark tunnel. See below.

It was at this meeting that Ian Stoneman was still saying he could thin the Scots pines, on his own, which I
knew would never happen, and it didn’t. I’ve always said that his eyes were bigger than his worksheet, and I
guess that by now you know we just didn’t get on, as he messed up on every job he undertook in HP.
The next - Chistmas-time - meeting was on December 16th. 2011, at Grange Cottage as usual, saw that the
Scots pines had been thinned by Wessex Woodland, using a Harvester and Forwarder, which were extremely
efficient, but had made a terrible mess of the main track. This was kindly cleaned up by local digger operator
Bill Futcher, in exchange for some firewood.

Above: The forwarder with a full load, with my wife
Miggie showing its size.

Above: The Harvester felling
a large pine and cutting it
into 3.2m lengths in about 50
secs.

Right: Loading one of the
huge timber lorries
It is perhaps worth recording
that when we were deciding
on the Scots pine thinning I
suggested that we had the
NW corner removed to
reveal the big lime tree, and

Above: Back to quagmire again, after the Scots pine extraction, and generously cleared up by Bill Futcher.
that we also had
another row removed
alongside the main
track. Also we had 2
rows removed from the
eastern edge, with 2C,
to let more light in for
the young oaks. Also a
number were removed
on the slope, to create
a sunny slope for the
heather, which is doing
well. By the end I
think Wessex actually
removed some 40% of
the pines….
Back at the Dec 16th.
2011 meeting one of
the
worst
ever
decisions was taken
which,
at
the
insistence of Chris
Saint, was to allow The main track, after Bill Futcher had removed the mud and spread it over the verges.

cyclists into HP. It is my opinion that they are a total pest, and there is plenty of evidence that if there’s a
gate with a fence adjacent, they will smash the fence, to avoid having to dismount, and carry their bike
through the kissing gate.
It was also noted that volunteer Tony Filbee had cleared a lot of rhododendron between path 1 and the
stream, and two other volunteers Alison Paton & Hugh Lane had also done a great job clearing rhody there.
I had had a meeting with Sparsholt College forestry instructor Keith Wheale, and it was agreed that his team
would - in the new year - make a start on thinning the 2C & some 4C edges of the southern half of FP6,
which I’d allowed to get too shaded.
Sparsholt students duly turned up and did much good work along FP6, producing a lot of firewood, much of
it selling to locals, with the rest going to the Baikies, in exchange for digging grips and more post-pine work
on the main track, and around the main gates. The sale of ‘Load-your-own-logs’ was most successful, but
probably contributed to the wearing out of my Kawasaki Mule, that was now some 20 years old. Total sales
for 2012 were some £400. I decided that I would hang onto this money, much to Nicki Paton’s concern, as it
would otherwise just get spent on worthless frivolities, such as more hideous signs etc., and on other sites!!
The Summer onsite meeting took place on July 3rd 2012, but without any Yately/HCC representation, as I’d
had an onsite meeting with ranger Jean Cheadle, Northern sites manager Nicki Paton, and FC man Jonathan
Rau just 2 weeks before, so knew what they thought about the current plans.
Main point of discussion was that we should get Wessex Woodland in to remove all the birch from 3A, 3B &
the NE end of 4D, taking as much care as possible, since there were many young rowans and old hazel stools
in there, but little by way of wild flowers, due to the lack of light. Committee agreed to this, and the work
was duly carried out each side of Christmas 2012.
Winter 2011-2012 had seen more opening up and thinning of the oaks each side of the main track, by 3C &
4E., with still more to be done. Also, the Committee walked down to the alder carr, where I explained that
whilst the NE end was too wet to attempt any felling, the SW end of 6D was much drier, and it was agreed to
look into doing some alder felling.
In fact Sparsholt students
came in early 2013, and felled
a number of marked up alders
that were growing alongside
the bottom track, which
immediately allowed some
much needed light in to boost
wildflower growth, butterfly
presence, and help to wash the
track clean, by cutting grips
and having the rain hammer
down on it, rather than drip
off the overhanging branches.
This alder firewood brought in
The Broken Way entrance
to HP, and the bottom
track/path 3, showing the
hideous sign, and the
entrance area rather
muddy.

more useful cash to the firewood fund, which by May 2013 was up to £890, and allowed me to spend some
£550 on safety hats and netting and stakes for 3A.… All approved by Yateley, of course, who by then had no
petty cash system, which meant they had to order everything, so items I’d had to buy in a hurry, such as
some spray paint to mark the Scots pines, I could get no refund on.
On walking up path 4, and then along FP6, I explained to the Committee why I was against the rigid rules of
2 & 3 phase ride mowing, as there were a few small trees that were were within the 2 m verge that the FC
said should come out. As I write this new post-2010 part, in May 2016, they are still there, as the WGS
ended on March 31st 2015, and we no longer had to cut flora that was aesthetically pleasing, just to comply
with some rigid rule that would bring HCC a few pounds to be spent elsewhere! That’s how I see it anyway.
Our Christmas meeting was on December 13th. 2012, when I was able to record my thanks to volunteers
Simon Melville and Tony Filbee for a huge effort in burning masses of old dead rhododendron in 6A,
between the stream and path 1. Butterfly expert Tony Filbee had pronounced the sallows along the edge of
5A and path 2 were “no good for Purple Emperors” so I had jumped at the chance to get Ian Stoneman and
ranger Natalie Tanzer to pollard them at chest height - out of deer reach - which will allow light to finally get
back onto that path, which used to have Common Spotted Orchids on it, until Tony forbade me from felling
the sallows that Nicki & I had decided should be felled some 5 years before! (It now has the orchids back.)

Above: In the foreground, ranger Natalie Tanzer expertly pollards the ‘unwanted’ sallows along the edge of path 2,
in 5A. Ian Stoneman is in the distance. I would have been able to do this work, but I’d been banned from using a
chainsaw in HP, until I’d been on a 5 day course, which I didn’t have the stamina to do.

This December 2012 meeting was when I was told that - despite having 26 years accident-free experience
with a chainsaw - I was banned from that moment, until I went on a 5 day course, which of course I knew I
wasn’t strong enough to cope with. I was used to going down HP with Tony Filbee, doing some 1 to 1.5 hrs
sawing and then resting until the next week. They also banned me from using the clearing saw.
This was a real blow, since there was nobody else qualified, so all 2012/13 winter work was cancelled, and
in 2013 Harry Dove went on the course, and has since been doing the felling.
It was also at this meeting that we discussed the Ash ‘Chalara fraxinea’ die-back, and agreed that if/when
HP trees get it, all we can do is remove trees that are a walking hazard near paths. At the time of writing this
it is getting closer, but not yet seen in HP ( May 2016).
The birch in Cpt 3A had been felled, and the extraction completed, but the brash burning was to begin in the
new year.
I spent many happy
hours in 3A in the new
year of 2013, plotting
the route of what is
Left: A smaller, so lighterfooted ‘forwarder’ was
used for the birch
extraction in 3A, vis a
tractor and trailer.

now path 11, and then
netting numerous hazel
and rowan stumps
against deer browsing.

I only heard one
person say they were
sorry to see the birch
Right: They were
only allowed to exit
3A at one spot, so
the X-roads on the
main track became
somewhat churned
up
go,
and
many
walkers saying how
promising it all
looked. See right.

Left: The huge
stack of 3.2 metre
lengths of birch
from 3A, 3B & 4D.
It was measured at
221 cubic metres.
Amazingly two men
cut all this in 11
working days!
In 3A, some 60 nets
were erected around

Hazels,

rowans,

Right: Cpt 3A after
felling, and before
the brash was
cleared up and
burnt in several
huge bonfires.
hawthorns plus one
cherry and one oak.

Plus a further 5 in
4D, and 4 in 3B.

Left: Wessex Woodland
Management’s John
burns up the brash from
the felling
The summer meeting
was held on site on
June 26th. 2013, when
I was able to introduce

Harry Dove as our new
committee
member,
thanks
to
Briony
Canning making way
for him. Harry now
does all the felling, and
I hope that he will take
over the running of the
wood after I have to
give up.
As ever, Peter and
Martin Baikie had done
a superb job in clearing
the mud off the main
track, for which they
had a load of the
remaining
birch
from the Sparsholt
students’ work along
FP 6 south.
Below: Cpt 3A
steams after a
summer rain shower.

Above: After
brash removal.
Left: Cutting the
Netlon netting

Left: March 2013, and
the X-Roads are
scraped clean by the
most generous Baikie
team, requiring no
hoggin infil.
It soon grew over and
now in 2016 you’d
never know it had ever
been a quagmire.
Below: When
extracting the Scots
pines in autumn
2011, the forwarder
churned up the
ground, exposing
dormant foxglove
seeds, which in 2013
made a wonderful
display.
I took the Committee along the
route of the new paths 11 & 12,
through 3A and 3C respectively, in
order to show the different flora
habitats of an open area, compared
to a totally shaded hazel coppice.
Then we discussed the new
parking area inside the bottom
gateway, and the 2014 plan to
remove birches in 5B that were
thrashing the oaks in strong winds,
and to create the large glade in the
6D alder’s drier end.
During the summer, I had met
Andy Smith, who was then Head
of Countryside at Hampshire
County Council (HCC), and had
taken him round HP to show him
the wood, as I discovered he’d
never been there. During the 2
hour drive in my Gator, I
explained to him my firewood
fund, which he approved of, as
long as I had clearance from
Yateley before any purchases. (I
did this to let Nicki Paton off the
hook, since if Andy knew and
approved, she would not get into
trouble for allowing me to hold
HCC funds). He also asked if
there were any large projects that I
wanted to get funded, so I jumped

at the opportunity to ask for funding to fence Well St from the main gates, to Oxdrove, including the
boundary with the corner plot that John Adams had bought in 1982. Three quotes were obtained, and the
Well St fence was duly erected in 2014.
Meantime Yateley rangers Ian Stoneman and Philip Hayes erected the stock fence along the boundary
between 3A and Burghclere Common. I just cannot understand the intelligence in using what look more like
cocktail sticks than fence posts, as they will rot through and fall over in no time…..
There was no Christmas 2014 meeting, the next one being at Grange Cottage on February 7th. 2014.
At this meeting I was again able to record a vote of thanks to Peter and Martin Baikie, who, in December
2013, had done another wonderful job creating a wide parking area inside the bottom gateway off Broken
Way. Cost of materials was £325, for a length of twin-wall pipe to divert the ditch under the track, and an 11
ton load of limestone, paid by the firewood fund. The value of their voluntary work would have been another
£800 at least.
I know I’ve said before that we shouldn’t be using
limestone, as the alder carr is an acid bog, but it was
done so that any lime wash-off from the short parking
area went into a ditch that fed straight into the stream.
It simply wasn’t possible to use hoggin, as it would
not have been possible to get a 20 ton lorry into the
bottom gateway, and it would have had to arrive at
precisely the right time. In any case, there are
limestones in the base layer of Broken Way, on the
eastern stretch, so as long as it didn’t affect the alder
carr, it would be acceptable.
As it was, February 14th. 2014 was to experience one
of the strongest gales we’ve had since the January
1990 storm.
Whenever one opens up some
woodland, one has to accept that there may be windblow damage, and that certainly was the case in 2B,
with the Scots pines. An estimated 20+ either blew
down, or just fractured halfway up, and crashed down
in every direction, blocking all the paths. There were
also lots of birch and an oak down, and sadly HP’s
finest rowan in 2C was blown over.

Before and after the Baikie
improvement at the Broken Way
gate.
It took a lot of work by both Simon
Melville and Harry Dove to clear the
paths in the pines, with some very
tricky hung-up trees as well.

The storms prevented Sparsholt from
completing all their scheduled work at the
bottom end of the wood, resulting in a
handful of tall birches remaining, but
overall their work was good, and created
what has proven to be a warm, sunny and
sheltered glade, where the alder were
removed. This work left an estimated 30
tons of alder and birch that I had to sell -

which I did, but it took until late summer, and
raised some £2000 for the firewood fund. I

Typical shots of 2B the
Scots pines after the Feb
2014 storm. The centre
shot shows the whole top
of a pine hanging above
the path. This was skillfully
dropped by Harry Dove.
Left: Norway spruce tops
that were cleared off the
paths by Simon Melville.

Above: More than halfway there. The line of rhododendron in the background shows the line of the stream,
which marked the extent of felling, so one can see there are still several clumps of alder to come down. On the
left, the leaning tree is an ancient crack willow that sadly broke, in a storm, and was hung up on another alder.
It therefore had to come down, but there is still one more in the wetter part of 6D, and this one’s stump is
sprouting very well.
counted some 96 Gator loads!
By the July 29th 2014 summer onsite meeting Ian Findlay had taken over as Parish Council representative.
The first thing I emphasised was that I felt we should leave Cpt. 4C being cleared of birch for several more
years, as we had hit HP quite hard in recent years. I showed the Committee the bank between 5A & 3B,
which was totally overgrown with holly, which should be coppiced to allow light through to the ground on
the east side of the bank, which also has a fine stand of oaks on. Also the sallows at the entrance to the glade
walk in 5A need removing, as they are shading it all, and the surrounding area is probably 80% sallow, so
there are lots of others to take their place.
Finally I suggested the firewood fund should fence the edge of Broken way, on the east side, from the main
gate up to the field. I had hoped to have a split chestnut rail fence, but this turned out to be too expensive, so
we just settled for post and wire, that was done after the Well St fencing.
In September 2014 the volunteers cleared all the holly from the 5A-3B bank to great effect. James George
kindly brought his chipper to reduce all the brash. We only went along as far as the first larch, as there were
grown trees on the 3B side, so no sunlight would have filtered through. And it was denser holly here, so
would still provide some cover in winter. It has started to regenerate well, since.

This was completed by
mid October, when the
volunteers turned their
attention to removing
some large sallows.
Firstly there was a large
one on the edge of the
main track, that gave a
youngish oak much more
light and room, and then
those sallows that were
along the entrance to the
glade walk were felled,
not pollarded, as nearly
all the sallow pollards
have grown shoots that
then die.
Sadly it was at this point
that Tony Filbee left the
volunteers, in a huff, as
he didn’t want the

Top: a ‘before’ shot, from one of my Fixed Point Photo sessions, that I do for the FC, and below the finished job.

Cpt 4E, on the south side of the main track, after stage 1 in the clearing of scrub regrowth, and thinning of oaks.
sallows felling. Tony had been a huge help over the 6 years he helped me, but we simply cannot leave every
sallow, in spite of it being a bad shader, and there being 20 others directly behind it…. And I’d given these
trees a 2 year stay of execution, at his request.
Most of the rest of 2014 was spent opening up 4E, to give the young oaks room, and let light onto the
ground. All part of my plan to have an open stand of young oaks all along the south side of the main track,
east of the X-Roads.
Over the Christmas period I spent some time removing most of the nets in 3A, as I knew it would soon
become an impenetrable jungle of bramble and young birch. These nets were used to protect certain stumps
in 4E and down in 6D, where the alder had been removed.
The winter meeting was held on December 3rd 2014. By this meeting, the Well St and Broken Way fences
had been completed, although the Well St fence was so far off the ground young muntjac could slide under
it! We had three new volunteers, namely Andy Bijak, Peter Ash, and Gavin Adcock, with occasional help
from Nick Carter.
I had agreed to buy a third bench, using the firewood fund, and Miggie and I installed it at the end of April
2015, beside the main track in 3B, facing west, as it was a nice sunny spot.
In previous years there have been an increasing number of common spotted orchids in 5A’s glade 4, by the
boundary oaks, and there would be more, if it was possible to stop ignorant walkers from marching through
it, crushing them underfoot, as they stare at their mobile phones. Irritatingly, they use it as a short-cut but it’s

Last year there were 50
Common Spotted Orchids
along this path. Do see if you
can find them, but please
mind where you put your
feet, as they are everywhere!
Thank you for being careful

Top: The bank between 5A & 4D before that holly was
removed. Above: The same bank in June 2016, with sun
streaming through, and topped with foxgloves.
Left: the 2015 sign, placed at each end of 5A’s glade 4. In
2016 it was reinstated with 50 crossed out and 72 written
in pen on it.

not an official path. However Simon Melville and I went down and counted 72 in that glade, which was an
increase over the 50 that were counted in 2014.
In February 2015 the holly on the bank between 5A and 4D, was cleared away, which again was worth
doing, and will all regrow in due course.

Above: Early May sunlight lights up the beech trees that form the backdrop to this view into 4E, from the main track.
Below: The new glade in 6D, where the alders were removed by the Sparsholt students, in early 2014.

This holly was burnt
by the volunteers
using the old bonfire
site in 3B. More
sallows
were
removed, and at the
end of March a
number of large
sycamores
were
removed from 1B,
in order to create
some small glades.
The WGS ended on
March 31st, so any
further
felling
would have to be
limited to the 5
cubic metres per
calendar quarter.

Two views of the holly-free boundary bank between 4D & 4B, after it was cleared in September 2015.

The onsite summer Committee
meeting took place on July 30th
2015. The walk-round went into Cpt.
4A to look at the pole stage
sycamores that were growing up
through the old boundary oaks that
ran through the middle of the Cpt.,
and it was agreed to remove these,
which was done in early January
2016.
At the eastern end of path 4, it was
decided to remove the tallest hollies
that were killing off, and hiding, the
fine line of boundary oaks on the
bank, and also to coppice the area of
old hazels at the top end of 4B.
Early 2015 autumn work involved
removing these hollies, and it proved
to be an excellent idea, as it showed
some truly fine oaks. This work took
until mid October, when Harry Dove,
Gavin and I dropped some hung-up
birch in Cpt. 1A.
The rest of 2015 was taken up by
coppicing out all the oversize hazels
that were left in 3A, partly because
they looked gangly and partly to try
to prevent them from being blown
over.
Again, there was no winter
committee meeting, as there just
wasn’t anything important enough to
drag everyone over to Grange
Cottage to discuss!
The 2015-16 winter was very wet and
stormy, which prevented many
volunteer weekend sorties, but in
January 2016 the pole-stage birch in
5B, adjacent to glade 7 in 5A, were
thinned, which it is hoped will let
sufficient light in to encourage some
ground cover. It should also help
light to reach the area on path 2, near The biggest and best oak (4.2 metre girth), on the boundary beside
the ditch, where there used to be path 4. In late 2016 the holly on the left will also be removed.
common spotted orchids.
Other work in early 2016 included thinning more oaks in 4E, clearing storm damage, removing 4 badly
squirrel-damaged sallows in 5A’s glade 4, and dropping four birch that were hung-up in 6E. August 19th.
2016 saw the summer onsite meeting, when we had Nicki Paton with us, but not Susan Murdoch. The

committee consisted of Myself, John Izett as Borough Councillor, Ian Findlay as PC representative, Briony
Canning, Colin Farrant, Harry Dove and Susan Murdoch. I think we were between rangers, which is why
Nicki attended. My wife Miggie was still taking minutes.
It was at this meeting that Nicki told us about the scheme that was replacing the Woodland Grant Scheme.
Named ‘Higher Level Countryside Stewardship’, and funded by DEFRA, it basically covers management of
veteran trees, deer and squirrel management, and surveying trees.
On September 7th. a ten year felling license was signed, to thin various compartments by 30%. - I never
understand why not 33%?! For thinning, it covered Cpts 1A; 2A; 2C; 2D; 3C; 4A; 4C; 4E; 5A; 5B; 6E; with
clearance of rhododendron in 6A; 6B; & 6C.
Management of Veteran trees, Deadwood, Deer and Squirrel damage applied to the other Cpts.
It was also agreed to clear the remaining hollies from under the oaks at the Eastern end of path 4

Chapter ten: A change of volunteers.
I was 74 in September 2016, and as my balance was becoming very poor it was obvious that I should just
‘supervise’ and drive my excellent John Deere Gator, to get kit into the wood, and firewood out - much of
which I sell locally to fund our kit.

A moody shot of the sun shining through the path 4 oaks on December 29th. 2016
In September 2016, Frank Knott joined Harry & me, when we completed felling the hollies under the oaks
along the eastern end of path 4 and removed some overhanging hazels along path 3’s slope to the steps. We
also removed the clump of holly, in 5B, on the eastern side of path 3, at the small culvert.

In the 2017 new year Frank Knott had to leave us, as his back was bad, but I still had Harry Dove doing the
felling, plus Ian Findlay, Nick Carter, Peter Ash and Andy Bijak. They coppiced a large group of very overstood hazels at the top end of 4B.

This shows just a section of the dark over-stood hazels at the top/North end of 4B, and
below the large glade created when all the brash had been cleared to expose the ground.

July 12th. 2017 saw another onsite Committee meeting. By then our excellent new ranger Martin ‘Binz’
Chapman was helping us look after HP, and he has proved to be excellent. It’s minuted that I had had to
drive the Gator down path 11, in order to crush the undergrowth that by June is making it impassable, and a
big risk of getting a tick. The then Forestry Commission (FC) lady had said she thought we ought to have an
‘Open Space’, but we decided that the wood just wasn’t big enough. It was agreed to open up the cross-roads
of the main track & FP6, by coppicing the hazels in 2B & 3A in 2018, and and felling the sallows in 1B &
4C in 2019. The rest of the walk round was taken up looking at recent work.
The Autumn of 2017 was a bit of a fiasco, due to HCC not getting organised with refresher training courses,
so we could do little work, involving Harry Dove, who’s certificate had run out! Thankfully Simon
Melville’s cert was still valid, as he’d passed his full felling cert a year later, so he and I decided we would
open path 4 up just enough to get the Gator through, which would be useful for post storm inspections etc.
This only required 2 hollies being removed, and a bit of light trimming back, and by mid October Harry
Dove had completed his refresher course, and the volunteers could start the 30% thinning of Cpt. 1A.

Work starts on Cpt 1A, and
one can see above that when
one removes a third of the
trees, it does allow light to
reach the ground. Left: By
December 2017 much
progress had been made,
and many logs sold. First to
come out were old and
leaning birch, and then a few
sycamore, and very few
oaks.

As there was other work needing to be done, the volunteers, now down to Harry Dove and Ian Findlay and I
moved out of Cpt 1A in the 2018 new year, and spent the rest of the winter season thinning oaks and
coppicing some hazels.
In the new Stewardship by DEFRA, they have decided that all tree felling has to stop at the end of February
- as opposed to the Forestry Commission’s old date of end March. However, DEFRA say it is OK to coppice
and lay hedges up to the end of April, which to the writer seems a bit extreme, when birds are trying to nest.
It can only be assumed that they mean mostly hand tool work, but as it doesn’t specify this, we do any
coppicing in March….with chainsaws, and are confident we don’t disturb any nesting birds in HP.
June 14th. 2018 saw the first summer Committee meeting that wasn’t onsite, as my legs and feet were just
getting too painful to do a worthwhile onsite walk. It was held at Grange Cottage, and we greeted our new
member Christopher Elston, who replaced Briony Canning, as she had said she had too many other
commitments. The main point of interest was that the rangers had been over and done a great job in
widening path 11 through Cpt 3A. It was recorded that the volunteers - Harry Dive, Ian Findlay and I had put
in 107 hours between September 2017 and March 2018.
It was also noted that Ash chalara die-back can be seen on a number of young ash trees in HP.
Ranger ‘Binz’ Chapman announced that more money would be spent/wasted erecting new signs, which
would be colour-coded to say if dogs could be walked on leads or not. Now, there’s a complete waste of
HCC funds, as nobody will take any notice of them… He also reminded me that they had replaced some
fence at the north entrance off Burghclere Common, as bikers had destroyed the previous wire one, so they
could ride their bikes down the mediaeval boundary bank, and I was able to thank them for the wonderful
job they had done clearing scrub holly from the northern end of 1A, so we could complete the thinning.
I ended the meeting with some figures on the firewood fund. A Gator load of logs costs £30.00, and a load of
cord wood £25.00, although I won’t sell any cord wood to customers who I’m unsure if they can safely use a
chainsaw. Sales for 2017-18 winter had been £875.00, which had paid for new safety hats, a new Husqvana
chainsaw, leggings and boots etc. Of course all these are the property of HCC, as is the firewood fund.
The next two photos show - below - a view up path 2 before the work started, and - next page - a view along

the bank on the other side of the line of boundary oaks, after most of the holly had been cleared.

Above: The three ‘working volunteers’ Fred Taylor in the distance, Ian Findlay and Harry Dove in the
chainsaw safety outfit.
By mid October 2018, the volunteers returned to Cpt. 1A, and finally completed the thinning by mid January
2019. The rest of the season was taken up by finishing the thinning in Cpt 4E, coppicing various hazels at the
SW corner of 3C, which were all windblown some years ago, and/or clearing wind and snow damage.

